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‘Lo, THESE SHALL COME FROM FAR: AND, LO, THESE FROM
THE NORTH AND FROM THE WEST; AND THESE FROM
THE LAND OF SINIM.” —Isaiah xlix, 12.

“ Arias Montanus was among the first to suggest that
the Sindm are the Sinese (Chinese); and since the question
has been so thoroughly discussed by Gesenius (in his
Commentary and Thesaurus), most of the Commentators,
and also such Orientalists as Langles (in his Recherches
Astatiques), Movers {(in his Phenicians), Lassen (in his
Indische Alterthumskunde,i. 856-7), have decided in favour
of this opinion.”

“The name Oiva:r (Strabo), Zivatr (Ptol.), T{ivir{a
(Kosmas), says the Sinologist Neumann, did not obtain
currency for the first time from the founder of the great
dynasty of Tsin ; but long before this, Tsin was the name
of a feudal kingdom of some importance in Shensi, one
of the western provinces of the Sinese land, and Fei-tse,
the first feudal King of Tsin, began to reign as early as
897 B.c.”—Franz Derirzsch, D.D., in his Commentary
on the Prophecies of Isarah.



PREFACE

THE enormous territory of the Chinese Empire, and the vast
multitudes who inhabit it, would well-nigh' entitle it to be
regarded as a sixth quarter of the globe. For many ages
it remained apart from the general current of Western
civilisation, but in recent times the improvement in the
means of intercommunication has so diminished distance
that the Chinese nation has found it no longer possible to
maintain its former attitude of isolation and aloofness. One
by one the barriers of separation have been broken down,
and the Chinese people have themselves come to recognise
that they have much to gain by familiarising themselves
with the discoveries in every branch of knowledge that have
been made by the nations of the West.

For just a hundred years past continuous efforts have
been made to impart to the Chinese the knowledge of
Christianity and the benefit it confers on mankind. In
1807 the pioneer Protestant missionary Robert Morrison of
the London Missionary Society landed at Canton. At the
present moment his successors, belonging to seventy different
Societies, number more than 3700 of both sexes, and are
to be found preaching, tending the sick, and teaching in
nearly every important city throughout the Empire.

To the exertions of missionaries we owe the greater
portion of the knowledge we possess of the language and

literature, the history, the manners and customs of the
vii



viii THE CHINESE EMPIRE

Chinese. It is only necessary to mention the dictionaries
and other works of Morrison, Medhurst, Doolittle, and
Wells-Williams, the translation of the Chinese classical
books by James Legge, the writings of Eitel, Faber, Edkins,
Chalmers, and Arthur Smith, to perceive the magnitude of
our own indebtedness to them, while by their versions of
the Bible, works in theology, church history, devotional
books and treatises in almost every department of secular
history and science, they have striven unceasingly to become
the interpreters of the West to the Far East.

The events of the last few years have awakened a new
spirit in the Chinese nation. They no longer desire to
shroud themselves in a proud feeling of superiority to other
nations, but show that they are willing to learn and desirous
of appropriating whatever may serve to help them as a
people in attaining to the level of the leaders of civilisation.
Perhaps they do so thinking in the first place of securing the
means for maintaining their independence and territorial
unity. To such an aim it is impossible to refuse our warmest
sympathy. Without security within their own borders they
cannot turn their attention to the most precious elements in
the life of a nation—to the religion which brings us into
conscious relation with the God and Father of all mankind,
to well-ordered civil and political liberty, to the pure
administration of justice between man and man, and the
elevation and improvement of human life under every
agpect. It is to the missionaries that we must look for
help in diffusing these blessings among the people of China,
to whose welfare, spiritual, moral, and intellectual, they have
devoted themselves so earnestly in the past, hoping even
against hope for that fruit of their labours which the present
time seems to promise.

It has been my privilege, during a residence of nearly
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six years in China, to have been brought into close personal
relations with many Protestant missionaries, and to have
seen a good deal of the work carried on by them in evan-
gelistic, hospital and medical work, and education. I can
testify to the sincerity and ardour with which they pursue
their noble and self-sacrificing task, often under great diffi-
culties from fanatical opposition, sometimes in almost
absolute solitude, and frequently even at the risk of their
lives—undaunted witnesses for the faith.

ERNEST SATOW.

SIDMOUTH,
February 1907.






EDITOR'S PREFACE

DuriNG the years 1902-1903 the writer edited a series of
articles on the Provinces of China, accompanied with maps,
in China’s Millions, the monthly organ of the China Inland
Mission. Subsequently repeated requests were received,
both from friends in China and at home, asking for the
republication in book form of these articles. Instead of
this, an entirely new work has been undertaken, which, it
is hoped, will be of much more permanent value.

In view, also, of the fact that the year 1907 would
be the Centenary of Protestant missionary effort in China,
it appeared desirable and fitting to publish a comprehensive
survey of the Chinese Empire. It was therefore decided
to publish a large and new Atlas of the Chinese Empire,
the Atlas to be accompanied by a book giving a geographical,
historical, and missionary survey of each Province and
Dependency of that Empire. The preparation of the
various articles was entrusted to those who, by long
residence in the field, were specially qualified to write as
experts upon their own particular Provinces. The present
volume contains the articles thus written, and is intended,
though published separately, to be a supplementary volume
to the Atlas of the Chinese Empire.

It needs but a glance at the Contents Table to see that
each author writes from personal experience, the date of

each writer’s arrival in China being given in that table. If
xi



xii THE CHINESE EMPIRE

it be mentioned that the aggregate number of years spent
in China by the writers of this book amounts to five hundred
and fifty, it will readily be perceived that the book is the
work of those who may be regarded as qualified to speak
with authority.

While the general basis of the work as laid before each
author was, the preparation of an article giving a geo-
graphical, historical, and missionary survey of his Province or
Dependency, it was but natural that among so many writers
there should be some slight variety of treatment and some
variation as to length. Although the majority of the con-
tributors exceeded the limits suggested, in only two or three
cases has it been necessary to seriously condense or abbre-
viate. The lenient treatment of those who exceeded the
limits originally suggested is recognised as possibly some-
what unfair to those who conformed to the original
programme, and to these the Editor would offer his apology.
Many of the longer articles were so valuable that they have
only been curtailed where abbreviation appeared absolutely
necessary. Unfortunately, all were not able to supply the
provincial statistics as suggested.

The order in which the provinces have been arranged
has been determined approximately by the date missionary
work was commenced in them. Thus Kwangtung comes
first, the coast provinces next, and the inland provinces last.
It should be explained that although Formosa is not now
part of the Chinese Empire, an article upon that Island has
been included as the history of Missions there is so closely
connected with the mainland.

It was intended to publish this book and the new Atlas
of the Chinese Empire together, as companion volumes.
An unexpected delay, which will be shortly explained, has,
however, made it impossible, without serious loss to the
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ultimate value of the Atlas, to publish the maps immediately.
As this book is now ready for the press, it is thought
advisable to issue it at once. It is complete in itself, and
will, it is hoped, prepare the way for the Atlas, which
will be published as soon as possible.

The Atlas will consist of twenty-three maps of the
Provinces and Dependencies of China; China Proper being
all on the scale of 1:3,000,000, or about 47 miles to the
inch; and the Dependencies of the Empire on the scale
of 1:7,500,000, or nearly 120 miles to the inch. The
drawing of the maps, which are based upon the most
recent surveys, has been entrusted to Mr. Edward Stanford,
the well-known King’s Geographer. The engraving is
already far advanced.

It is a great pleasure to acknowledge the personal care
and interest taken in the preparation of the Atlas by Mr.
John Bolton, F.R.G.S., of Mr. Edward Stanford’s firm, from
whom has been obtained the following list of some of the
surveys utilised in the preparation of the maps:—

For the Kokonor district, a compilation by the Royal
Geographical Society; for South-West Mongolia, the
Russian Frontier Survey. For regions in the north-east of
Tibet, Carl Futterer’s route; for Southern Chihli, a map by
the Topographical Section of the British War Office, also the
China Field-Force Survey. For Inner Mongolia, Lieut.-
Colonel Wingate’s Survey; and for Manchuria, map com-
piled by the Topographical Section of the British War Office.
For Shantung, Honan, Chekiang, and Szechwan, maps by
the Topographical Section of the British War Office. For
parts of Eastern China, the German War Office map; and
for Kiangsu, the map by the Intelligence Branch of the
Quartermaster-General’s Department, Dehra Dun. For
Anhwei, we are indebted to the Surveys of Lieut.-Colonel
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Wingate and to the Topographical Section of the General
Staff of the War Office, and especially to Major Fraser.
For the region of the Poyang Lake, charts by the
Admiralty and by Consul W. J. Clennell. For the region
of the Tungting Lake, the Admiralty Chart; and for the
same region and Hunan generally, tracings and maps lent
by Mr. A. H. Harris of the Chinese Imperial Maritime
Customs and by the Rev. G. G. Warren of the Wesleyan
Missionary Society. For Yunnan, a map by Major Davies ;
and for parts of Kweichow, the maps of Consul Bourne’s
Blackburn Commercial Mission. For parts of Kwangsi,
maps by the Rev. Louis Byrde of the C.M.S. ; and for Hong-
kong and Kowlun, the Topographical Section of the British
War Office. For Western Kwangtung, maps by the Chambre
de Commerce de Lyon; and for Hainan and Indo-China, the
Carte de la Mission Pavie. For India and the adjacent
countries, the maps compiled in the Burma Surveys Draw-
ing Office.

The unexpected delay in the publication of the Atlas
has been occasioned through the difficult question of
Chinese orthography. Almost as soon as the work was
determined upon, the question of what orthography to
employ had to be decided. It was soon recognised that
the orthography adopted by the Chinese Imperial Post
Office would ultimately carry the day, since conformity to
that is necessary in all postal communications, which as
a determining factor is of no small importance. The
Editor therefore immediately put himself into communica-
tion with China upon this matter, and was thankful to
ascertain that Sir Robert Hart had already undertaken
the careful consideration of this subject, a thorough revision
of the former postal spelling being well advanced.

Although the authorities of the Chinese Imperial Post
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Office at once evinced the greatest interest in the prepara-
tion of this new Atlas, and most kindly responded by
offering every facility for giving the present writer the
results of their revision at the earliest possible moment,
considerable delay has been experienced. But for this the
Atlas and book would have been published together in time
for the Centenary Conference in Shanghai. The orthography
finally adopted is employed in this book, so far as that is
possible at the time of going to press. The Atlas is
being delayed that the full results of this orthographical
revision may be used. If the Sinologue is tried by some
inconsistencies in the orthography of Chinese places and
persons, the Editor pleads for patience during the difficult
days of a transitional period.

At a time when China is demanding an ever-increasing
attention from the countries of the world, it is hoped that
this work will prove useful, both in enabling the reader to
more fully understand the country itself and to more fully
appreciate the work that the Christian Church is seeking to
do for her good. The Editor’s endeavour has been to
present to the public a serious and comprehensive review of
the field as well as of the work being done there.

Most grateful acknowledgment must be made of the
kind help which has been received from many sources,
without which it would have been impossible to have
prepared the present volume. While it is not possible to
mention by name all who have in one way or another
contributed to its completion, special reference is made
to the following :—

To the Right Hon. Sir Ernest Satow, G.C.M.G., for his
sympathetic Preface, the value of which will be readily
recognised by those who know of his intimate acquaintance
with and valuable services in the Far East, with which he
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has been so closely connected for the greater part of his life
since 1861. To M. de Galembert, Imperial Postal Com-
missioner in Shanghai, and to Mr. Morse, Statistical Com-
missioner and Postal Secretary of the Chinese Imperial
Maritime Customs, for their courtesy in placing at the
writer’s disposal early proofs of the revised orthography
adopted by the Postal and Telegraph authorities in China ;
and also to Mr. James Stark, Secretary to the China
Inland Mission Council in Shanghai, for kindly undertaking
the negotiations in this and other matters.

Warm acknowledgment is also made of the great
generosity shown by the British and Foreign Bible Society
in unreservedly placing at the Editor’s disposal the docu-
ments on the Bible in China so carefully prepared by Mr.
Crayden Edmunds, M.A., of their Translating and Editorial
Department, for a subsequent publication of their own.
Without these the article on the Bible in the Chinese Empire
could not have been written with anything of its present
completeness or accuracy. Sincere thanks are also offered
to Mr. Crayden Edmunds for the further kindness of
reading through the proof of that section relating to the
Bible in China; and to Mr. Eugene Stock of the Church
Missionary Society, the well-known authority on Missions,
for a similar kindness in connection with the introductory
chapter.

Of the able and willing co-operation of all those who
have contributed articles to the book the fullest and
heartiest acknowledgment is made, and any success which
the book may attain will be no less theirs than the Editor’s.

In addition to the above-mentioned persons, the Editor
is under much obligation to the Secretaries of many
Missionary Societies, who, at no little trouble to themselves,
have searched for and lent photographs and engravings of
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some of their leading pioneer workers in China, thus
making it possible to enrich the book with what is prob-
ably quite a unique collection of notable China missionaries.
On this point it should be said that, with few exceptions,
the collection of portraits has been limited to those who,
having served their day and generation, have “fallen on
sleep.” The exceptions have been in the few cases where
the missionary, though still living, has given fifty years or
more to China, or where he has been the pioneer in some
new field. Among so many notable men it has of course
only been possible to select a few representative men from
most of the older Societies. No one regrets more than the
Editor that the limitations of space have not allowed him
to include many other equally eminent missionaries, and
especially some of the noble women, who, as wives or lady
workers, have given equally valuable and self-sacrificing
service to the cause of Christ in China. Of some of the
early workers unfortunately portraits are not to be obtained.

In conclusion, acknowledgment is made of the assistance
kindly given by Mr. R. Gillies, when on furlough, in the com-
pilation of the statistics found on pp. 36-39, as well as other
help. The statistics have been compiled from the published
Reports of the various Societies, from which it has not,
however, been always possible to obtain the desired informa-
tion. Hearty thanks are also given to Mr. T. W. Goodall,
my esteemed editorial colleague, for the full indices which
he has prepared.

A considerable amount of material originally intended
for the book has been omitted, especially statistical work
and tables of Mission Stations, as the work is already much
larger than was contemplated.

And now, to Himm who hath “made of one blood every

)



xviii THE CHINESE EMPIRE

nation of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth, having
determined their appointed seasons, and the bounds of their
habitation ; that they should seek God, if haply they might
feel after Him, and find Him,”—this record of a century’s
efforts to make known to the most ancient of those nations
the revelation of God in Christ Jesus is committed, with
the earnest prayer that all the glory of past successes may be
given to Him, that all the failures and shortcomings of His
servants may be forgiven, and that all wisdom and grace for
the right and full use of the wonderful opportunities now
presenting themselves may be vouchsafed to those responsible

for future action,
MARSHALL BROOMHALIL.

CHINA INLAND MissioN, LoNDON,
March 25, 1907.
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INTRODUCTION

By the Epitor

THE Chinese Empire, whether viewed from the stand-
point of its extent of territory, the wealth of its resources,
the antiquity and vitality of its teeming population, or in
view of its past history and future prospects, cannot but
command the most serious and thoughtful consideration of
all who are interested in the welfare of the human race.

Year by year China has attracted increasing attention,
and has commanded a larger place in the.minds of men,
no matter whether it be the missionary, commercial, or
international questions which interest the observer. Few,
if any, of the problems of human life to-day are of greater
importance and of a more fascinating nature than those
presented by the Chinese Empire. With the threatened
dismemberment of the Empire but recently averted, with
her integrity practically assured by the renewal of the
Alliance between England and Japan, with a spirit of reform
moving the country from east to west and north to south,
the future of China portends great weal or woe to the rest
of mankind.

For exactly one hundred years, from 1807 to 1907,
Protestant Missions have been endeavouring to bring to
bear upon the Chinese people the regenerating and
ennobling influences of the Gospel, and it has been ac-
knowledged by the Chinese themselves, as well as by the
EKuropean and American residents, that the beneficent
imfluence of the truth made known through the various

1 B



2 THE CHINESE EMPIRE

evangelical, educational, and philanthropic channels has
played no small part in producing those aspirations for better
things which are so evident in China to-day. Without
attempting, in detail, to summarise the geographical,
historical, and missionary information of the following
pages, as given by each writer under his own section, a
short introduction to those articles is necessary.

The area of the Chinese Empire is to-day given as
4,277,170 square miles, which is considerably smaller than
the Empire was in the prosperous days of Kienlung
(A.D. 1737-1796); more than half a million square miles
of territory having been taken from China by Russia alone
since that date.

From the figures given in the footnote® it will be seen
that the Chinese Empire comprises about one-twelfth of
the total territory of the world, while it occupies nearly
one-quarter of the whole continent of Asia, the largest of
continents. It is considerably larger than Europe, and is
nearly equal to half of the vast continent of North America,
being much larger than either the United States or the
Dominion of Canada taken separately. Twenty countries
equal in size to France, or thirty-five countries equal in
area to the British Isles, could be placed within the
Chinese Empire, while more than one-third of these would
be located within that portion known as China Proper.

For a traveller to encircle China he would need to
journey a distance considerably greater than half the
circumference of the world. Of this distance some 4000
miles would be coast-line, some 6000 miles would
be bordering on Russian territory, another 4800 miles
would touch British possessions, while of the remainder,

Eng. ‘:;?aﬁliles. Population.
! China Proper . . . 1,532,420 407,337,305
Dependencies—
Manchuria . . . 363,610 8,500,000
Mongolia . . . . 1,367,600 2,680,000
Tibet . . . . 463,200 6,430,000
Chinese Turkestan . . 550,340 1,200,000

Total . . . 4,277,170 426,047,305
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some 400 miles would be contiguous to country under
French rule and about 800 miles might be described as
doubtful. |

Vast as is the area of the Chinese Empire, there is
naturally a greater interest attaching to its people than to
the land itself. In the millions of this Empire the
merchant sees one of the largest and most promising
markets of the world; the financier recognises an almost
limitless field for mining enterprise; the statesman and
the soldier perceive political and military problems of the
most stupendous magnitude; while the Christian, though
not unmindful of other aspects, thinks more of the count-
less millions of men and women who are living and dying
without that knowledge which is alone able to make them
wise unto salvation.

The most recently accepted cemsus of the population
published by the Chinese Government gives the total
population of the Empire as 426,000,000.! That so large
a proportion of the human race should be located in one
empire 1s an astonishing fact, and it is not to be wondered
at that some persons have questioned the trustworthiness
of these figures. It is certainly remarkable that about one-
quarter of the world’s population should be settled in a
territory which 1s only one-twelfth of the whole; or, if
reference be made to China Proper only, that one-quarter
of the world’s population should be crowded into a country
which possesses not more than one-thirtieth of the inhabit-
able land of the globe.

Much as these facts may provoke a doubt in the mind
of the student, the only possible data at present is that
supplied by the Chinese Government, though other
evidences can be adduced to show that these figures are not
altogether incredible. The Rev. Arthur H. Smith has—by
careful calculations in limited areas to be accepted as a unit
of measurement for other districts which to all appearances
are equally populated—proved that in some areas there is a
population of 531 to the square mile, while in another area

! See footnote on p. 2 from 7'he Statesman's Year-Book.
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the population worked out at 2129 per square mile. Com-
menting on his own experiments, he has said : “For the
plain of North China as a whole it is probable that it would
be found more reasonable to estimate 300 persons to the
square mile for the more sparsely settled regions, and from
1000 to 1500 for the more thickly settled regions.”

Colonel Manifold, in a lecture before the Royal
Geographical Society in 1903, expressed his belief that the
population of the Chengtu plain was no less than 1700
to the square mile; and Consul W. J. Clennell, in China, No.
1, 1903, gives the population of Shanghai as “ something
like 160,000 to a square mile.” When it is remembered
that the population in London ranges up to 60,000 to the
square mile, and that in the poorest parts of Liverpool it
is nowhere above 100,000 per square mile, the density of
population in some of the Chinese cities will be more easily
appreciated.

It is more easy to speak of millions than to appreciate
the significance of the word. It is less than one million
days since Isaiah penned his prophecies, and less than one
million hours since Morrison landed in Canton. The death-
rate of China alone would in six months blot out London,
or in a fortnight the British army, while one day would
remove the entire population of Canterbury. This is not
mere sentiment, but actual fact. Could we but realise the
misery, the hopelessness, the fear and dread which encircle
one death in the land where Christ is not known, we should
surely be moved to greater efforts and to a more supreme
consecration and willing self-denial that the true Light
might shine upon those now sitting in darkness and in the
shadow of death.



EARLY MISSIONS

ALTHOUGH the breviary of the Malabar Church and the
Syrian Canon both record that St. Thomas preached the
Gospel to the Chinese, and although Arnobius, the Christian
apologist (A.D. 300) writes of the Christian deeds done in
India and among the Seres (Chinese), the first certain date
concerning early missions in China is connected with the
work of the Nestorian Church. It is now generally
accepted that the Nestorians made their entry into China
as early as A.D. 505, and records exist stating that Nestorian
monks brought the eggs of the silkworm from China to Con-
stantinople in A.D. 551. The discovery, at Sian Fu in
AD. 1625, of the Nestorian tablet, places the question of
Nestorian Missions in China beyond all doubt. This tablet,
which was erected in A.D. 781, tells of the arrival of
Nestorian missionaries at Sian Fu, the then capital of
China, as early as A.D. 635, and gives some brief account
of their work and teaching.

Although these early missionaries preached the Gospel
and translated the Scriptures, of which translation, however,
there is now no trace, their work was not of an abiding
character. Partly through subsequent persecution on the
part of the Chinese Government, partly through the rise of
Mohammedanism and the power of the Arabs, who cut off
their connection with the west, and probably because their
Gospel was not a full Gospel, their work did not abide the
test of time and the strain of adverse conditions. Never-
theless, traces of their work are to be found through many
centuries.

In A.p. 845 the Emperor Wu Tsung, when condemning

6
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4600 Buddhist monasteries to be destroyed, also ordered
300 foreign priests, whether of Tath-sin (the Roman
Empire) or Muhura, “ to return to secular life, to the end
that the customs of the empire may be uniform.”' The
accounts of two Arab travellers of the ninth century (A.p.
851 and 878) also give eloquent evidence of the knowledge
of the truth in China, Ebn Wahab and the Emperor hold-
ing an interesting dialogue about the facts and history of the
Old and New Testaments. Again, Marco Polo in the thir-
teenth century, and the early Franciscan missionaries also,
referred to the Nestorians and their work. In AD. 1725 a
Syrian manuscript, containing a large portion of the Old
Testament and a collection of hymns, was discovered in the
possession of a Chinese. This is thought to be one of the few
relics of this early Church. Being, however, cut off from
all intercourse with their mother Church by the rise of
Mohammedanism, and lacking the vigour of a pure faith,
their work has passed away leaving little trace behind.

FIrRsT RoMAN CATHOLIC EFFORT

The first and second efforts of the Roman Catholic
Church to evangelise the Far East took place during periods
of world-wide activity. @ While the fervour which was
stirring Europe to engage in the Crusades was still burning,
while Venice was manifesting her keen commercial activity,
—and Marco Polo was a Venetian—and while the zeal of
the great orders of St. Dominic and St. Francis of Assisi
was at its height, the Church of Rome commenced what we
may now call her first effort to evangelise the Far East by
sending her messengers to the court of the great Mongol
power. The peace of Europe had just been threatened by
the terrible invasion of the hordes of Jenghis Khan, and in
return the Church of Rome sent back to Jenghis Khan’s
successors their messengers of peace.

In A.p. 1246 John de Plano Carpini started upon his
Journey for the Far East, and in A.n. 1288 Pope Nicholas IV.

1 Du Halde, China, vol. i. p. 618.



INTRODUCTION 7

despatched John de Monte Corvino upon what became the
first settled Roman Catholic Mission in the court of Kublai
Khan, the founder of the Yiien or Mongol dynasty in China.
The missionary activity which existed in Europe at this time
is revealed by Raymond Lull’s advocation of the founding of
a chair in the University of Paris for the study of the
Tartar tongue, that “ thus we may learn the language of the
adversaries of God; and that our learned men, by preach-
ing to them and teaching them, may by the sword of the
Truth overcome their falsehood and restore to God a people
as an acceptable offering, and may convert our foes and
His to friends.”

However much one may feel that John de Monte
Corvino’s teaching as a messenger of Rome may differ
from the Protestant faith of to-day, there can be no
question that he was in spirit a true missionary. Opposed
by the Nestorians, cut off for twelve long years from any
communication with Europe, he did what the Roman
Catholic Church are not accustomed to do to-day, he
translated the whole of the New Testament and the Psalter
into the language of the Tartars among whom he dwelt,
and publicly taught the law of Christ. His two extant
letters are pathetic records of his labours. Grey-headed
through his toils and tribulations long before his time, he
yet cheerfully endured the hardships of his mission, and
survived until the ripe age of seventy-eight, having been
appointed Archbishop of China in 1307. It was at the
time of this appointment that Clement V. sent seven
assistants to help him, and after his death various
successors were appointed; but the sway of the Mongol
dynasty was not for long, and with its fall, and with the
rise of the Ming dynasty which followed, Christianity was
for a time swept out of China.

One of the grandest opportunities that the Church of
Christ has ever had presented to it, and it must e
remembered this was before the rise of Protestantism,
is connected with the lifetime of Kublai Khan mentioned
above. There are letters still extant, preserved in the
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French archives, relating the remarkable fact that Kublai
Khan actually requested the Pope to send one hundred
missionaries to his country “ to prove by force of argument,
to idolaters and other kinds of folk, that the law of Christ
was best, and that all other religions were false and naught ;
and that if they would prove this, he and all under him
would become Christians and the Church’s liegemen.” “What
might have been” is a question that cannot but rise in
the hearts of those who read this extract. The death of the
Pope, however, and faction among the cardinals, with the
subsequent failure of the two missionaries sent—they turned
back because of the hardships of the way—Ilost to Asia an
opportunity such as the Church has seldom had.

SECOND RoMAN CATHOLIC EFFORT
PEeRrIOD OF GROWTH, 1579-1722 ; PERIOD OF DECLINE, 1722-1809

This second period of Roman Catholic effort synchronises
with the Renaissance of the sixteenth century, with the rise
of Protestantism, and is connected with Vasco da Gama's
enterprise in doubling the Cape and taking possession of
Malacca, for from this base Xavier carried on his labours in
the Far East.

While in Europe the Reformation was becoming an
increasing power, the Church of Rome commenced its
counter-reformation in a strong missionary propaganda.
The navigation of the East being under the control of
Portugal and Spain, the Protestant Church was excluded
from missionary activity even had it so desired. In the
same year as England threw off the papal yoke, the order
of the Jesuits, of which Xavier was one of the original
members, was formed. The story of his labours in India,
of his mission to Japan, and his death off the coast of China,
are too well known to need repetition here. His inspiring
zeal and his burning love to Christ, together with his failings
and errors as a missionary, have been revealed through his
translated letters, edited by the late Henry Venn, Honorary
Secretary of the Church Missionary Society.
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In 1560 the Portuguese took Macao, and Valignani,
Superintendent of the Jesuits’ Missions to the East, settled
there. His are the words so frequently but wrongly ascribed
to Xavier: “Oh rock, rock, rock, when wilt thou open to
my Lord!” The Fathers Rogers and Ricci were selected
by Valignani as pioneers to China, but Rogers shortly
returned to Rome. In 1582 Ricci succeeded in gaining
a foothold on the mainland at Shaoking, the residence of
the Governor,and by a system which subordinated the Gospel
to expediency, he slowly worked his way to Peking, which
city he reached in 1601, just twenty-one years after landing
in Macao. During the intervening period he had settled
Missions at Nanchang Fu, Suchow Fu, and Nanking Fu.
At his death in 1610 an imperial edict ordered the erec-
tion of a monument to his memory.

Of his ability and that of his colleagues there can be no
question, but of his methods it must be said they merit the
criticism and censure they have received. By 1637 he with
his colleagues had published no fewer than three hundred
and forty treatises upon religion, philosophy, and mathe-
matics, and among his most noted converts must be men-
tioned Paul Sii and his widowed daughter Candida. But
for Paul Sii’s defence, the Roman Catholic Missions in sub-
sequent years would have suffered even more severely than
they did.

In 1631 the Dominicans and Franciscans began to
arrive in China, but were not welcomed by the Jesuits,
with whom a bitter controversy arose. With the break-up
of the Ming dynasty and the rise of the present Manchu
power, all parties more or less suffered, though Schaal, the
able and distingunished successor of Ricei, was, through Paul
Sii’s recommendation, placed in a position of honour.
Schaal, however, eventually died of grief, Verbiest and
others were imprisoned, while twenty-one Jesuits were
banished from the country. This was during the minority
of the famous Emperor Kang-hsi, under whom subsequently
the Roman Catholics enjoyed great favour. It was under
his enlightened rule that the Jesuits prepared their careful
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survey of the Empire and reformed the calendar, Verbiest
causing no small chagrin to the native astronomers by his
remark, “ It is not within my power to make the heavens
agree with your diagrams!”

Although during the earlier portion of Kang-hsi’s reign
of sixty years he had heaped favours upon the Jesuits,
had built a magnificent church for them in Pekin, and
written with his own hand an honorific tablet in their
favour, the strife between the followers of Loyola, Dominie,
and Francis as to the word wherewith to translate “ God,”
and concerning the true significance of ancestral worship,
etc, led eventually to an ¢mpasse between the Emperor and
the Pope. On the one hand, the Pope required all
missionaries proceeding to China to sign a formula
promising obedience to the orders of the Vatican on these
points, while the Emperor on his part forbade any missionary
to remain in the country unless willing to accept his
Interpretation.

Bulls almost contradictory in their instructions were
issued by various popes, and special legates were despatched
to China—one of whom died there in prison, without the
attainment of a satisfactory settlement. In some respects
the controversy may be said to have largely arisen through
the unworthy compromises and ambition for imperial favour
which characterised the Jesuits’ policy.

With the death of Kang-hsi in 1722 the period of
favour passed away and one of decline set in. An edict
was almost immediately issued (1724) by Yong-ching,
Kang-hsi’s successor, closing all provincial churches and
limniting the residence of missionaries to Peking and Canton ;
while in 1744 the next Emperor, Kien-lung, whose reign
lasted nearly sixty years, and under whom the Empire
attained its zenith both in power and extent, encouraged a
general persecution throughout the country, hundreds of
Chinese Christians and some ten Europeans being put to
death.

The suppression of the Jesuits by Clement XIV. in
1773, the overbearing attitude of the Portuguese traders at
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Macao, and the haughty conduct of the East India Company
at Canton, and finally the overthrow of the papacy by
Napoleon Bonaparte in 1809, are important events which
affected and mark the rapid decline of Roman Catholic
Missions in China, during the latter portion of the
eighteenth and the opening years of the nineteenth century.

While many of the methods employed by the Roman
Catholic missionaries, and especially by the Jesuits, cannot
but be severely criticised, there is no question as to their
devotion, their ability and influence, and their willingness
to suffer hardship. To Roman Catholic missionaries
Europe was indebted for almost all that was known about
China, and Dr. Morrison received no small assistance
through their early translations and literary work. = Their
methods may be a warning, but their zeal should certainly
be an inspiration and reproof.

The order of the Jesuits was re-established in 1822,
from which time the Roman Catholics have continued to
push forward their work in China.

PROTESTANT MISSIONS

PERIOD OF PREPARATION, 1807—-1842

Just one hundred years ago, in 1807, when the guns
of Napoleon Bonaparte and the tramp of his guards were
shaking the thrones of Europe to their very foundations,
Just eight years before the Battle of Waterloo gave to the
troubled peoples any sense of security, Dr. Morrison sailed
for the distant and then little known Empire of China.
The vigour and enterprise both of Church and State in
those days are a cause of ceaseless encouragement ; and how
far the faith and loyalty! of God’s people, who in the
darkest hours of national life dared and attempted great

! In the same year that Morrison sailed for China the Slave trade was
abolished by Act of Parliament.
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things for God, moved the heart and arm of Him who is
the great Disposer of kings and peoples to give the victory
to British arms, only eternity will fully show.

Dr. Morrison landed in Canton in the autumn of 1807,
having previously prepared himself for his future work, so
far as that was possible, by some preliminary study of the
Chinese language, by the transcribing of a Chinese manu-
script of part of the New Testament found in the British
Museum (see p. 379), and by making a copy of a Chinese
and Latin dictionary. Confronted by a closed land and
mountains of difficulty, he, to quote the words of his
subsequent colleague, Dr. Milne, with “the patience that
refuses to be conquered, the diligence that never tires, the
caution that always trembles, and the studious habit that
spontaneously seeks retirement,” laid the foundations of all
subsequent missionary work.

From 1807 to 1834—the same year that the Kast
India Company’s charter ceased—he laboured on practically
alone, for Milne, who reached China in 1813 and died in
1822, was not allowed to live at Canton. Shortly before
his death, however, he was cheered by the arrival of three
workers from America, Bridgman ' and Abeel, who reached
Canton in 1830—though Abeel shortly afterwards left for
Siam—and Wells-Williams,' who reached Macao the year
before Morrison died. Thus for twenty-seven years, with
the exception of his furlough in 1824, he laboured on at
his great task, in loneliness, often in sickness, and amid
almost overwhelming discouragements. ~The love and
courage of the two women—for he was twice married—
who shared his toils and sorrows must not be forgotten.
Among his trials must be mentioned the long times of
painful separation from wife and children, once for six
unbroken years.

It is true that the London Missionary Society had sent
out more than ten men whose aim was the evangelisation

! Dr. Bridgman started the Chinrse Repository in 1832, and Dr. Wells-
Williams became the author of The Middle Kingdom, and was alterwards
the Secretary of the U.8.A. Legation in China.



T

Bignor Bunrpon.

DR,
REV.

PErER
D,

PARKER,
Lrcan,

GROUP 1.

2. REv. W. H. MEDHURST. 3. DRr. LOCKHART.
5. BisHor GEORGE SMITH, 6. Rev. F. GENAHR.
8. BisHOor BOONE, Sen. 9. Rev. WerLLs WILLIAMS,

For short Biographical outlines, see pages 436-7.

To face page 12.






INTRODUCTION 13

of China, but these were obliged to remain in what was
called the Ultra-Ganges Mission; so that, “in the face of
almost every discouragement short of violent expulsion
from the country, he had accomplished, almost single-
handed, three great tasks—the Chinese Dictionary, the
establishment of the Anglo-Chinese College at Malacca, and
the translation of the Holy Scriptures into the book-language
of China.” Twice his font of type was destroyed and his
press had to be removed to Malacca, and in addition to this
he had to face the adverse edicts of the Chinese Govern-
ment, forbidding the circulation of foreign books and
preaching of the foreign doctrine. The friendly attitude
of some of the American merchants, however, was a silver
lining to the dark cloud. Through one of these, Mr.
Olyphant, some of the American Societies became deeply
interested in China, Mr. Olyphant subsequently placing
his ships at the disposal of these Societies for the free
transport of their missionaries to the field.

The L.M.S., while seeking to enter China from the
south, also commenced an effort to reach the tribes of
Mongolia on the north, Messrs. Stallybrass and Swan
commencing their work on the borders of Lake Baikal in
1818. This Mission was closed by the Holy Synod of the
Russian Government in 1840, but not before the greater
part of the Bible had been translated into Mongolian.

The remarkable journeys of Gutzlaff also fall within the
period of Morrison’s life. During the five years 1831-35,
Karl Gutzlaff, connected with the Netherlands Missionary
Society, made seven journeys along the coasts of Siam and
China, reaching Tientsin in 1831. The greatest interest
was aroused both in England and America, among mission-
ary, commercial, and political circles, and in 1835 the
L.M.S. requested Dr. Medhurst to attempt similar journeys.
Dr. Medhurst did so, and reached Shantung in company
with the Rev. E. Stevens. Although events proved that
China was not yet as accessible as had been anticipated,
Gutzlaff was nevertheless used of God to kindle a flame of
enthusiasm in the hearts of not a few. Indirectly his zeal
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led to the formation of the Chinese Evangelisation Society,
which sent out Mr. Hudson Taylor, while his visit to
Herrnhut resulted in the Moravian Mission to Tibet
commenced in 1853, although Mongolia had been the
goal intended. His industry was enormous, and, though
not always reliable, his publications, according to Wells-
Williams, numbered no fewer than eighty-five in the
Chinese, Japanese, Dutch, German, English, Siamese,
Cochin-Chinese, and Latin languages.

In 1834 the East India Company’s charter ceased and
the trade in the Far East was thrown open to all. Open
competition immediately led to an increase in the amount
of opium carried to China, to the not unnatural conster-
nation of the Chinese Government. At the same time the
change in arrangements was not understood. Having
previously only had to negotiate with merchants, they
refused to treat with Lord Napier, the newly-appointed
Superintendent, as an official of equal rank with the Viceroy
of Canton. Determined, on the one hand, to stop the trade,
and equally, though foolishly, determined, on the other hand,
not to deal with the “foreign barbarian” on the basis of
equality, an <mpasse soon arose which needed only time to
develop into war. Trade was stopped, smuggling increased,
and finally Commissioner Lin was specially appointed by
the Chinese Government to crush the opium trade.

Lin’s determined attitude, his blockade of the factories
and the burning of 20,283 chests of opium valued at
twenty millions of dollars, cannot be criticised by any one
who admires patriotism and zeal for national purity. In
the matter of the opium, China was in the right and
England in the wrong, but in many other matters China’s
attitude cannot be excused nor England’s annoyance
altogether condemned. England was not unjustly out of
patience with Chinese diplomacy, though she was unjustly
determined to force her trade, and more especially her
opium traffic.

The war that followed was brought to a close by the
cession of Hongkong to the British in 1841, and by the
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signing of the Treaty of Nanking in 1342. By this treaty
the five ports of Canton, Amoy, Shanghai, Ningpo, and
Fuchow were thrown open to trade, Hongkong was assured
to the British, and $21,000,000 was determined as the
sum to be paid the victors for indemnity. Through the
subsequent treaties of 1844 with the United States of
America and that of 1845 with France, the toleration of
Christianity was obtained, and the persecuting edicts of
1724 and later, rescinded.

Before proceeding to review the new period of missionary
enterprise ushered in by the Treaty of Nanking, it 1s
necessary to record that medical missions to the Chinese
had already made a good beginning. In 1834, the year
that Morrison died, Dr. Peter Parker of the American
Board landed in Canton, and during the following year
opened the first missionary hospital in China. Previous to
this Morrison himself, with two doctors connected with the
East India Company, had done something in the way of
dispensary work, but these efforts had ceased in 1832.
Dr. Cumming, an independent and self-supporting worker,
had commenced work at Amoy almost as soon as that port
was opened in 1842 ; while Dr. Lockhart, who had opened
a hospital at Tinghai in Chusan in 1841—when that
island was occupied by the British troops—moved to
Shanghai in 1844. Another hospital was opened at
Canton by Dr. Hobson in 1846. Thus was begun that
branch of Mission work which was to be so much used of
God in after years to break down the opposition and dis-
trust of the Chinese.

In 1834 a Society for the Diffusion of Useful Know-
ledge in China was inaugurated, and in 1835 the Morrison
Educational Society was founded. During the whole of
this period, from 1807 to 1842, fifty-seven workers had
either in China or in the Straits sought to advance the
Kingdom of God among the Chinese. Of these fifty-seven
persons, ten had died before the period closed, while fifteen
had retired, leaving thirty-two still living in 1842. These
fifty-seven workers had heen connected with the following
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eight Societies: the London Missionary Society, the Nether-
lands Mission, the American Board, the American Baptists,
the American Episcopalians, the Church Missionary Society,
the American Presbyterians, and the Morrison Educational
Society.

PERr1IOD OF THE PORTS, 1842-1860

With the signing of the Treaty of Nanking and the
opening of the five treaty ports, missionary work entered
upon an entirely new era. At the time of Morrison’s
death there had been only two missionaries residing in
China Proper, Messrs. Bridgman and Wells-Williams, both
of the American Board. Dr. Parker and the Rev. Edwin
Stevens both reached Canton in 1834, though the latter
died in 1837.

With the opening of the treaty ports there was an
immediate move forward. Messrs. Roberts and Shuck of
the American Baptist Mission appear to have been the
first to settle at Hongkong, moving there in 1842. In the
following year the London Missionary Society transferred
its printing press and its Anglo-Chinese College to that
colony, Dr. Legge, who had been in Malacca since 1839,
being its Principal. For the next thirty-four years, until
his appointment as Professor of Chinese at Oxford, Dr.
Legge continued his invaluable labours, placing the whole
world, and the missionary body especially, under a lasting
obligation to him for his translations and commentaries on
the Chinese classics. Among his colleagues in the L.M.S.
at Hongkong must be mentioned Drs. Chalmers and
Hobson.

Among the other Societies represented at Hongkong
during this period were the Church Missionary Society
temporarily ;' the Basel Missionary Society, which com-
menced work on the island in 184%7; and the Rhenish

! Bishop Smith of Hongkong first went out in connection with the
C.M.S. in 1844, but his health failing, he had to return home after two
years' service. ‘He was consecrated Bishop of Victoria, Hongkong, in 1849.
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Mission with such men as Genaehr and Lobscheid. The
Rev. George Piercy, who founded the Wesleyan Missions
in China, commenced his work there before removing to
Canton, and among the teachers connected with the
Morrison Education Society should be mentioned the Rev.
S. R. Brown.

In Canton the work grew round such men as the Rev.
R. H. Graves of the American Baptists, South, a worker
who has recently celebrated his Jubilee of missionary
service in China ; while the Rev. I. J. Roberts, subsequently
famous as the one to whom the leader of the Taiping
Rebellion made application for baptism, had moved from
Hongkong to this city.

The work at Amoy was founded by Abeel and Boone in
1842, and among the names permanently associated with
that centre are William Burns and Carstairs Douglas of the
English Presbyterian Mission. Fuchow was opened by the
Rev. Stephens Johnson of the American Board in 1846,
after thirteen years’ work at Bangkok, he being joined by
the Rev. J. Doolittle of the same Society. The American
Methodist Episcopalians and the Church Missionary Society
followed, the latter Mission being severely tested by eleven
years of hard toil before any visible results were seen.
With this centre also is connected the first effort of the
Church in Sweden to assist in the evangelisation of China.
The Missionary Society of Lund sent out two men; but
before work had been commenced, one had been killed by
pirates and the other so severely wounded as to be invalided
for life.

Going northward to Ningpo, we find the work there
carried on by several Societies. The American Baptists
were represented by Drs. D. J. Macgowan, E. C. Lord, and
J. Goddard; the American Presbyterians with a strong
work under Dr. D. B. M‘Cartee, Dr. W. A. P. Martin, and
others; the English Baptists with their first China Mission
opened by T. H. Hudson; and the Church Mission-
ary Society represented by Cobbold, Russell, Gough, and
G. E. Moule. Both Russell and G. E. Moule were subse-

C
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quently consecrated Bishops. The remarkable work among
Chinese girls carried on by Miss Aldersey, who had left
England as early as 1837 for Java, whence she removed to
Ningpo, must not be forgotten; nor the lamented Mr.
Lowrie, who was murdered by pirates at sea.

At Shanghai some nine or ten Societies commenced
work, the details of which would weary the general reader.
Among the outstanding men at that centre, mention should
be made of Drs. Medhurst, Lockhart, Muirhead, Edkins,
Griffith John, and Mr. Wylie, all of the L.M.S.; Bishop
Boone, the Rev., afterwards Bishop, Schereschewsky of the
American Episcopalian; Dr. Bridgman of the American
Board, who had removed there from Canton; and the Rev.
J. Hudson Taylor of the Chinese Evangelisation Society,
who removed to Ningpo in 1856.

To suminarise the period. During the eighteen years
between the Treaty of Nanking and the Peking Convention,
some seventeen Societies had commenced work in China,
having, with the other Societies already on the field, sent
out some 160 to 170 workers, not counting wives. Of these,
seventy bad either died or retired during the period, while
of the seventeen Societies mentioned, at least five of them
have no work in China to-day.

The two outstanding events which materially affected
the missionary work of this period were the outbreak of the
Taiping Rebellion and the second war which preceded the
Treaty of Tientsin.

Hong Siu-ts’iien, with whom the Taiping Rebellion
originated, was born in 1813, the year that Milne reached
Canton. At the age of twenty he received a tract from
Liang A-fah, Dr. Morrison’s convert and helper. The
tract was, however, neglected for some ten years, during
which time his annoyance at repeated failures to obtain
his degree greatly aggravated an illness which assumed the
form of cataleptic fits and visions. Connecting these
visions with what he subsequently read in the tract, he
started upon a crusade against idolatry and the reigning
dynasty. An attempt to arrest him resulted in his finally
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taking up arms against the throne and the proclaiming of
himself as the “ Heavenly King.”

Inspired in its beginnings with much that was good,
such as the condemnation of opium-smoking, the observ-
ance of the Sabbath, the circulation of the Scriptures—
these being specially bound with the Taiping arms em-
blazoned on the cover—it gradually degenerated into a
cruel and terrible rebellion which devastated the fairest of
China’s provinces and slew millions of human lives. The
rebellion was not quelled until 1864, when the city of
Nanking fell before General Gordon, the rising having
commenced in 1850. With the various opinions as to the
good and evil connected with this movement there is not
space to deal here. Suffice it to say that the British and
Foreign Bible Society in 1853 decided to celebrate its
Jubilee by the printing of one million New Testaments in
Chinese, the Christian public at home, in common with
many of the missionaries on the field, hoping that the
movement might result in a general acceptance of Chris-
tianity on the part of the Chinese.

Meanwhile, in the midst of these troubles, England’s
second war with China broke out over the lorcha Arrow
incident. This boat, engaged in smuggling opium, was
flying the British flag, but without authorisation for so
doing. The Chinese Government not unnaturally seized
the boat (Oct. 1856), knowing her true nature, while the
British demanded immediate satisfaction for what was re-
garded by them as an insult to the British flag. The war
which followed lasted, with an unsatisfactory peace of one
year, from 1856—when Canton was bombarded—until
1860, when the 1858 treaty of Tientsin was ratified at
Peking.

From 1858 to 1860 no fewer than nine treaties were
signed between China on the one hand, and Britain, the
United States, France, and Russia on the other, while one
with Prussia was signed during the following year. By
these treaties Peking was opened to the residence of Foreign
Ministers, and, if the whole list as it appears in Article V1.
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of the Prussian Treaty' be followed, the following ports
were declared opened to trade: Canton, Swatow, Amoy,
Foochow, Ningpo, Shanghai, Chefoo, Tientsin, Niuchuang,
Chinkiang, Kiukiang, Hankow, Kiungchow (Hainan), and
Taiwan and Tamsui in Formosa. Five of these had, of
course, been opened by the Nanking Treaty of 1842.

Among the important items of the British Treaty must
be mentioned the Tariff revision, which was acknowledged
as part and parcel of the Treaty. Rule V. of this Tariff
reads: “ The restrictions affecting trade in opium, etc., are
relaxed, under the following conditions: Opium shall
henceforth pay 30 taels per picul import duty.” This was
to prevent the Chinese excluding the trade by the imposition
of a more heavy duty. Comment is not needed.

In addition to the opening of the ports mentioned above,
the right to travel, with passport, throughout the eighteen
provinces was granted, the protection of foreigners and
Chinese propagating or adopting Christianity was promised,
while the Chinese translation of the French Treaty gave
special permission to French missionaries “to rent and
purchase land in the provinces and to erect buildings thereon
at pleasure.” Although the French text, which was the
final authority, did not contain this clause—it having been
surreptitiously inserted by one of the French priests into
the Chinese text, an action not unnaturally severely criti-
cised—the Chinese never raised any serious objection and
were guided by their own translation.

PERIOD OF PENETRATION, 1860-—-1877

To follow in detail the development of Missions through
the succeeding years is increasingly difficult, and naturally
quite impossible within the limits of a brief introduction.
The Treaty of Tientsin was recognised as a loud call to the
Churches at home to do more for the evangelisation of
China. During the lull between the signing of the Treaty

! Nanking being in the hands of the Taipings when the British Treaty
was drawn up, the British Treaty does not name the Yangtse ports.
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at Tientsin in 1858 and its ratification at Peking in 1860,
the British squadron proceeded up the river Yangtse, and
Dr. Muirhead of the L.M.S. was allowed as a special favour
to accompany the expedition. In consequence of his
report, Griffith John and R. Wilson were designated to
Hankow by the L.M.S., which important city they reached in
1861, soon after it had been opened as one of the new ports.

In 1862 Josiah Cox, of the Wesleyan Missionary Society,
reached the same strategic centre, being joined shortly
afterwards by Dr. Porter Smith, the first medical missionary
to Central China, in 1864, and by David Hill in 1865.
In 1864 Griffith John had the joy of baptizing his first
converts at Hankow, and in the same year the first Chinese
clergyman connected with the C.M.S. was ordained at
Shanghai by Bishop Smith.

An advance was also made towards the north of China :
Dr. Edkins of the L.M.S. settled at Tientsin in 1861, and
Dr. Lockhart of the same Society was permitted to reside
at Peking as medical adviser to the Legation. Dr. Edkins
baptized the first converts at Peking in 1862, and settled
there the following year, leaving the work at Tientsin in
the care of Jonathan Lees. In 1864 Dr. Dudgeon succeeded
Dr. Lockhart. The Methodist New Connexion commenced its
China Mission in 1860, and early stationed its two workers,
the Revs. J. Innocent and W. N. Hall, at Tientsin, out-station
work being opened by this Society in Shantung in 1866.

In 1862 the C.M.S. commenced its direct Mission work
both at Hongkong and in Peking, though Bishop Smith of
Hongkong had previously been a C.M.S. man. The Rev.
J. S. Burdon (afterwards Bishop) was allowed to remain at
Peking as quasi chaplain to the British Embassy, where he
was joined by W. H. Collins in 1863, when the restrictions
against residence in that city were removed. Tengchow,
some 55 miles north-west of Chefoo, was opened by the
American Presbyterians, North, in 1861, the same Society
commencing its work in Peking in 1863, by the transfer of
Dr. W. A. P. Martin to that centre.

In the autumn of 1865, the Rev. G. E. Moule (after-
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wards Bishop Moule), with his family, moved to Hangchow
in Chekiang. This was an important occasion, for it was
the first definite case of inland residence at other than a
Treaty Port, though the settlement of the American
Presbyterians, as mentioned above, at Tengchow on the
coast, some 55 miles from the nearest Treaty Port, must not
be overlooked. The American Presbyterians and American
Baptists soon followed to Hangchow, and in November 1866
Mr. Hudson Taylor made that city the first headquarters of
the newly-formed China Inland Mission. It should also be
mentioned that the United Methodist Free Church com-
menced its work in Ningpo in 1864.

Although great opportunities for the evangelisation of
China were presented to the Christian Church by the
signing of the Tientsin Treaty, unfortunately the Civil
War in America seriously crippled the Missionary Societies
of that country, and a spirit of religious indifference was no
less seriously affecting the Churches of Great Britain. In
1860, when the Peking Convention was signed, the total
number of missionaries in China is estimated to have been
about 115 ; while in March 1865, when the China Inland
Mission was projected, the total was only 112! When the
year 1866 dawned, there were in all only 15 Central
Mission Stations, which were all at open ports, with the
exception of Tengchow, which had been opened by the
American Presbyterians in 1861 ; Kalgan, on the Mongolian
frontier, which had been opened by the American Board in
1865; and Hangchow, which had been opened by the
present Bishop G. E. Moule in 1865. These stations
were all located in 7 provinces (including Formosa), all
coast provinces, with the exception of Hupeh, in which
Hankow is situated.

1 The figures are taken from the statistical table as published in Mr.
Hudson Taylor's original edition of China's Spiritual Needs and Claims.
Mr. Hudson Taylor himseif in his subsequent writings gives the number
as 91, which figure has been frequently quoted by other writers. The
details of the March 1865 statistical table are: 98 ordained and 14 lay
missionaries ; 206 Chinese assistants, of whom ahout a dozen were ordained ;
3132 Chinese communicants ; 25 Missionary assistants, of which 10 were
American, 12 British, and 3 Continental.
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Before we pass to the developments of the later ’sixties,
it should be mentioned that in 1863 the S.P.G. sent out
two men to China, but these only remained on the field for
a few months, the permanent work of that Society being
commenced at a later date. In 1864 Bishop Smith of
Hongkong, after fifteen years of service, resigned this
office, and the Rev. C. R. Alford was consecrated Bishop of
Victoria, while W. A. Russell was appointed as C.M.S.
Secretary for China. Bishop Alford threw himself heartily
into the work of the C.M.S., visiting all their stations on
the China coast, and travelling up the river Yangtse. So
great was his zeal for the evangelisation of China, that he
even proposed the founding of a new Society for that
special purpose. The proposal, however, was not favoured at
home.

The express object which lay behind the formation of
the C.ILM. was the occupation of Inland China, there
being at that time eleven inland provinces without any
Protestant missionary. In 1866 two inland stations
were opened in the province of Chekiang, by J. W.
Stevenson, who had preceded the ZLammermuir party.
Three more inland stations in the same province were
opened in 1867, and the city of Nankin, capital of
Kiangsu, was occupied by Mr. Duncan in September of
the following year.

Kiangsi was the first of the eleven “unoccupied
provinces ” to be opened to the Gospel, and this was by the
American Methodist Episcopalian Mission, which commenced
work at Kiukiang in 1868, the C.I.M. following in 1869.
Anhwei, another of the “ unoccupied provinces,” was opened
in January 1869 by the C.ILM,, the cities of Chinkiang
and Yangchow in Kiangsu having been opened by the
same Mission in 1868. It was at this latter city that
the terrible riot of 1868 took place.!

1 The Duke of Somerset’s litter attack upon Missions, made in the
House of Lords at this time, reccived a crushing reply by Bishop Magee ;
the same Duke's subsequent attack on African Missions, also made in
the Upper House, being answered by Archbishop Benson. Mr, Stock has
pointed out that both of these replies were maiden speeches.
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Meanwhile missionary work had been commenced in
Manchuria, Dr. Williamson, as agent for the National
Bible Society of Scotland, visiting Newchwang in 1866
while William Burns settled there in 1867, though he
died the following year. In 1869 the Irish Presbyterian
Church opened its Mission in Manchuria by the appointing
of Dr. J. M. Hunter and the Rev. H. Waddell; the
United Presbyterian Church of Scotland (now the United
Free Church) followed in 1872 by appointing the Rev.
John Ross to that field, with which his name is now so
familiar.

It was in 1870 that the L.M.S. commenced its second
effort for the evangelisation of Mongolia, the first, as has
been mentioned above, being closed by the Russian
Government in 1840. This second effort is connected
with the ever-to-be-remembered self-sacrificing labours of
James Gilmour, who left Peking in 1870 to commence his
twenty-one years of lonely and faithful toil for that land
of his adoption. Gilmour’s departure from Peking was
hastened by the terrible news of the Tientsin massacre.
Fearing that complications might arise which would hinder
his undertaking, he by faith dared the possibility of having
his line of communication cut, and “ went out, not knowing
whither he went.”

The dreadful Tientsin massacre horrified the civilised
world. The French Consul, several French missionaries,
including nine Sisters of Mercy, together with some Roman
Catholic converts, were at that time brutally killed. The
time was one of considerable unrest, and even at Shanghai
the foreign residents, with ships of war and more than five
hundred volunteers, scarcely slept for fear of attack. Fresh
criticism broke out at home against the missionaries, but
Sir Thomas Wade and Earl Granville nobly stood by
the missionary cause. As for France, the sudden outbreak
of the Franco-German War prevented her bringing that
strong pressure to bear upon China which she had at first
threatened.

1 Newchwang was opened as a port in 1861,
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Among the most important events which transpired
between 1870 and 1875 should be mentioned the settle-
ment of the long-delayed question of a Missionary
Bishopric in connection with the CM.S. This was
accomplished by the consecration of Bishop Russell as
Bishop for North China, and the regretted resignation
of Bishop Alford ; J.S. Burdon being consecrated as Bishop
of Victoria in 1874. In 1871 the Canadian Presbyterians
commenced their work on the Island of Formosa; and in
1874 the S.P.G. definitely commenced its China Mission
by the appointment of two men to that field, one of whom
is the present Bishop C. P. Scott. It was also in 1874
that the C.LLM. opened its station at Wuchang as a base for
its advance into the interior. The same Mission also opened
Bhamo in Burmah in 1875, with the hope that it might
soon be possible to enter China from the west. It was
also during the same year that the C.ILM. commenced its
itinerations in what were to prove two of the most
difficult provinces to be opened to the Gospel, the provinces
of Honan and Hunan.

During this period an important advance was made in
the intercourse of foreign nations with China, Ambassadors
of the various powers being allowed audience with the
Emperor Tong-chi, who had just attained his majority,
without performing the usual Chinese prostrations. The
missionaries had also been considerably perplexed by the
difficult and vexed controversy over the terms to be used
for God and Holy Spirit, concerning which subject more
will be found in the chapter entitled “ The Bible in the
Chinese Empire.”

With the year 1875 Missions in China entered upon a
new and wider sphere. The murder of Mr. R. A. Margary,
an English Consular Official who had been sent across
China from east to west to escort an exploring party
under Colonel H. Brown from Burmah into China, led to
the relations between England and China being strained to
their utmost. After more than eighteen months of diplo-
matic negotiations, with an ever-increasing tension, the
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nations were brought to the verge of war. Sir Thomas
Wade hauled down the British flag and left Peking. The
Chinese Government finding they had gone too far,
despatched Li Hung-chang as their special Commissioner
to overtake him at Chefoo, when the Chefoo Convention?
of 1876 was signed.

Although the Tientsin Treaty of 1858 had, in the
letter, given considerable facilities for missionary operations
in the interior, these had been in large measure inoperative,
The Chefoo Convention, however, in addition to giving
force to privileges already granted, gave special facilities
for travel, and made special arrangements whereby for two
years officers might be sent by the British Minister to see
that proclamations connected with the “ Margary Settle-
ment ” were posted throughout the provinces.

In a remarkable way God had provided for the facilities
granted by the Chefoo Convention being utilised for the
evangelisation of China. Some two years previously, Mr.
Hudson Taylor had been led to put forth an appeal for
prayer that God would give a band of eighteen men for
work in the then nine still unoccupied provinces. These
men were given, and when the Convention was signed they
were all in China, ready to take advantage of the unfore-
seen though prayed for openings. Mr. Taylor himself
arrived just as the Convention was signed, and at once
inaugurated a series of wide and systematic itinerations
with the object of preparing the way for future and more
settled work. That the opportunity was rapidly seized 1s
proved by the fact that before the year closed—and the
Convention had only been signed in September—Shansi,
Shensi, and Kansu had been entered, while during the
following year Szechwan and Yunnan had been traversed,
the capital of Kweichow occupied, and Kwangsi visited.

During 1877 Mr. J. M‘Carthy accomplished his remark-
able walk across China, an account of which was published

1 The Chefoo Convention was not ratified until 1885. Although the
Chinese fulfilled its stipulations, the British Government dclayed its
ratification for nime years, that it might exact more onerous conditions
concerning the opium traffic.
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by the Geographical Society, and in the C.L.M. Report for
1878 it was stated that the missionary journeys of twenty
pioneers had amounted to an aggregate of 30,000 miles.
Could a clearer illustration of Divine guidance be desired
than this. The men had been prayed for before there was
any evidence of the way being opened. The way was,
however, in an unexpected manner opened, and that just
as the men ! were ready to go forward. -

Both M‘Carthy and Cameron in their journeys crossed
from China into Burmah, but were forbidden by the British
authorities to recross the frontier, and J. W. Stevenson and
H. Soltau had to wait for four years before they obtained
permission to enter China from the west.> These journeys
were only the beginnings of a more thorough survey of the
unoccupied and less occupied parts of China. As many of
these widespread itinerations were severely criticised at the
time, it may perhaps be allowable to quote the opinion of so
competent an authority as Mr. Eugene Stock. Writing of
this period in the History of the Church Missionary Society,
he says: “ The work, in fact, only professed to be preparatory,
and in that sense after years showed that its success was
unmistakable.  Gradually, but after a considerable time,
not only the C.I.LM. but many other Societies—the C.M.S.
for one—established regular stations in the remoter pro-
vinces; and of all these Missions, the C.I.M. men were the
courageous forerunners.”

If it be remembered that this, the real opening of the
interior of China, took place only a generation ago, it will
be recognised what an immense advance has since been
made. In addition to the above-mentioned itinerations,
several long and important journeys had been made by

1 Of these men Mr. Stock lLas said : ““Some of whom have since made a
very definite mark in the history of Missions in China.” Among them,
special reference should be made to Adam Dorward, who gave eight years
to itinerant work in Hunan (sce Pioneer Work in Hunan, published by Morgan
and Scott, 2s.), and Dr. Cameron, whose extensive journeys took him
through seventeen out of eightecn provinces, not to speak of his itinerations
in Manchuria, Mongolia, Eastern Tibet, and Burmah.

? Mr. Stevenson made an experimental journey across the border in the

winter of 1879 ; returning to Bhamo, he with Mr. Soltau set out in 1880 on
what was the first journey across China from west to east.
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members of other Missions, which must not be overlooked.
The most remarkable of these were the following :—

1864. Dr. Williamson, to Eastern Mongolia.

1865. Mr. Bagley, to “remote provinces.”

1866. Dr. Williamson and Rev. J. Lees, to Shensi, through
Shansi, returning »i4 Honan.

1867. Mr. Johnson, of B. and F.B.S,, to Honan.

1868. Mr. Wylie and Dr. John, of L.M.S., to Szechwan and
through Shensi.

1868. Mr. Oxenham, from Peking to Hankow, through
Honan.

1867-70. Mr. Wellman, of B. and F.B.S,, in Shansi.

1870-72. Mr. Mollman, of B. and F.B.S,, in Shansi.

While these widespread itinerations were taking place,
the first general Missionary Conference was held at Shanghai.
At that gathering it was estimated that the total number
of men who had joined the Protestant Missions to the
Chinese up to 1876 was 484. The total number of
workers, men and women, in the field in 1877 was 4'73.
Of these, 228 were attached to 15 British Societies, 212
were connected with 12 American Societies, while 26
represented 2 Continental Missions, and 7 were uncon-
nected. The total number of converts was 13,035.

THE PERIOD OF PROGRESS, PERSECUTION, AND PROSPERITY,
1878-190%7

The wider openings afforded by the Chefoo Convention
and the interest aroused in the Home Churches by the
Conference of 1877, together with other causes, led to a
noticeable advance in the occupation of China for Christ.
Only four new Societies entered upon work in China
during the ’seventies. These Societies were: the Canadian
Presbyterian, which commenced its work in Formosa in
1871, though it did not open up work on the mainland
until 1888 ; the S.P.G. in 1874; the American Bible
Society in 1876 ; and the Church of Scotland in 1878.
In addition to many Tract and Educational Societies formed
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in China about the time of the 1877 Conference and after-
wards, there were no fewer than thirteen new Societies
which entered upon work in China during the ’eighties.
These were the following :—

The Peking Blind Mission in 1881 ; the Berlin Missionary
Society in 1882 ; the Church of England Zenana Mission in
1884, when the French were at war with China; the German
General Protestant Mission in 1885 ; the Bible Christians,
which Society started its work as an associated Mission with the
C.ILM. in 1885 ; the Christians Mission in the same year; the
Foreign Christians Mission and the English Friends in 1886 ;
the Swedish Mission in China and the German China Alliance,
both associated with the C.I.LM., in 1887 and 1889 respectively ;
the Scandinavian American Christian Free Church Mission and
the Seventh Day Adventists in 1888 ; and the United Brethren
in Christ in 1889.

Especial reference should be made to the rapid increase
in the number of workers connected with the C.I.M. at this
time. In 1881 special prayer began to be offered that
God would send out seventy additional workers during the
years 1882, 1883, 1884. The actual number sent was
seventy-six. In 1885 some forty more followed, among
whom were the well-known Cambridge Seven, six of whom
are still engaged in the evangelisation of China, while the
seventh, Mr. Studd, is still a warm missionary advocate.
In 1887, in answer to prayer, God gave one hundred
additional workers to the C.ILM. Of that number fifteen
have died on the field and seven suffered martyrdom ;
twenty-four have retired after various terms of service, on
the grounds of health, family claims, and other reasons;
sixteen subsequently became connected with other Societies,
of whom thirteen are still in China; while thirty-eight are
still connected with the CI.M. That more than fifty per
cent of the hundred sent out in 1887 have been spared to
devote twenty years of their lives for the evangelisation of
Inland China is surely a cause for thankfulness.

Among the many noteworthy events connected with the
rapid extension of missionary effort which succeeded the
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Conference of 1877, special mention must be made of the
important development of women’s work, especially in the
interior. As early as 1844, Miss Aldersey, as an inde-
pendent worker, had commenced her work among the women
and girls at Ningpo; while in 1850 the American Protestant
Episcopalian Church, the first Society to send a lady worker
to China, sent out Miss L. M. Fay to Shanghai. The
Berlin Foundling Home at Hongkong soon followed this
example, while the American Methodist Episcopalian
Mission sent the Misses B. and S. H. Woolston to Foochow
in 1859. The American Presbyterians and American
Baptists followed in 1866, the latter Society sending Miss
A. M. Field to Swatow.

In 1866, when the C.IL.M. Lammermusr party sailed,
there were only fourteen unmarried ladies in China, of
whom seven were at Hongkong, the others being stationed
in six of the principal coast ports. In the Lammermucr
party, however, were six single lady workers, in addition to
two married ladies. At the Conference of 1877 there
were sixty-two lady workers, not counting the missionaries’
wives, so that the number had risen from fourteen to sixty-
two in little over a decade.

With the famine of 187'7-78 in Shansi, women’s work in
the interior may be said to have commenced, and the first
party of ladies to go west consisted of Mrs. Hudson Taylor,
Miss Horne, and Miss Crikmay, who reached Taiyuen Fnu,
the capital of the famine-stricken province, in October 1878.
Within the short space of three years from this date,
women workers connected with the C.I.M. had entered
and settled in six of the inland provinces, besides taking
the Gospel to hundreds of women living in Honan and
Hunan, where residence was not then possible.

It was also at this time, through the energy and the
appeals of Miss Foster of the Society for Promoting Female
Education in the East,! that the Church of England Zenana
Missionary Society extended their operations from India

! This Society was formed as a result of the appeals of Mr. Abeel in
England in 1834.
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to China, commencing their work in the latter field in
1884. It is only necessary to refer to the Missionary
statistics given on p. 39 to see to what proportions these
small beginnings have grown.

A comparison of the statistics of the two Conferences of
1877 and 1890 show at a glance how rapid had been the
progress made. The number of missionaries had increased
from 473 to 1296 ; the converts from 13,035 to 37,287;
the Chinese helpers from 660 to 1377; and the contribu-
tions of the Chinese Church from $9271 to $36,884.

As the details of recent missionary effort in China are
still fresh within the memory of the majority of those who
will read these pages, there is little need to do more than
briefly enumerate the leading events which have either
shaped or made manifest the wonderful movements of the
last seventeen years, since the Conference of 1890.

Two outstanding events, however, connected with that
Conference must not pass unrecorded. The first was the
unexpected unanimity with which it was decided that
Union versions of the Scriptures should be prepared in
Mandarin, High Wen-li, and Easy Wen-li, a task so far
completed that the results are ready for presentation to the
Centenary Conference of 1907.

The second event was the appeal, issued by the Con-
ference to the Protestant Churches of the world, to send
out an additional thousand men within the next five years.
God’s answer to this prayer was the sending not of one
thousand men, but of 1153 men and women.

The workers had barely returned to their stations after
these notable meetings at Shanghai, when a series of anti-
foreign riots commenced. All along the Yangtse there was
considerable unrest, and riots at several centres—one at
Wusueh resulting in the murder of one missionary con-
nected with the Wesleyan body and of a Customs official.
In the province of Fukien many of the workers also were
shamefully treated, while a Presbyterian medical missionary
in Manchuria was cruelly tortured. At the same time
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there commenced the wide circulation of the blasphemous
placards which were issued from Hunan. In consequence
of these and other disturbances, the Foreign Ministers of
the various Powers presented a joint protocol to the Chinese
Government in September 1891.

It was during the autumn of this latter year that the
new departure of the C.M.S. connected with the name of
the Rev. J. H. Horsburgh, the author of Do Not Say, took
place, when a band of workers consisting of one clergyman,
seven laymen, and five single ladies, with Mr. Horsburgh
and- his wife with two children, commenced a Mission in
the north-west of Szechwan, from which has developed
the present C.M.S. West China Mission. Connected with
this movement must be mentioned the consecration of the
Rev. W. W. Cassels, one of the C.L.M. “ Cambridge Seven,”
as Bishop of West China.

While new workers and new Societies were entering
into new spheres of work, the Chino-Japanese War suddenly
broke out. The collapse of the Chinese before their island
foe, whom they had, up to that time, despised as dwarfs,
did not a little to somewhat rudely awaken China from her
self-complacency and pride. With the awakening, however,
there followed a period of serious unrest and trouble. In
the west, the greater part of Szechwan was convulsed by
serious riots, and many of the missionaries were for a time
driven out of the province. This took place in May 1895.
More serious trouble, however, was to follow, for in August
of the same year the world was shocked by one of the
worst missionary massacres of modern times. On the Hwa
mountain, some twelve miles from Kucheng, in the province
of Fukien, nine adult workers, with two children, connected
with the C.M.S. and C.E.Z.M.S., were cruelly murdered on
August 1, while others were severely wounded.

Dreadful and harrowing as were the facts connected
with this massacre, it would be difficult to find a more
beautiful illustration of that spirit which should characterise
those who represent Christ to men than that which was
manifested by the sorely stricken families and missionary
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Societies. The command to “pray for those who despite-
fully use you” was literally fulfilled, and a public meeting
was immediately summoned in Exeter Hall, “ not for protest,
not for an appeal to the Government, but in solemn com-
memoration of the martyred brothers and sisters, and for
united prayer. . . . Not one bitter word was uttered, nothing
but sympathy with the bereaved, pity for the misguided
murderers, thanksgiving for the holy lives of the martyrs,
and fervent desires for the evangelisation of China.”

How little did any one then know that within the short
space of five years one of the worst persecutions known to
history was to take place. Yet terrible as was the loss of
life which subsequently took place during the awful Boxer
outbreak of 1900, it would doubtless have been much
greater but for the wonderful intervention of God Himself.
During that sad year, the memory of which is still so
painfully fresh, not only did 135 missionaries, with 53 of
their children, lay down their lives for Christ in China, but
thousands of Chinese Christians proved the reality of God's
work in their hearts and lives by following in the footsteps
of Him who is “ The Faithful Witness.”

Of the coup d’état of 1898 ; of the assumption of official
rank by the Roman Catholic missionaries in China in
1899 ; of the seizure of Kiaochow by Germany in conse-
quence of the murder of two Roman Catholic missionaries ;
of the Russian entry into Manchuria, and the fortification
of Port Arthur; of the British occupation of Weihaiwei ;
and of the other various demands upon the Chinese Empire,
all of which more or less led up to the terrible revenge of
1900, there is now no need to speak.

Nor will space allow any adequate survey of the rapid
and complex movements of the last few years, of the Russo-
Japanese War, and the extraordinary collapse of the Russian
army ; of the alliance between England and Japan, and the
guarantee of her integrity to China by that agreement ; of
the extraordinary thirst for Western knowledge, so recently
manifested ; of the awakening of a new sense of national
life, and the assumption of the watchword “ China for the

D
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Chinese ”; of the creation of a Chinese national army in
contradistinction to provincial troops; of the courageous
crusade against the opium curse; or to the many other
developments in almost every department of Chinese life.
These things are all known to those who have even super-
ficially followed the course of events, which during the last
few years have been re-shaping the Far East, and many of
them are referred to, more or less in detail, in the separate
articles which follow.

A perusal of the Table of Foreign Publications (see
opposite page), translations of which can now be bought
nearly all over China, will show at a glance how wide is
the gulf between the but recent past, when all that was
good was thought by the Chinese to be contained in Con-
fucian literature, and the present, when they hungrily devour
every variety of literature that the West can supply.

China has entered upon a new era in her history, and
he would be a bold man who would dare to prophesy what
the future has in store for the world in consequence. That
China has immense and deep-seated evils to combat, her
best friends know, and that she cannot make any serious
progress without confronting many dangerous situations and
fighting many a battle, is evident to all. He, therefore, who
would be a friend to that land, and thereby a friend to the
world, must be willing, at some sacrifice to himself and
may be nation, to earnestly assist China in her desires for
better things. “ The elevation of China is not a thing to
be afraid of, but her degradation is.” Let the nations deal
with her righteously; let England in particular cease her
opium trade, and offer a helping hand .to her in her present
struggle with those evils which threaten her life; above all,
let the Church of Christ take to heart more seriously than
she yet has done the overwhelming needs and claims of that
great Empire, and China with its countless millions may
yet be spared to bless the world.
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FOREIGN PUBLICATIONS WHICH HAVE BEEN TRANSLATED

INTO CHINESE

The name at the heading of cach column shows the medium of translation
Crass A, MOSTLY THE BEST ANCIENT JEWISH APOSTOLIC, MEDIEVAL,

AND REFORMATION LITERATURE

Religious  Educa- e Native
Subject. Roman Tract  tional As. Diffusion 'ransla-
’ Catholic. Hociety. sociation. Society. 'ltions.
Biblical Works . 3 67 2 10
Church History 7 1 1 9
Christian Biographies 16 9 11
Theological Works 35 9 10
Apologetic Works 28 4 10
Devotional Works 43 22 13
Church Rules 1 2 1
Tracts 124 398 60
257 512 3 124
Crass- B, MOSTLY THE BEST MODERN LITERATURE
. Roman  Religious Educa- Diffusion Native
sutges. il et tomalge oGy Tramle
Comparative Religion 5
Philosophy 1 2 13 40
Ethies . 1
Psychology 2 1 1 e
Medicine . 2 17 2 70
Astronomy 1 5 1 20
Geography 3 1 11 2 40
Geology 3
Mineralogy . 3 1
Universal History 2 9 7
National History 5 7 83
General Biographies . 1 11
Mathematics 3 1 15 2 70
Physics 5 21 5
Chemistry 10 -
Electricity 2 2 s
Mechanics 3 e 40
Government 1 4 60
Law . 2 4 40
Education . 12 2 19 17
Language . 60
Economics . 3 6 30
Commerce 2
Industry . 13
Agriculture .o . ] .
Statistics . . 1 1 30
Maps, Travels, Poetly, etc. 6 16 40 33 130
Miscellaneous . b 32 3 10 340
42 52 182 139 1,050
Class A 257 512 3 124
Grand Total 299 564 185 263 1,050



STATISTICS OF PROTESTANT MISSIONS IN CHINA
Specially compiled in January 1907 from the last published Reports of the Societies

g .Foreign Workers. A
2 - _ —— -~ . ; Educational. Medical.
3 . V.. ] mm - . = - N A
] g4 g |225] |4 ¢ § 5 .
@ - — O [xy @ = . 1]
g | & |g5| 2 TElBg |  |E] 3 = |41 8 5% L
5 | s |8%]2 !5 |82 3] % |8 |58 |2 220 3
5 § | 5|22 |2 || 35]5 2] § g |2 | = |32 & |82 %
SR 8|F18 6|3 d|5] 8 |3 |&|F & E | :
N . &
Allgemeiner  Evangelical | 1906 ) —
& Protestant  Missiono- B2 13 112 1] .. 1
verein, 2 ..
American Advent Mission
goclety. 1906 | 1897 | 4| .| 8| 1|..| 25| 2| 8 395| s00| 10| 246 | 1| 24
merican Baptist Mission- | 1906 | 1842 |44 | 7 /38 |17 | 5
¥y Union. 271 | 17 |210] 5,105 | 1,115 | 50| 801 | 12| 408
MB»JSH. wwmzo Society . | 1906 | 1876 | 8 7 1371 83 | 11,896
merican d . . 37 51 ...
nerican Board of omw_.wu 1906 | 1830 [ 31| 8 | 35|26 | 3| 580 | 16 | 153 9,573 1700 | 188 |3,551 | 95 | s |50 | 4
Missions. ! e 271 1 23 | 833 ] 21 | 46,210
American Norwegian Lu- | 19
A theran Mission, 04 | 1899 4 1 4 3 ... 7 3 1 36 240 4 66
merican Presbyteri : e . .
Mission. yterian | 1906 | 1844 | 84 | 23 | 84 | 53 | 12 | 754 | 28 | 400 16,972 2743 5,107
American Pr 5 ’ ) 44 | 177,978
. Moy Amo&mw.wﬁosg 1906 | 1867 | 25| 8 30|14 | 1 60 |10 | 41; 1,027 16 | 534
ynod of Reformed Pres- .« | 87,417
wod of Reformed Pres- 1908 | 1097 | 4| 1| 2| 2| 2f . | 1] 40 1] .
‘oo cee | ,
_ vre — e
| American Protestant Epis- | 1906 ' 1835 | 34 | 8 122 | 17 | ... 181 | 21 | 50( 1,830 | 1,187 | 60 |1,5607 | 11 730 | 13 | 50,000
copal. ! i ,
American mw.mouam. Foreign | 1904 | 1890 | 3 1| 2 _ 6| 2 19 2 4 120 600 3 58 | 1 401 4 4,287
Missions.
American Southern Baptist | 1906 | 1845 | 83 | 7 | 36 | 21} ...| 105 |13 | 40| 5,049 50| 912 | 7| 150| 3 | 16,284
Mission. )
Basel Missionary Society . 1906 | 1852 | 46| 1|27 | 1} .. 223 | 15| 88| 6,014 900 ] 1003} 1,492 .— w.ww H
Berlin Foundling House . | 1899 | 18501 1} ... ... 3| - 3| 1] ...
Berlin Missionary Society | 1906 | 1882 | 27 | ... | 20 4| | 28514 (130] 4,774 | 1,409 ] ? 1,588 ) .. ... ..
Bible Christian Mission . | 1906 | 1885 5 1 5 31 ... 16 2 2 232 | 1,146 2 35| ...
Blind Mission to Chinese . | 1906 | 1881 | 1| ...} 1} ... | ... 1]. T vee e | e e
British and Foreign Bible | 1906 1843 f 14 | ... [ 10 «ov | - 259 | ... | ... . -
Society.
Canadian Methodist Mission | 1906 | 1891 | 21 | 2 17 | 14| 2 91 5| ... . s 1 28| 2| 198 4 1,620
Canadian Presbyterian Mis- | 1906 | 1888 13| 3 11 51 2 24| 573 403 694 3 18 | ... e 3 3,946
sion.
China Inland Mission® . | 1906 | 1865 |315| 20 219294 1 |1,282 |205|632|14,078 122 |1,831 | 66 | 960 | 44
Christian and Missionary | 1906 | 1890 1 38 | ... | 22 29 | ... 52|21 | 7 422 71 5 50| 24{ .. |-
Alliance.
Christian College, Canton. | 1906 | ... |12} ... 3 v ] oue 41 17 ... 1] 110 1 2,203
Christian Mission, Ningpo. | 1905 | ... | ... ] - | .- 9| ...1 - 1 ... .
Christian Mission (com- | 1906 | ... J26 | 1|22 18 | ... .
monly known as
“ Brethren”).
Church Missionary Society | 1906 | 1844 | 80 17 | 70 {106 2 691 | 35| ... | 7,308 |16,096 | 3223 5,659 | ... 164 | 14 | 161 937
Church of England Zenana | 1905 | 1884 | ... | ... | ... 47 | ... 145 | 14 | ... 44 | 544 9| 480 12 3,015
Missionary Society.
Church of Scotland Mission. { 1906 | 1878 } 3| 2| 5 51| ... 23| 2| 12 894 307 7 175 | ... 1| 11,552
Cumberland Presbyterian | 1906 | 1898 | 4| 1 31 1] 1 5 21 ... 30 1 35 | ... 1 5,883
Mission.
Danish Lutheran Mission. | 1906 | 1896 } 12 | 1| 2 10... 21 61 ... 113 1 12 1 81 ...
Door of Hope, mwwumwww . | 1905 31.. 1 ...
English Baptist Missionary | 1906 1845 129 | 8|21 ..|..| 175 |10 332 4,679 ? (1,067 | ... ... |10 9,564
Society.
English Methodist Mission. 1906 | 18591 8 1 81 2 .. 163 | 5 ]208] 2,738 | 1,634 | 45| 542 1 13 2 | 22,000
English Presbyterian Mis- 1906 | 1847 |32 | 13 | 27 . 29| 4| 435 | 14 199} 6,313 86 [1,451 6| 24210 | 45,743
sion. _

2 Statisties for 1906 cannot be given as China and India are included in one return in Report.
3 Includes both Day and Boarding Schools. .
4 The C.I.M. Statistics include the statistics of the following Associate Missions :—The Swedish Mission in China ; the Bwedish Holiness Union ; the Scandinavian

China Alliance ; the Norwegian Mission in China ; the German China Allianee : the Finnish Free Church ; and the Liebenzall Mission.
5 Some Returns give number of Paticnts, others numbcr of Attendances.

1 Includes Colporteurs superintended by Missionaries.
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CoMPARATIVE TABLE OF CHINA MISSIONS

Showing Progress of Missions as reported at Conferences of
1877, 1890, and 1907.1

1877. 1890, 1907.

Protestant Missionaries 473 1,296 3,719
Chinese Helpers . 750 1,657 9,998
Communicants 13,035 37,287 154,142
Stations 91 ? 706
Out-Stations 511 ? 3,794
Organised Churches 312 522 e
Hospitals 16 61 } 366
Dispensaries . . 24 44
Contributions of Native

Church . $9,271 $36,884
Day Schools 15 2,139
Pupils in do. . 280 Total 42,738
Boarding and Higher Schools 7 Pupils, 255
Students in do. 292 16,836 10,227

1 As the official statistics presented to the Conference and those given in this book have
been separately compiled, there will probably be some variations, especmlly as some Reports
Some reports actually give no statistics, and
Nothing more than an

are 80 imperfectly furnished with statistics.
in not & few cases the figures needed are not easily found.

approximation is possible under existing conditions.—Ep.







James Hupson TAYLOR.

James Hudson Taylor, M.R.C.8., the beloved Founder of the China Inland Mission, was horn at Barnsley,
Yorkshire, in 1832, sailed for China under the Chinese Evangelisation Society in 1853. He definitely founded
the China Inland Mission in 1865, though he had sent out the first member as early as 1862, There are now
(1907) in connection with the C.1.M. 875 workers, wives included, in 16 of China's provinces. Mr. Taylor died
at Changsha, the capital of Hunan, June 1005, after fifty-two years of labour for the Byangelisation of Inland
China. To face page 41.




THE PROVINCES OF CHINA
AND THE ISLAND OF FORMOSA
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COMPARATIVE TABLE

Showing Area and Population of the Provinces of China
as compared with other well-known countries.

42

Province and Country. Area, Square Miles. Population.
The Province of Kwangtung 99,970 31,865,251
Italy. 110,650 31,668,000
The Province of Fuklen 46,320 22,876,540
Portugal . 35,607 4,301,989
The Province of Cheklanv 36,670 11,580,692
Bulgaria . 38,331 3,309,816
The Province of Kiangsu 38,600 13,980,235
Portugal 35,507 4,301,989
The Province of Shantung 55,970 38,247,900
Greece 25,143 2,433,806
The Province of Ch1h11 115,800 20,937,000
Austria 115,922 23,895,413
The Province of Hupeh 71,410 35,280,685
England and Wales 58,307 29,002,625
The Province of Kiangsi 69,480 26,532,125
Scotland and Ireland 62,420 8,730,397
The Province of Anhwei 54,810 23,670,314
New York State . 47,600 5,997,853
The Province of Honan 67,940 35,316,800
Missouri . 68,735 2,679,184
The Province of Hunan 83,380 22,169,673
Korea . 84,400 7,500,000
The Province of Kansu 125,450 10,385,376
Norway 124,445 1,988,674
The Province of Shenm 756,270 8,450,182
Nebraska 76,840 1,058,910
The Province of Shansl 81,830 12,200,456
Scotland and Ireland . 62,420 8,730,397
The Province of Szechwan 218,480 68,724,890
Madagascar . 228,560 3,500,000
The Province of Yunnan 146,680 12,324,574
New Zealand 103,657 668,651
The Province of Kweichow . 67,160 7,660,282
Victoria (Australia) 88,451 1,140,405
The Province of Kwangsi 77,200 5,142,330
Sweden . 173,970 5,009,632
The Province of Smklang 550,690 1,000,000
Cape Colony 225,690 1,727,000




THE PROVINCE OF KWANGTUNG

By the Rev. J. CampBELL GiBsoN, M.A, D.D, English Presbyterian
Mission.

THE province of KWANGTUNG, or Canton, is of special
interest on many grounds. From its maritime position,
its natural wealth, and its convenient harbours,it became
in ancient times the seat of an extensive foreign trade,
and had an earlier knowledge of foreign nations than any
other province. It appears to have been in touch with
the Roman Empire, and Arab, Dutch, and Portuguese
traders early brought it within the reach of Western
commerce. It was almost the first field of labour of the
Romish Missions in China, and it was there also that
Robert Morrison began,in 1807, the work of the Protestant
Missions. The Hakka section of the province was the
cradle of the great Taiping Rebellion, and its people
are always strongly inclined to revolutionary schemes.
These plots are usually fruitless, but the great Taiping
Rebellion held on its conquering course for years over a
wide region of the Empire, and it held its own until the
moral degeneration of its chiefs, under their unexpected
successes, prepared the way for their defeat and failure.
The numerous estuaries of the province, and the com-
plicated network of its rivers and canals, not only lend
themselves to legitimate commerce, but have from time
immemorial been the shelter and hunting-ground of hordes
of daring and formidable pirates.

This province stretches along the southern seaboard
of the Empire for a distance of nearly 800 miles. Tt
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lies for the most part within the tropics, has an agree-
ably variegated surface of plain and mountain, is well
watered by four ample river systems, with several smaller
ones, and has large areas of fertile soil. Its products are
of great variety and value, comprising silk, sugar, indigo,
rice, tea, tobacco, fruit, salt, and oil; and it exports also
large quantities of fish, fresh vegetables, and live stock.

Its population was reckoned at the census of 1812 at
about 19,000,000, and has greatly increased since. It
1s now taken at 31,865,251. The people present strongly
marked features of natural character, with very consider-
able variations in different portions of the province. Three
principal varieties of language are spoken, and these repre-
sent the most ancient forms of the language. The
“Swatow Dialect,” also called the ¢ Tie-chiu Dialect”
(from the local pronunciation of the name of the pre-
fecture in which Swatow is situated), occupies about
140 miles of the coast-line, and extends from 40 to
60 miles inland in the eastern portion of the province.
To the north and west of this district is found the “ Hakka
Dialect,” which meets the “Tie-chiu Dialect” along an
irregular line running from east to west, stretches eastward
into the province of Kukien, northward into the provinces
of Kiangsi and Hunan, and shades off into the “ Mandarin
Dialect” of Central China. The western” and southern
sections are occupied by the “Cantonese Dialect,” also
called the “Pun-ti Dialect,” which in varying forms is
spoken by more than half of the whole population.

The Hakkas have few large cities, and occupy for the
most part scattered villages and hamlets in the mountainous
districts, which are only capable of maintaining a rather
sparse population. They are a manly and vigorous race,
chiefly occupied in agriculture, but are better educated than
those in the more crowded plains. At the same time, they
are a turbulent and lawless people, and revolutionary and
other secret societies flourish among them. Many of them
go into other districts as blacksmiths and as barbers, and
many find employment in the yamens as clerks and runners,
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and in the lower ranks of the mandarinate. The Cantonese
and Swatow men, on the other hand, have their numerous
large towns and cities, and thickly crowded “villages” of
large size. The country people are hard-working agricul-
turists, while the people of the principal towns, and
especially those of the sea-ports, are distinguished as the
ablest and most enterprising of Chinese merchants. The
“ Canton Guilds” and the “ Swatow Guilds” are the leading
powers—and usually rival powers—in most of the trading
communities of China, being found in great force in Shanghai,
and as far north as Tientsin and Newchwang.

From this province, too, come the most fearless and
industrious of emigrants. They are found in large numbers
not only in Singapore and the other Straits Settlements, in
Borneo and the Philippines, but also southward in Australia,
westward as far as South Africa, and eastward as far as
British Columbia and California. The number of emigrants
from the port of Swatow alone reached 103,202 in 1904,
and 95,173 in 1905, or an average of close on 100,000
yearly. There is a return stream of about 83,000 yearly,
and, although no figures are procurable, there is a flow of
money earned by these emigrants and sent home which must
reach to several, perhaps many, millions of dollars annually,
and brings a considerable amount of comfort into many homes
in the poorer country districts. The conditions of emigra-
tion are equitable and allow complete individual freedom.
After paying off the cost of passage, which is not a large
sum, many become landholders or shopkeepers, and come
home for a time to take out with them relatives or friends
to assist in their undertakings. Thus in various ways the
whole system alleviates substantially the poverty of some
country districts in the KwANGTUNG province. In some
cases considerable fortunes are made, and emigrants some-
times return finally to their homes as men of wealth and
influence.

The coast towns and villages have a large population
of bold and hardy seamen and fishermen, who reap the
harvest of the sea, and often suffer terribly from the
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devastating tempests of these tropical waters. Many of
these find employment on foreign steamers, the Swatow
men having a high reputation as deck hands and carpenters,
and the Cantonese as engineers.

The literary annals of the province are perhaps less
glorious than those of some other portions of the Empire,
but it can claim by right of residence, if not of birth, the
1llustrious names of Han Yii, the brilliant statesman and
essayist, and of Su Tung-p'o, the hardly less famous poet.
In recent times the KWANGTUNG province has produced
the well-known “Modern Sage” and apostle of reform,
K’ang Yu-wei, the adviser of the Emperor in his memor-
able and epoch-making efforts to regenerate his country.
On the other hand, popular rumour, rightly or wrongly,
claims for this province also the birth of the notorious
head of the opposite party, the Empress-Dowager,' who has
presented to the astonished world the spectacle of a Chinese
woman defying at once the most enlightened opinion of her
own people and the allied fleets and armies of nine civilised
powers.

Taken as a whole, the people of this province have few
rivals, either in physique or in mental capacity. They form
an important element of the national strength, and are well
worth winning for the Kingdom of God.

The first Christtan missionaries in the KWANGTUNG
province were the Jesuits. Frangois Xavier had only
reached the island of San-siang? to die there in the year
1552. In 1579 the Jesuit Michel Rogger was sent to
Macao, and succeeded in effecting an entrance into Canton ;
and he was joined soon after by the more famous Matthew
Ricei. Their literary attainments greatly impressed the
Chinese, but one of their own colleagues has frankly ad-
mitted that they gained more applause than spiritual fruit.
Chaoking, to the west of Canton City, and Shaochow, to
the north, seem to have been the centres at which they

' T have the best authority for saying that ‘‘the Empress-Dowager is

certainly a Manchu of Peking.”"—Enb.
* The Mandarin spelling would be S8hang-cli’'uan.—ED.
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first established themselves. Romanist writers claim that
by the end of the thirteenth century they had two churches,
6000 Christians, and a Papal Legate at Peking. But
the Mission to the KWANGTUNG province near the end of
the sixteenth century was the real effective beginning of
the Romish Missions in China. Its leaders made it their
aim to reach Peking by way of Nanking, and so establish
themselves in touch with the Chinese Court. In this aim
they were successful to a remarkable degree. But the
Jesuit orders were suppressed in 1773 by Papal Bull; and
ten years later the Lazarists were put in their place, in
possession of all their property in China. In 1848 the
Pope entrusted the care of the two provinces of KwANG-
TUNG and KwANGsI to the “ Missions Etrangéres de Paris.”

According to a recent authoritative Catholic work (Zes
Missions Catholiques Frangaises au XIX® Siécle), the posi-
tion of these Missions in KWANGTUNG in 1900 may be
gathered from the following figures:— 1 bishop; 55
missionaries; 11 Chinese priests and 201 catechists;
1002 stations and 303 churches and chapels; 38,552
“ Catholics.” Adult baptisms in 1899, 2627; infant
baptisms of children of Christian parents, 887 ; infant
baptisms of children of pagans, 12,124.

These figures, especially the last, give cause for many
reflections, but space will not admit of their discussion here.
It does not appear exactly what is meant by “ Catholics,”
of whom 38,5652 are reckoned, and there is no distinct
statement as to the number of communicants, but 51,400
“ communions ” are reported, though nothing is said as to
frequency of participation. How far these figures are trust-
worthy it is difficult to judge, as the only item one can
check is so ludicrously incorrect as to suggest grave doubts
as to the accuracy of all. The number of “heretics and
schismatics ” is said to be 3200 ! whereas the communicants
alone in the Protestant churches of KWANGTUNG numbered
8180 in 1893, and 17,715 in 1901.

The history of Protestant Missions in the province
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begins with Robert Morrison in 1807. For many years he
toiled bravely with no encouragement, until he baptized
the first convert in a quiet spot by a little stream on the
beach near Macao. The great work of his life was the
preparation of his dictionary and his translation of the
Bible. Both of these have been superseded, but Morrison’s
faith and devotion are a permanent inspiration to all who
follow him. One of his contemporaries estimated in those
early years that by the end of the first century of Mission
work in China there might possibly be as many as 2000
Christians in the Empire. How amazed these men would
have been if they could have foreseen the actual results!
One or two years! of the century are still to run, and,
instead of the scarcely hoped-for 2000 Christians in the
Empire, we have, of communicants alone, close on 40,000
in the KWANGTUNG province itself, with nearly as many
baptized children growing up under Christian influence,
and a multitude of hearers, worshippers, inquirers, and
candidates for baptism, which must bring up the Protestant
Christian community of this province to some 160,000 or
200,000 souls. Besides these, there remain uncounted the
many thousands who have already finished their course in
the faith and fear of Jesus Christ. These, so often forgotten,
are the ripest fruit of our Mission work.

To borrow the fine remark of a Romish writer, these
numbers “ are few to one who dreams of the foundation of
a church and the conversion of a people; they are great to
one who reflects that each of these souls has been bought
by the blood of Jesus Christ.”

Protestant Missions in the province of KWANGTUNG
present a large variety of method. There are now close on
twenty different Missions at work, which, with one or two
exceptions, work harmoniously together. —They are of
different nationalities—American, British, Colonial, German,
Scandinavian, and International—and present every type
of ecclesiastical development. Scholarship has been nobly
represented in the literary work of such Chinese scholars as

L Written in 1906.—En.
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Morrison, Legge, Chalmers, Eitel, Faber, and Schaub, now,
alas! all, but one, gone to their rest. Evangelistic preach-
ing has had a large place both in street chapels, as in
Canton City, and also in village itineration throughout the
country districts. This province has been the scene of the
unequalled medical missions carried on for so long, and on
so large a scale, in Canton by Dr. John Kerr, and in
Swatow by Drs. Gauld and Lyall. The growth of the
Church has led to much attention being given to church
organisation, especially, perhaps, in the Presbyterian
Missions. Education, both elementary, secondary, and
theological, has had a foremost place, especially in the
Basel Mission. In some of the churches the independence,
self-support, and self-propagation of the Chinese Church
have been specially aimed at, with a good measure of
success. In the Presbyterian Church of England Mission
there are about ten well-trained Chinese ministers, ordained
to the full responsibilities of the Christian ministry, and
supported entirely by the contributions of their own people.
There are also native Mission societies, who support from
native funds several Chinese evangelists in outlying
islands on the coast, and direct their work through the
organisations of the native Church. It is an indication of
the stage reached as regards self-support, that in 1904 the
whole personal staff of congregational school teachers,
preachers, and ordained ministers in the Tiechiu branch of
the English DPresbyterian Mission was supported by the
gifts of the native Church to the extent of $4835, or 83
per cent of the entire cost, only $1003, or 17 per cent of
the whole, being furnished by Mission funds.

In some of the Missions a beginning has been made in
providing a Christian education in English, to meet the
new demand for an English education and Western learn-
ing, both among the Christian and the non-Christian
community. In Hongkong much attention has been given
to education, both English and vernacular, under the foster-
ing care of the Hongkong Government. The largest effort
to meet the new demand in this province is the founding

E
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of the Canton Christian College. It has now been in
operation in temporary premises for some years, but, a
suitable site having been found, it will soon be more
worthily housed. The College is being built at Honglok,
two miles south-east of the city of Canton, on an extensive
site, which will admit of very large extensions in future.
A comprehensive plan has been prepared, providing for
dormitories and other college buildings for 2000 students,
including an auditorium, chapel, and residences for pro-
fessors, an athletic field, and a hospital as part of a medical
school. The first building is nearly complete, and measures
166 feet in length and 53 feet in depth. A College on a
smaller scale, but with a similar object, has just been built
at Swatow. It consists of a quadrangle, enclosed on all sides
by blocks of buildings about 135 feet in length, including
large hall, dining-room, class-rooms, dormitories, gymnasium,
rooms for resident Principal, and extensive playing-fields.
The cost of the site and nearly half the cost of the building
18 the gift of a large-hearted Chinese Christian gentleman
who had long desired to found such a College, and the
remainder 18 the gift of other Chinese friends, many of
them not Christians, who were stirred up by his example,
and had themselves an enlightened appreciation of the
undertaking. It has accommodation for over one hundred
resident students, and the site will admit of large extensions
if required. It is placed by the donors in the hands of the
English Presbyterian Mission. In all parts of the province
there is a strong demand for the “ New Learning,” and great
efforts are being made, both by officials and people, to
reorganise their educational system, and to provide schools
of all grades to meet the needs of the time.

Space will not admit of any details of the history or
features of the several Missions. The grand result of their
united work is the building up of a Chinese Church whose
dimensions can be gathered from the statistical table which
is given on p. 53. From this it appears that the number
of communicants, which had more than doubled in the eight
years from 1893 to 1901, and stood in the latter year at
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over 18,000, has now more than doubled again in the four
years from 1901 to 1905, and now stands at between
39,000 and 40,000.

The present outlook is of the most encouraging kind.
Recent events and the movements of the public mind for
many years have led to a large amount of inquiry into
Christian teaching. The persistent preaching of the truth
for so many years, and the testimony, both by life and word,
of the young Christian community, have created a very
widespread knowledge of the outlines of our teaching.
Multitudes who have not yet professed themselves Christians
have become satisfied that the Christian teaching is morally
sound, and there is a very general recognition, both by
officials and people, of the good character of the Christian
communities. All this constitutes a most favourable oppor-
tunity for the presentation of the Gospel message, and
promises at no distant date a large ingathering.

Two serious dangers confront us. One arises from the
hostile attitude of the French Catholic Missions to all others,
their political action as advance-agents of French prestige,
their policy of interference in litigation and clan feuds, and
the free use of physical force by their large bodies of armed
“converts.” Intense irritation is thus created in the minds
of both people and officials, which forms a serious danger
to the peace of the province. On the other hand, these
excesses tend to defeat their own end, and sometimes react
favourably on the public mind by compelling attention to
the wholly different character and aims of the Protestant
Missions. The other danger which we have to meet is
sometimes closely connected with the first. It arises from
the large numbers of persons who are seeking to connect
themselves with the Christian movement. Many of these
are attracted to a growing cause by worldly and unspiritual
motives, and the utmost vigilance and faithfulness are
needed, both to enlighten and to sift these multitudes of
people.

The movement in favour of the “ New Learning,” already
referred to, while full of hope, constitutes, if not a danger,
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at least a difficulty for Mission work. Our most intelligent
younger men, in full sympathy with these new movements,
and attracted by a wider outlook, are drawn to many spheres
of activity outside the older lines of church work. It will
become increasingly difficult to retain the best of our men
in the direct service of the Church, and, on the other hand,
men of a lower intellectual grade will become increasingly
unequal to the demands made upon them. At the same
time, the growing sense of power, and love of independence,
in the Chinese Church will need full recognition, and will
call for the most sympathetic and kindly welcome and
guidance on the part of all missionaries.

What is needed, in view alike of our opportunities and
of our dangers, is the gift to the Chinese Church and to
the missionaries alike of a more intense and manifest
spiritual life. There have been movements of quickening
in the churches of Manchuria, Fukien, and other parts of
the Empire. May a like experience of revived life, mani-
festing itself in larger fruits of holiness and energy, be
granted soon to the churches of KWANGTUNG !
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THE PROVINCE OF FUKIEN

By the Rev. LLEWELLYN Lroyp, Church Missionary Society.

FUKIEN is one of the smallest, as well as one of the most
picturesque, of the eighteen provinces which constitute
China proper, being about as large as England, exclusive of
Wales, and having a superficial area-of 46,320 square
miles. It is divided into eleven prefectures, all containing
two or more counties (the counties in the Foochow prefecture
number no less than ten), each having its walled county-
town. The area of each county is, roughly speaking, that
of an English shire, i.e. about 1000 square miles. The
province is an extremely mountainous one, and wherever
we lift our eyes we look upon the “ everlasting hills,” clothed
with their varied foliage—amongst which that of the fir and
bamboo are most prominent—or cultivated to their summits
in tiny terraces by the industrious agriculturists. It is on
the higher slopes of these mountains that most of the tea
which finds its way to the marts of England, Australia,
and America is grown. The famous Bohea hills are at
the extreme north of FUKIEN.

The people of the province are said to number
22,876,540, but it is impossible to say whether this
estimate is at all accurate, and it would probably be nearer
the truth to reckon the population at 15,000,000. The
Fukienese, together with their southern neighbours the
Cantonese, have been called the Anglo-Saxons of China,
and there can be no doubt that they are more active, more
independent, more self-reliant, and better business people
than those living in the north and west of the Empire.
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The principal river is the Min, which drains about three-
fourths of the province, and is navigable for small vessels
and rapid boats almost throughout its entire course of more
than 300 miles. It flows past the provincial city, Foochow,
and joins the sea at Sharp Peak, 30 miles lower down.
The riverine scenery is grandly beautiful, altogether defying
description, and is probably unsurpassed in the whole of
China.

All students of Chinese history will be aware that at
one time the southern provinces consisted of numerous
petty states, each having its own king, its own laws, and
its own language; and to-day, although these states have
all been absorbed into the colossal Chinese Empire, the
people still retain their peculiar characteristics, their own
tribal laws and customs, and their own spoken languages.
The consequence of this latter fact is, that it is impossible
to travel any great distance in FUKIEN without meeting
with a new dialect which is almost unintelligible 30 miles
away. The mountainous character of the province malkes
it impossible to use vehicular traffic, and even where the
roads are comparatively level, they are extremely narrow
and uneven, consisting of rough undressed blocks of granite
laid side by side transversely, and worn smooth on their
upper surface by the countless feet which have trodden
them from time immemorial. The Chinese seem quite
satisfied to carry their heavy loads up and down these steep
mountain passes on their shoulders, and he who would ride
must in like manner be borne on men’s shouldersin a sedan-
chair. Needless to say, wherever a waterway is found it
is crowded with craft of all sorts and sizes plying for hire.

The chief industries of FUKIEN are paper-making, tea
cultivation, cloth-weaving, and agriculture, though of course
a multitude of minor trades and occupations are carried on
in all the centres of population. Different tribes of the
old aboriginal inhabitants of China dwell in the more
remote mountain villages and are peacefully engaged in
agriculture, the men having adopted Chinese garb, the
women retaining peculiar head-dresses and other differences
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of dress which distinguish them at a glance from their
Chinese sisters.

Missionary work in the FUKIEN province commenced a
few years after China’s first serious collision with foreign
nations, when, having been worsted in the fray, she was
compelled, much against her will, to sign the Treaty of
Nanking, which allowed foreigners—both missionaries and
merchants—to reside at five of her most important ports,
two of which—Foochow and Amoy—are on the seaboard
of FukiEN. This was in 1842, and a few years later the
first missionaries, both from England and America (1846),
took up their permanent residence in these cities. These
pioneer missionaries are worthy of all honour, and must
ever be held in high esteem, for they had to contend
against difficulties of which the modern missionary knows
hardly anything, and encountered obstacles which only
a persistent prayerful faith could have overcome. The
hostility of the Chinese in those early days was almost
universal, the indifferentism of the people was appalling,
and ridicule and insult almost invariably attended every
appearance in public, and every attempt to preach Christ
crucified ; but at length prayer and perseverance conquered,
and the first-fruits of FURIEN were gathered in.

Nearly ten years elapsed, however, before the mission-
aries of the Church Missionary Society— which had
commenced work there in 1850 —were able to report any
interest in their message, and it is not surprising that
when in 1860 a review of the Mission fields of that
Society took place in London, and the secretaries were
obliged to say of Foochow once again, “no visible results,
no convert to the truth, no baptisms,” that the committee
seriously contemplated withdrawing altogether from such
an unpromising field. But God’s ways are not our ways,
and a brighter day was soon to dawn and cheer the
hearts of His faithful servants. A little later two men
emerged from this seething mass of superstition and
idolatry, declared themselves believers in the truths of
Christianity, and were received into the visible Church
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by baptism. From that time till now the work has gone
steadily forward, receiving checks and discouragements at
times, and at others meeting with heavy persecution,
involving death itself both for the missionaries and their
converts, but ever widening out and occupying new
centres. The Church has not only lengthened her cords,
but also strengthened her stakes, as she has moved forward
under Divine guidance to occupy new territories.

There are two or three features of Mission work in
FukieN which seem to call for special comment, and
which should be borne in mind by the readers of this brief
account of our labours. It must, then, be remembered that
the thousands of converts who form the Fukien Church
have never been gathered into Christian communities, but
are scattered throughout innumerable towns and villages,
living out their Christian life amidst their non-Christian
countrymen, and therefore surrounded on all sides by the
superstitions and idolatries from which God’s grace has
delivered them. Under these circumstances 1t 1s not
surprising that now and then there are relapses into
heathenism and falls into sin, but as a whole these Chinese
converts remain true to their newly-found faith, and often
display a zeal and devotion which prove beyond a doubt
that their hold on Christ is a very real one.

Further, it must be borne in mind that although, in a short
paper like this, the subjects of church-organisation, self-
support, and self-government are of necessity left largely
out of sight, the Christian Church in this province has
made rapid strides in this direction, and is gradually
lessening her dependence on foreign aid, either financially
or ministerially, and all who wish to see the development
of a purely native Church in China will rejoice in this fact.
It is necessary also to point out that FUKIEN happily
possesses a large number of devoted lady missionaries
belonging to different societies, who are doing invalu-
able evangelistic, educational, and medical work amongst
the women and children.

The primary duty of the Christian missionary is un-
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doubtedly to preach Christ, but missionary societies have
rightly felt that alongside this supreme duty must be placed
other duties of a philanthropic kind, which a missionary
may legitimately undertake, and which give a new emphasis
and meaning to his message. It is quite impossible to live
in China for any length of time, or to traverse her crowded
streets, without feeling her great need of help in many
directions. In this vast empire the sick, the poor, and the
blind are practically uncared for, and it is hardly felt to be
a crime at all to throw away multitudes of newly-born
babes. The missionary therefore, perforce, takes what
measures he can to lessen the suffering which abounds, and
this side of our work appeals very forcibly to the Chinese
people. Our hospitals are usually crowded with patients;
sightless children of both sexes are gladly handed to us to
be taught useful trades; baby girls are left at our Found-
ling Asylum instead of being thrown into the nearest pond;
the victims of opium present themselves at our Refuges to
to be cured of their evil habit, and the lepers meet together
for Christian worship, maimed in body, but sound in soul.
Who will say that such works as these have not the Master’s
approval, and are not a following of His example, Who went
about doing good ?

The tragedy of the Fukien Mission took place nearly
twelve years ago at Hwasang, about 80 miles north-west
of Foochow, and a few miles from the city of Kucheng.
The doing to death of that band of devoted missionaries
at their summer retreat in the hills was such a ruthless
and dastardly act that it aroused the indignation of the
whole civilised world.  No fewer than nine faithful
servants of Christ passed through fire and sword into
His presence that bright summer morning in 1895, slain
by the people whom they had come to help and save. No
indiscreet action on their part had aroused the animosity of
the people; all was peace in that secluded spot until the
murderous band stealthily surrounded the simple cottages,
and without question or comment put their occupants to
death. A beautiful memorial tomb in the Foochow Ceme-
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tery, the outcome of subscriptions voluntarily given by the
foreign communities of China for the purpose, contains all
that remains on earth of those brave martyrs, but they
themselves are “ without fault before the Throne of God.”

What St. Paul said of the Corinthian Church when
writing to its members in the first century is true of the
Fukien Church in this twentieth century. He told them
that in their famous city “not many wise after the flesh,
not many mighty, not many noble,” had been called into
fellowship with God and His Son Jesus Christ, and it is
so in Southern China to-day. The Church is a Church
of the poor, and the mighty and noble are seldom found
within its ranks. Here and there we find members of the
literary class and well-to-do traders enrolled as converts in
our various churches, and very occasionally petty officials
have been baptized; but, speaking generally, our people
belong to the lower classes, and are largely engaged in
agriculture. One natural consequence of this is that they
suffer a good deal of persecution of a heavier or a lighter
kind at the hands of their more influential neighbours, and
their inability to conscientiously continue their support of
idol worship often makes their name a byword in their
native villages. Usually these persecutions are taken as
a matter of course, and borne more or less patiently
until they die a natural death. But at times the converts
appeal to the missionary for a redress of their grievances,
and ask him to cast over them the @®gis of the Church.
These appeals he deems it wise in most cases to refuse, and
urges the applicants to bear with their difficulties, to “ over-
come evil with good,” and so to prove that they are willing
to suffer for Christ’s sake as the early Christians did. Such
advice as this is, as a rule, followed, and only when matters
become unbearable does a wise missionary appeal to the
powers that be, asking that the provisions of the treaties,
which forbid the molestation of converts to Christianity, be
carried out.

No sketch of a Chinese province is complete without
some reference to what is perhaps China’s greatest bane—
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the pernicious habit of opium-smoking. Into the solemn
subject of England’s guilt in compelling the people of this
great empire to permit the importation of the drug sixty
years ago, I cannot now enter; but I would point out that
the cultivation of the poppy is very largely on the increase
in the FUKIEN province. A few years ago a field of these
beautiful flowers, in which, alas! the deadly poison lies
concealed, was almost a curiosity ; now thousands of acres
are bright with their hues, and there is scarcely a city
whose wall is not surrounded with wide-stretching fields of
what the Chinese call the “opium flower.” The Fukienese
are much addicted to opium-smoking, and whole villages
may be found in the Foochow plain, once prosperous and
flourishing, but now ruined and decayed through the intro-
duction of this baneful drug. It is the easiest poison
procurable, and as a consequence an opium suicide 1s a most
common occurrence, the foreign doctor being generally called
in too late for his services to be of any avail. One cannot
help feeling saddened to know that the vessels which bring
missionaries to China in their cabins, bring also in their
holds chests of Indian opium. May the great Disposer of
events soon gather this stone out of the way of the progress
of Christ’'s Kingdom in this dark land. We do what we
can to help those who are addicted to this debasing vice to
free themselves from it, but not one in ten thousand of its
victims can be reached by us, and they are passing away
day by day unwept and unmourned.

It is said on good authority that FUKIEN is more
adequately supplied with missionaries and Mission stations
than any other part of this great empire, and lest our
friends should think we are treading on each other’s toes,
and that there are no unoccupied cities in the province,
I should like to point out that of the 47 counties into
which FukieNx is divided, only 27 are occupied by
European missionaries, and several have never yet been
entered at all. The idea, therefore, that a network of
stations, in touch with each other, covers the province is a
mistaken one. “There remaineth therefore much land to
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be possessed ” here as elsewhere in China, and it is possible
to travel long distances across our fertile plains and over
our lofty hills, and enter town after town, without finding
any trace of Christianity or meeting with a living exponent
of its doctrines.

We rejoice that so much has been done; we thank God
for the numerous churches established in our midst; we
praise Him for the evident tokens of His presence which
we see on every hand; we remember with deep gratitude
our noble band of native workers, both men and women ;
we note with humble pride that about one quarter® the
number of Christians in the whole of China are to be found
in this province, and we are determining by God’s grace and
in His strength to take possession of the land yet un-
occupied, assured that He is with us, and that His word
to His Church is now, as of old, “ Go forward.”

It is confidently hoped that one result of the publication
of these sketches of the different provinces of China, and
the efforts being made to make Christ known to the millions
who 1nhabit them, will call forth much earnest prayer both
for the work and for the workers; and that such prayer
may be definite and intelligent, I will enumerate brietly
some of the special difficulties which confront the Christian
missionary as he carries on his work in FUKIEN, and also
some of the encouragements which cheer him on and stimu-
late him to further persevering efforts, asking my readers
to remember that the difficulties and encouragements here

mentioned refer not only to one part of China, but to the
whole.

Difficulties

(a) The variety of spoken dialects, which confine a mis-
sionary’s efforts to a comparatively small area, and demand
a multiplication of colloquial Bibles and other books, thus
largely increasing the work of translation and publication.

(b) The satisfaction of the people generally with their

1 This is according to the ﬁgmes given Ly Hartmann in the 4llgemeine
Missions Zeitschrift for 1904, —Ebp.



62 THE CHINESE EMPIRE

own religious systems, which fact calls for constant prayer
that God would create soul thirst for Himself.

(¢c) The low standard of morality which prevails every-
where, and often makes an appeal to live a higher life fall
flat and forceless on the minds of one’s hearers.

(d) The pride and arrogance of the educated -classes,
which causes them to refuse even a hearing to the teaching
of the “foreign barbarians.”

(e) The dislike and fear of many of the people with
regard to foreigners, and their wish to avoid them as much
as possible. .

(f) The treatment of China by foreign nations, which
has increased their animosity to outsiders.

(¢9) The wide prevalence of the opium habit, which besots
and enervates its victims, and seems to close their hearts
and ears to the Gospel message.

Encouragements

(a) The widely-open door for preaching the Truth in the
towns and villages which so thickly stud the province.

(b) The willingness of many of the Chinese to listen
to what we have to say, and their civil treatment of those
who visit their houses.

(¢) The tolerance by the “ powers that be” of all reli-
gions, so long as the laws of the Empire are adhered to.

(d) The readiness and ability of the native converts to
make Christ known to their neighbours.

(¢) The widespread desire for Western education, even
where such teaching is given by missionaries on a distinctly
Christian basis.

(f) The dissatisfaction of the educated classes with the
present state of the Empire, and their desire for change
and improvement.

(9) The fact that there are about 150,000 converts
connected with the Protestant Church in China, many of
whom are true servants of the Master, and have proved
their sincerity in a multitude of ways.
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THE ISLAND OF FORMOSA

By the Rev. THOMAs BarcLay, M.A., English Presbyterian Mission.

THE Island of ForMOsa, one of the largest islands in Asia,
is situated off the south-east coast of China, opposite to the
province of Fukien, to which it formerly belonged. Its
greatest length from north to south is over 260 miles, its
greatest breadth about 80 miles. It has an area of 15,000
square miles, which is half the size of Scotland. The
population amounts to a little over 3,000,000. At the
north end it is distant from the mainland of China about
70 miles, at the south end about 250. To the west of
ForMosa, about 30 miles distant, lie the Pescadore Islands,
with a population of about 60,000 inhabitants.

The island consists of a high range of mountains, running
from north to south, the highest peak of which is Mount
Morrison, 13,880 feet, a little higher than Fujiyama in
Japan proper. On the east coast these mountains run
right down to the sea, in some places leaving not enough
level ground for a road. The population on this side of
the island is very sparse, though under Japanese rule it is
increasing more rapidly; they encourage settlers to go to
live there with a view to the development of the resources
of the hills. On the west side, between the mountains and
the sea, 1s a level stretch of fertile land, where the main
body of the people lives. In the north the mountains are
more broken, the scenery is more varied, and hill and plain
more intermixed. Speaking generally, the mountains are
inhabited by wild savages, the lower hills along the base of
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the mountains by the civilised aborigines, and the level
plains by the Chinese. These latter are mostly from the
Fukien province—an important fact in our Mission work,
as it enables us to make free use of the books prepared by
the older Missions in Amoy. There are also a number of
Hakkas, from the province of Canton, who clan together,
speaking their own language and preserving their own
customs. There are several thousands of Japanese now
resident in the island, mostly in the larger towns. There
are some sSixty or seventy foreigners, European or American,
resident chiefly at the old treaty ports north and south.
Of these about half are missionaries, Protestant and Roman
Catholic.

During the seventeenth century, from 1624 till 1662,
FormMosA was in the possession of the Dutch. During
these years a good deal of missionary work was carried on,
thousands of the natives were baptized, and schools were
set up throughout the island. The Dutch authorities were
fully in favour of carrying on this work; they even issued
a proclamation making idolatry illegal and punishable with
public whipping and banishment !

About the middle of the century the old Ming dynasty
in China was overthrown by the present Tartar dynasty.
One of the last adherents of the fallen dynasty, Coxinga,
whose father was a Chinaman and his mother a Japanese
woman, sailed from Amoy with a large fleet to ForMoSA.
There he was joined by the resident Chinese, and after
some fighting and a prolonged siege he succeeded in
driving out the Dutch and taking possession of the island.
In 1683 the grandson of Coxinga submitted to the Chinese
Emperor, and FOrM0OSA became a part of the Empire.

Under the persecution of the Chinese rulers the Christian
religion appears soon to have died out. The natives are a
weaker people than the Chinese, and religion seems to take
less hold of them; even at the present time, under favour-
able circumstances, we are troubled by their fickleness.
Probably also the work of the missionaries was too much
mixed up with politics; Christianity was the religion of the
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rulers, to which the people conformed. And finally there
was no translation of the Bible, in whole or part, left in
the hands of the people. A translation of the Gospel
according to Matthew had been made, and an edition was
printed in Holland, but news came of the expulsion of the
Dutch, and the books were not sent out. These books
were printed in Roman letters, which the missionaries
taught the people to read and write. It is an interesting
fact that this is the part of their work that survived
longest. For at least a century and a half the people
retained the knowledge of reading and writing their native
languages. Deeds are still in existence belonging to the
early part of last century, written in duplicate, in Chinese
on one side and Romanised on the other, the Roman letters
recording what is now a dead language. Most of the
semi-civilised tribes living in the plain country have
acquired Chinese and forgotten their own language. When
missionary work was resumed in FORMOSA, two centuries
after the Dutch had left, these writings were almost the
only trace left of the labours of the earlier workers. In
addition there lingered among some tribes the tradition of
a nation of kind foreigners, non-Chinese, who had once
lived in the island, and who on leaving had promised some
day to return for the deliverance of the people.

Misstons.—In 1865 Dr. James L. Maxwell commenced
the work of the English Presbyterian Church in ForMosa.
The Roman Catholic Church had begun Mission work
some years earlier, and have carried it on continuously
till the present time. Their staff of foreign missionaries is
smaller than those of the two Protestant Missions combined,
and their work does not appear to be very extensive or
very popular with the people. Happily there has been
very little friction between the two Missions.

Dr. Maxwell began work, medical and evangelistic, at
Taiwanfu (now Tainan), but was soon driven by a mob to
take refuge in Takow, a treaty port 30 miles to the south.
There, on August 12, 1866, the first converts of the Mission
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were baptized by the Rev. W. S. Swanson of Amoy, who
had come across on a visit. On that occasion there were
four men baptized. Of these four, one was very soon made
a preacher of the Gospel, which office he continued to fill
until 1905, when he resigned. He is still active as a
voluntary worker, preaching nearly every Lord’s Day.
Shortly after these baptisms took place the disputes
between the merchants of SOUTH ForMOsA and the Tao-tai
came to a head, and riots occurred, in which the Church
was involved ; a chapel was destroyed and several Christians
assaulted. The authorities refused to arrange the matter,
whereupon a naval force was landed and the port of
Anping was captured. When this was done the Chinese
became thoroughly alarmed, and the whole trouble was
soon satisfactorily settled. The news of what had taken place
spread all over the island, and in the eyes of the people
exalted both England and the Church. During the next few
years the Church grew rapidly in numbers, too often by
the accession of those who joined from unworthy motives,
though there were not wanting cases of interesting con-
versions., As the people found that their expectations of
worldly gain were not realised, there followed, not un-
naturally, a period of coldness till things were settled on
a more satisfactory basis; since which time more real, if
not quite so rapid, progress has been made.

In 1869 Dr. Maxwell returned to Taiwanfu, leaving
his colleague, Rev. H. Ritchie, at Takow. From Taiwanfu
the work soon spread rapidly among the civilised Chinese-
speaking aborigines, both in the district directly east from
Taiwanfu and in a region about 100 miles to the north.
The work among these tribes has in some respects been less
satisfactory ; the people seem to move towards the Gospel
by whole villages rather than from personal conviction.
Some years later the work spread more among the towns
and villages of the Chinese resident on the plains; among
them continuous progress has been made up to the present
day.

In 1872 the Canadian Presbyterian Church sent out



THE ISLAND OF FORMOSA 67

Rev. G. L. Mackay to begin a Mission in China. He
decided on NorTH FoRMOSA as the most interesting field
that offered itself. From that date till his death in 1902,
in conjunction with a succession of colleagues, he carried on
an extensive work among the Chinese. The story of his
work is told in his well-known book, From Far Formosa.
Last year a successor was sent out from Canada, and in
addition a medical missionary and two lady missionaries.
The headquarters of the mission are at Tamsui. The whole
island is divided between those two missions, the Tai-an
river forming the natural boundary-line.

The work of our Mission in the south, and to a very
large extent that of the Mission in the north, has been
along the lines of our older Presbyterian Missions on the
mainland opposite.” The Gospel was preached throughout
the country and literature distributed. Especial attention
has been paid to medical missions; at present one-third of
our staff is purely medical, and the results in spreading
the Gospel and opening up new districts have justified the
amount of labour and money spent In this direction.
Converts began to gather for worship in various towns and
villages, and these were visited systematically by the
foreign missionary for teaching and pastoral oversight.

From the very beginning native helpers were largely made
use of, to supplement the labours of the foreign missionary.
For the training of these workers, Theological Colleges were
set up at the two head centres. Local schools for the
teaching of the children were set up where possible, and a
central High School established for the education of those
who wished some training better than the local schools
could supply. The people were taught from the beginning
the duty and privilege of raising money for the support of
the Church, special emphasis being laid on the duty of sup-
porting the preachers. As the work spread more and more,
while the foreign staff remained almost stationary, the need
of native ministers to take full charge of the congregations,

! This subject is fully treated in Mission Problems and Missionary
Methods in South China, chaps. vi.-x., by Rev. J. Campbell Gibson, M.A., D.D
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without the necessity of visits from the foreigner, became
more and more pressing. With a view to maintain the
independence and dignity of these ministers as being eccle-
siastically on a par with the foreigner, we have required, as
in our mainland Missions, that the entire amount required
for their salary should be raised by the people from the very
first.

In the case of the unordained preachers we do not
1nsist on this, though we urge it as an ideal. In some
cases the entire salary of these preachers is borne by the
congregation where they labour. In one district of our
field, for the last two years, by means of an augmentation
fund, to which members of congregations subscribe over
and above what they give directly to their own preachers,
sufficient funds have been raised to pay the salaries of all
the regular preachers working in that district, though the
salaries of evangelists, colporteurs, etc., still remain a charge
on the mission funds.

With a view to the organisation of the Church, about
ten years ago the elders belonging to the various congrega-
tions in SoUTH FORMOSA met together and constituted
themselves into a Presbytery, which since then has met
regularly twice a year. The foreign missionaries were
invited to sit and act along with the Presbytery as full
members, without their relation to the home churches being
affected thereby. In 1905 the North Church similarly
organised itself, and proposals have already been made for
the union of the two churches into one.

The cession of the island to Japan in 1895, as a con-
dition of peace between China and her victor, has naturally
produced very marked effects on the conditions of life
among the people, and has also affected not a little our
church work. The general results of the change of govern-
ment need not be dwelt on here in detail. The occupation
by Japan was strenuously objected to by the people, some
of whose leaders set up a mock republic on the departure
of the Chinese rulers. This required an armed occupation,
which resulted in much suffering and loss of life and
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property on both sides. It was followed by serious and
repeated risings on the part of the people, which were put
down with much vigour. Now, after ten years’ rule, the
whole of the island, with the exception occasionally of the
savage districts, is at perfect peace, and the absolute safety
of both life and property everywhere is recognised as an
immense boon even by the most disaffected. More than
200 miles of railway have been opened, connecting the
north and south of the island. Steamship connection
between the ports and the rest of the world has been in-
creased. By means of the post office letters are delivered
in almost every village of the island. Roads have been
made throughout the country, schools have been opened in
most of the towns and larger villages, telegraphic com-
munication has been much increased, and many comforts
and conveniences of Western civilisation have been intro-
duced.  Agriculture has been improved, and a better
quality of sugar-cane has been introduced, with proper
machinery for crushing it. Undoubtedly in many ways
the condition of the people has been improved. The
complaints are chiefly of the great increase in taxation, and
of the endless registrations, so different from the easy-going
methods of the old Chinese régime.

Much was hoped for from the coming of the Japanese
in the way of the abolition of opium-smoking. Their
original plan of stopping it at once, excépt in the case of
those confirmed smokers who might suffer from being
suddenly deprived of the indulgence, to whom permits
would be granted, promised well, and would have quickly
put an end to the habit if rigidly carried out. For several
years, however, permits were given to all and sundry who
applied for them. The general fecling among natives and
foreigners is that the authorities do not display very much
enthusiasm in discouraging the vice. In order to carry
out their programme the Government at once made the
purchase and sale of opium a monopoly, to which no one
could fairly object. The profits from this monopoly are
great. And in the present state of Formosan finance it is
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only too probable that the temptation to make gain of it
has been yielded to. In view of the action of their friend
and ally, England, it is little wonder if this has been the
case.

In regard to Mission work, the coming of the Japanese has
on the whole been distinctly favourable. It has, however,
interfered with our schools, all private schools being closed
within a certain distance of a Government one. It also
bars the way to our medical students becoming practitioners,
no permission being given to any one to practise who has
not studied in Government schools. But the gain in other
ways 18 great. The substitution of Japanese officials for
the old mandarins is an immense improvement. We have
now something more than a fair field and no favour. The
rulers, while strictly impartial officially, secure absolute
protection for ourselves and the native Christians, and
often let it be seen that they disapprove of idolatrous
observances ; whilst, on the other hand, they recognise in our
Christian work an important factor in the civilising and
elevation of the people. They give us genuine encourage-
ment to go on further with our work. There are, of
course, exceptions, but not many.

Again, in regard to the people and their views of our
work, there is a change for the better noticeable. The old
suspicions are mostly gone. The hatred of the missionary
as one who is working for political ends no longer exists.
Even if they still believed it of us, it would be no good
reason for objecting to our presence! But they see ever
more plainly what indeed they were coming to see before
the arrival of the Japanese, that our work is a spiritual
work, which does not interfere with their political standing.
They have also been compelled in so many ways to make
a complete break with old customs that the change to
Christianity is less marked, and as their idolatrous prac-
tices receive no sympathy from their rulers, who utilise
their idol temples in all sorts of ways without, apparently,
any harm coming to them, they are more prepared to
give our message a less prejudiced hearing. Indeed, it
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is in this very direction probably that the Church’s great
difficulty will arise in the future. The overthrow of super-
stition that is wrought by the new rédgime brings with it
no corresponding truth to take its place. ~We are threatened
with a great wave of unbelief and irreligion and worldliness
that may be more difficult to meet than the superstition
which it has displaced. But at present there is a great
opportunity. We need no longer pray for open doors, the
wall itself has fallen down. If only the Church could be
raised to a sense of her duty—to guide ForRMOSA to welcome
her true Lord and Master —Ilest otherwise the last state
of the house, swept and garnished, be worse than the first.

According to the census returns, there are in FOrMOSA
about 100,000 wild savages in the mountains, who live by
hunting and a little agriculture (chiefly of millet), and who
are generally fighting with one another and with the
Chinese. They speak quite a number of different dialects.
There is absolutely no Christian work being carried on
among them, and unhappily not much prospect of any
being begun. There are difficulties of various kinds in the
way of such work. But were the workers ready, openings
might be found among some of the tribes that are com-
paratively friendly but who as yet speak no Chinese. It
would form a fresh field for any mission that is seeking an
opportunity of service, and would in no way interfere with
work that is already being done.

The two Missions in the island have not been able to
do anything for the care of the Japanese who come to
ForMosA. But they have not been neglected by their own
countrymen. There are now five Japanese congregations
in the island, three Presbyterian and two Episcopal, with
resident ministers. They are not very large, though one
of them is self-supporting. Their presence among us is
very desirable, both for their services to their own country-
men and also as a testimony to the Chinese, Christian and
heathen.

The following are the latest statistics of the two
missions, not including the Japanese :-—
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.. , EP.M. CPM. Total
Missionaries (not including wives)—

Ordained 5 2 7
Medical 3 4
Educational 1 0 1
Lady workers 4 6
Totals . . 13 5 18

Native ministers . . . . 5 3 8
Communicants . . . . 2,942 2,143 5,085
Baptized children . . . . 2,211 839 3,050

There are 2 Theological Colleges, 2 High Schools, 2
Girls’ Schools, 1 School for Women, 4 Hospitals, about 150
out-stations, and 100 preachers. There are four centres
at which missionaries live. There is a monthly paper
published at Tainan in the Romanised vernacular. It is
now in its 255th number. It has a paying circulation of
over 1000 copies monthly. The amount of money raised
in the South Church for all purposes last year amounted to
nearly $11,000, say about £1000 sterling.

The following additional figures are from a census taken
in the South Church this year; I am sorry I have not
corresponding figures for the North Church :—

Total Forenoon attendance at 87 places of worship . . 6,496
,» Afternoon ’ ’ » 6,435
Readers of the Romanised vernacular . . . 4,079
Professing Christians and their families (mcludlng com-
municants and children) . . . . 15,925
Towns and villages in which at least one worshlpper resides 740

The following books should be consulted by any one
wishing fuller information on Formosa :—

The Island of Formosa, Past and Present. By J. W. Davidson.
London : Macmillan & Co., 1903.

An  Account of Missionary Success in Formosa. By Rev. W.
Campbell, F.R.G.S. London: Triibner & Co., 1889.

Formosa under the Dutch. By the Rev. W. Campbell, F.R.G.S.
London : Kegan Paul, Trench, Triibner & Co., Ltd., 1903. A full
bibliography is given at the end of this work.
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THE PROVINCE OF CHEKIANG

By the Venerable Archdeacon A. E. MouLg, B.D.,
Church Missionary Society.

THE province of CHEKIANG contains 36,670 square miles.
It is the smallest of the eighteen provinces of China proper;
and yet this small area equals the whole of Lancashire and
all the midland and southern counties of England. The
province measures 260 English miles from east to west,
and 380 from north to south. It is equal in size to
Portugal, and is twice as large as Denmark; Ireland could
lie within its boundaries, and the vast Victoria Nyanza is
scarcely large enough to float CHEKIANG. The population
is extremely hard to estimate. The latest statistics, pub-
lished in the Statesman’s Year-Book, give 11,580,692 as the
estimated population ; but older estimates, both Chinese and
English, gave a population of 26,000,000.

The province is one of great historic and antiquarian
interest. It formed the extreme southern boundary of Old
China, the provinces and districts farther south being in
early days regarded as outside and barbarous states. CHE-
KIANG has from olden times been the stage upon which
some of the principal acts in Chinese history have been
performed. Shun, the semi-mythical patriarchal emperor
of 4000 years ago, the Cincinnatus of China, called from
the fields to reign, is said to have ploughed his father’s
acres with an elephant not far from the city of Yiiyao,
40 miles west of Ningpo; whilst two or three miles
outside the walls of Shaohing stands the tomb of the
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Emperor Yii, the “ Great Yii” as he is called, the Chinese
Noah, who is said to have subdued the deluge which
inundated China in his time, 2205 B.c. The man who
attempted to recreate China and make its history begin
with his rule, Shih Hwang-ti, 259-210 B.c. (the constructor
of the Great Wall, 1250 miles long, and of the Grand
Canal, 650 miles from north (Tientsin) to south (Hang-
chow in CHEKIANG), and the destroyer of the Confucian
books and ancient classics), visited Hangchow, Shaohing,
and Ningpo.

In religious legend and antiquities also this province
has treasures of singular interest to Buddhist and Taoist
devotees. Chang Tao-ling, the Pope or Grand Lama of the
Taoists, was born, A.D. 34, near T’ien-moh-san (the “ Hill
of the Eye of Heaven”), a fine mountain 5000 feet high
within the borders of CHEKIANG. The island of P'u-t'o
(the most sacred place to Buddhists in the east of Asia,
where Kwan-yin, the “ Goddess of Mercy ” and patroness of
sailors, is said to have lived) lies 50 miles east of Ningpo,
and belongs to CHEKIANG. The great temples beyond the
West Lake at Hangchow founded by Indian monks, the
one A.D. 306, the other A.D. 581, attract vast crowds of
pilgrims from Central China.

CHEKIANG suffered greatly during the Taiping Rebellion,
that great chapter in China’s more recent history. In
1861 the Taipings invaded CHEKIANG, and after storming
Hangchow and Shaohing, they captured Ningpo, December
9, 1861. They were driven out of Ningpo in May 1862,
and after ravaging the country round for some months,
and beleaguering the city a second time, they were eventu-
ally driven back on Shaohing and Hangchow ; and finally
evacuated the latter city and the province of CHEKIANG
in 1864. The idol temples with scarcely any exceptions
were destroyed and the idols abolished throughout the
province. The Christian element in the aims of the first
leaders of the Taipings was early obliterated by the lust of
conquest and the adhesion of a vast number of irreligious
followers.
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A few notes are added on some of the chief cities of
CHEKIANG.

Hangchow, the capital of the province, and for 149
years the imperial capital of China (under the Southern
Sung monarchs in the twelfth century A.D.), is not, as
China’s antiquity measures time, an ancient city. It was
founded in the year aAD. 606. During the Taiping
Rebellion it was three times besieged, stormed, and sacked,
but it retains much of imperial grandeur and dignity.
Marco Polo describes the city, under the name of Kinsay,
as he saw it in the thirteenth century.

The history of Ningpo goes much further back. The
original city was founded 2205 B.c., just after Yii's deluge.
It was moved to its present site A.D. 713, the celebrated
“ Heaven-invested ” pagoda having been erected twenty
years earlier. The city is proud of its threefold line of
defence—the city walls, the river and moat completely
surrounding the city, and the amphitheatre of hills
beyond.

Shaohing, the Venice of China in Marco Polo’s esti-
mation, is probably older even than Ningpo. There are
traces of an original foundation as far back as Yao and
Shun, 2357-2208 B.c. There the Great Yii held court
after the flood. Shaohing is famous for its wine, and for
its manufacture of idolatrous paper.

The other Fu cities are Kiaking, Huchow, Wenchow,
Chuchow, T’aichow, Kinhwa, Yenchow, and Chiichowfu.

The chief river of the province is the Tsientang, on
which Hangchow is situated. This river is remarkable for
its tidal wave, which sometimes attains to the height of 12
to 14 feet, with a stretch of a mile and a half in width.
It is worshipped by the people, and at certain seasons by
the magistrates at Hangchow, outside the south-east city
gate, which is called, “The Gate waiting for the Tide.”
Among the numerous smaller rivers, the river Yung, on
which stands Ningpo, may be mentioned. In its upper
waters it is called sometimes the Yao, sometimes the Shun,
the names of the ancient mythical emperors of China.
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Some branches of the aboriginal race, the Miao-tse, are
met with in the mountainous country beyond Kinhwa.

Hangchow is noted for its mulberry and silkworm
culture and manufacture of silk. Both in the plains and
on the terraces of the hills of CHEKIANG, rice in its
different varieties is the principal crop. Tea is largely
grown in the hill districts. The hill people are chiefly
occupied in the cutting and carrying of bamboo and fir.
River and sea fisheries are important; fleets of fishing-
smacks of several thousand sail may be seen off the coast.

The country is intersected in all directions by natural
and artificial waterways, and all these streams and canals
are utilised for irrigating the boundless expanse of rice-
fields. In April the view from the hilltops is exceedingly
beautiful. The hills themselves, rising in some cases to
3000 feet above the plain, are clothed with yellow and red
azaleas. Down below in the plains emerald patches of the
most brilliant hue are seen. These are rice-seed beds nearly
ready for transplanting into the irrigated fields. In August
the scene is changed, but still remarkable for fresh beauty.
Overhead is the arch of the blue summer sky, broken only
by the white masses of the thunderstorm, still far away on
the northern horizon. The groves of bamboo are swayed
by the southerly monsoon, and far down in the plains there
are breadths of golden grain ready for the sickle, yellow
reaches intersected by the lines of Pride of India or of
willows which mark the watercourses.

The province of CHEKIANG stretches nearly from the
27th to the 31st parallel of latitude N. The climate
during nine months of the year is temperate, but the
summer heat is great and the cold of January and February
is severe. There are rainy seasons in June and September,
the latter being the most unhealthy month of the year.

The province of CHEKIANG is governed by a Lieutenant-
Governor, residing at Hangchow, who is under the Viceroy
of the two provinces of CHEKIANG and FUKIEN, who re-
sides at Foochow. The Governor is assisted by a Provincial
Treasurer and a Provincial Judge, and within the province
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four Intendants of Circuit or Taotais bear rule. These
4 Taotais govern 11 prefectures (Fu), including 3 Ting
cities and 63 Hsien cities, with market towns, villages, and
hamlets innumerable, all the cities being walled.

Roman Catholic Jesuit Missions were early at work in
CHEKIANG.

Protestant Misstons.— Milne, one* of Morrison’s later
associates, visited and resided in Ningpo some years before
the first treaty which opened ports of China, amongst them
Ningpo. In the summer of 1845 the Rev. G. Smith
(afterwards Bishop of Victoria) visited Ningpo on behalf
of the Church Missionary Society, and urged its adoption
as a missionary centre of the first importance. He found
missionaries of the American Baptist and Presbyterian
Societies already in Ningpo. The dates of the commence-
ment of the different Missions, and statistics as to the
present number of their workers and their several fields of
work, are given on p. 79.

All the Fu cities of the province are occupied by one or
more of the above Missions, and about a third of the Hsien
cities, while missionary work, either by foreign or by native
agents, reaches now to all parts of the province.

Evangelistic work, either in mission rooms or by itiner-
ation and open-air preaching, is carried on by all these
Missions, the China Inland Mission devoting its chief
attention to this work.

Educational work is carried on by the American Baptist
Mission in Ningpo, Shaching, and Hangchow; by the
American Presbyterian Mission (North) in Ningpo and
Hangchow ; by the Church Missionary Society in Ningpo,
Hangchow, and Shaohing ; by the American Presbyterian
Mission (South) in Hangchow, Kashing, and Dongshang ;
by the United Methodist Free Church in Ningpo and
Wenchow ; and by the Christians’ Mission in Ningpo.

Medical 1work 1s carried on by the American Baptist
Mission in Ningpo, Shaohing, and Huchow ; by the Church
Missionary Society in Ningpo, Hangchow, and T’aichow ;
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by the American Presbyterian Mission (South) in Kashing,
Dongshan, and Kiangyin; by the United Methodist Free
Church in Ningpo and Wenchow ; and by the China Inland
Mission in T’aichow.

The number of Protestant native agents is approximately
700, and of native Christians from 12,000 to 15,000.

The China Inland Mission began in 1866, but the
founder, Mr. Hudson Taylor, with his associates, had worked
from 1854 in connection with the Chinese Evangelisation
Society.

The province of CHEKIANG was the first in which
inland residence and permanent work were effected. In
1859 the Rev. J. L. and Mrs. Nevius of the American
Presbyterian Mission, and the Rev. T. Burdon (afterwards
Bishop of Victoria) of the Church Missionary Society
visited Hangchow at some risk, and resided there for some
months; but they were unable to secure permanent
residence. Mr. Burdon subsequently attempted residence
in Shaohing, and worked there during the summer of
1861, but both Shaohing and Hangchow were left in
consequence of the approach of the Taipings. Hangchow
was occupied permanently for Inland Mission work in
1864, when the Rev. G. E. Moule of the Church Missionary
Society (afterwards Bishop in Mid-China) moved thither
from Ningpo, followed a few months later by the Rev. D.
Green of the American Presbyterian Mission. Hankow
in Hupeh had been previously occupied by Dr. Griffith
John of the London Missionary Society in 1861, but Han-
kow was an open port. Hangchow was made the first
headquarters of the China Inland Mission in 1866.

1 Mr. Stock says ‘‘the autumn of 1865.” See History of C.M.S. vol. ii.
p. 583.—Ep,
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Date of Com.| Fresent muniber of Chief Statio
iqai : :) 10118,
Miasion mencement. | yorkers. |5\t Siavions
Ningpo.
. _ Shaohing.
An.lex"lcan Bapt.;lst} 1844 24 29 Kinhwa.
Missionary Union Hangchow.
Huchow.
American Presby- 1844 99 16 {Ningpo.
terian, North Hangchow.
Ningpo.
o Hangchow.
Churcl-l Missionary 1848 65 62 Shaohing,
Society Chiiki.
T’aichow.
Ningpo.
67 Mem- IS_{I;&::);"I}::)%
China Inland ) 1857 1 bers, ) 136 ! Chiiki .
Mission i 15 associ- Taichow
ates Kinhwa,
Wenchow.
English Methodist \ Ningpo.
Mission } 1864 16 H {WenchOW-
. Hangchow.
Am01_1can Presby- 1867 a5 37 K’ashing.
terian, South Dongshang
Christians’ Mission 1895 10 10 Ningpo.

1 Archdeacon Moule had stated the date as 1867.
ventured to change it to 1857, the date which appears in all China
Inland Mission statistics, which, though prior to the formation of the China
Inland Mission as a Mission, was the date when Mr. Hudson Taylor
commenced work at Ningpo.

The Editor has



THE PROVINCE OF KIANGSU

By Rev. JoEN DaRRrocH, Translation Department of the Shansi
Imperial University,

THE province of KIANGSU gets its name by combining the
first syllable of its metropolis Kiangning (another name
for Nanking) with that of Soochow, the capital, its richest
city.

The area of the province is about 38,600 square miles,
and the population is computed to be 14,000,000. The
province consists chiefly of flat tracts of exceedingly fertile
land. It is, indeed, nothing else than the detritus of
China’s two mighty waterways, the Yellow River and the
Yangtse. Doubtless the sea-coast was once much further
inland than it is at present, but the sediment deposited in
its bed from year to year gradually filled up the shallow
ocean, and what were once islands are now hills in the
midst of a great plain of fertile rice or wheat fields.

The Yellow River has always been an erratic stream,
and in 1853 it changed its course, and now finds its way
to the sea through the province of Shantung. The mighty
Yangtse flows from the west through the south of the
province, entering the sea beyond Shanghai. The Hwai
river rises in the province of Honan, traverses the north
of Anhwei, and enters the Hungtse lake in the north of
Kiangsu, whence it has its outlet into the Grand Canal.
This in its turn links the numerous lakes in the pro-
vince together and provides a waterway throughout its
entire length from north to south. The country is also
intersected by innumerable navigable canals, rivers, and

80
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creeks, and it may be taken for granted that no country in
the world of equal extent is so well watered as this province
of KIANGSU; it would also be difficult to find anywhere an
equal extent of territory as rich, as fertile, and as densely
populated.

The Grand Canal reflects far more credit on the
monarchs who devised and executed it than does the much
more famous Great Wall. Kublai Khan (1260) is generally
credited with the construction of this most useful waterway,
but, as a matter of fact, it existed, in parts, long before his
day. The total length of the canal is 650 miles. It has
always been of immense importance to the whole Empire
and to this province in particular. In these days steam
launches, towing a train of house-boats or junks, jostle each
other on its southern reaches, and so a new and important
trade is being developed.

Nanking, the official capital, is situated on the southern
bank of the Yangtse, 200 miles west of Shanghai. It was the
metropolis of China from A.p. 317 to 582, and again from
AD. 1368 to 1403. It 1s still the seat of the Viceroy of
the Liang-kiang, who is the Governor-General of three
provinces, and is consequently the rallying centre of a large
concourse of officials, expectant and substantive. Nanking
has always been famous in China for its scholars, wealth,
and culture. The wall of the city is nearly 25 miles in
circummference, and encloses a population of about half a
million souls. The district exports quantities of raw silk
and flowered satin.

“On the banks of the Grand Canal, 80 miles west of
Shanghai, 12 miles east of the great lake, and 40 miles
south of the Yangtse, stands Soochow, the silk metropolis of
the Orient. Founded 500 B.c., it was laid out only 250
years after Romulus had traced the walls of the mistress
of the ancient world, and from that date Soochow has been,
and still is, a literary and commercial centre.” This city is
called the Venice of China, “ Beautiful Soo,” and has a
population of about 700,000.

Chinkiang, at the juncture of the Grand Canal with

G
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the Yangtse, is a large and bustling commercial city. It
was captured by the British in 1842 after an heroic resist-
ance by the Tartar garrison. When all was lost Hai-ling,
the general of the troops, immolated himself in his yamen,
rather than submit to the “ foreign barbarian.”

Yangchow, 15 miles north of Chinkiang, and on the
banks of the Grand Canal, is famous for its wealth and the
beauty of its women. Marco Polo was governor of this
city for three years (about A.D. 1280).

The city of Shanghai is better known to foreigners than
any other place in China. It was taken by the British
forces in 1842, and was one of the five ports thrown open
to the trade of the world at the conclusion of the war of
that date. Its position at the mouth of the Yangtse makes
it the emporium for Central China. Where, when the
port was opened, was a towpath for the trackers, who
laboriously dragged their junks up the river, a handsome
street, called the Bund, now fronts the Hwangpu river, and
what was then a wide expanse of paddy fields is now a dense
city of Chinese houses and wealthy shops. Beyond this,
away into the country, five miles to the north and west of
the Bund, stretch the residences of foreign merchants.

The total foreign population of the International Settle-
ment of Shanghai is 11,497. Of this nunber 3713 are
British, 2157 are Japanese, 1329 are Portuguese, 991 are
American, 785 are German, and 393 are French. There is
a French Settlement outside the International Settlement
in which there are a few hundred more French subjects,
the remaining population being divided amongst twenty
other nationalities. The Chinese population is 452,716.
If we consider the large Chinese population in the French
Concession, in the native city, and in the villages just outside
the bounds of the Settlement, it is probable that the Chinese
population of Shanghai is not less than one million.

The first railway in China was laid down between
Shanghai and Woosung (12 miles) in 1876. The Chinese
were bitterly opposed to this enterprise from the first, and
after a few months they succeeded in buying the whole
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plant from the foreign firm which had the concession, and
then immediately tore up the rails. The line was relaid
and opened to traffic in 1898. The railway is being carried
westward to Soochow, which section is now nearly completed.
The other sections to Nanking and to Wuhu are in course
of construction and will be rapidly pushed to completion.
The Chinese are now as keen to get railways as they
were formerly opposed to them. The poor as well as the
rich subscribe eagerly for shares, and those who reckoned
that the Chinese were too poor to build their own railways
without foreign assistance are likely to get a surprise.
Another important railway, one from Nanking to Tientsin,
1s projected, but the concessionaires have been so dilatory in
commencing the work, that the Chinese are now clamour-
ing for the retrocession of the permission to construct the
line.

When these railways are finished Kianasu will have
two great trunk lines running east and west and north and
south through the province; it is safe to prognosticate that
there will be an immense development of trade in conse-
quence of these increased facilities for transport.

From the printing presses of Shanghai books, magazines,
and newspapers pour forth in an unresting stream. The
older literature of China’s dreamy sages is being pushed
aside, and text-books on subjects of which the ancients never
dreamed are being circulated literally by the hundred
thousand. The works of Spencer, Huxley, and Montesquieu;
Ivanhoe, Uncle Tom’s Cabin, Sherlock Holmes, and a host
of other books equally modern have been translated and
are being read with avidity by the younger generation
of China’s scholars.

In a word, K1ANGSU is the wealthiest, the most cultured,
and the most progressive of the eighteen provinces. Not
only so, but this province sets the fashion for all China.
What is done here to-day will be the rage in the most
distant parts of this great Empire in a few months or at
most a few years’ time. This emphasises the importance of
the province from an educational and evangelistic standpoint.



84 THE CHINESE EMPIRE

The Roman Catholics have had Missions in KIANGSU since
the sixteenth century. About eleven years after Ignatius
Loyola had founded the Society of Jesus, Xavier, the most
zealous of the Jesuits, was reconnoitring the great closed
land of Sinim. He never gained an entrance. Disappoint-
ment and intrigue broke his heart, and he died within sight
of China’s shore before the “rock ” opened.

In 1579 Matteo Ricci arrived in China. Foiled in his
first attempt to enter Nanking, he proceeded to Nanchang,a
city of evil repute, but returned to Nanking and ultimately
made his way to the capital. The impression this man made
on her rulers is written legibly in the annals of China; no
missionary of any denomination has since exerted a tithe of
his influence.

A notable convert was gained for Christianity when
Sii Kwang-chi, a Cabinet Minister of that date, became the
friend and pupil of Ricci. When the officials at Nanking
denounced the missionaries of the new religion as a
“ depraved sect,” Sii memorialised the Emperor in their
favour., His books, political and religious, are still on
sale in the book-shops in Shanghai. A memorial arch to
his memory was erected in this, his native city, and to this
day his name is enshrined in a little temple called “ The
Hall of Sii Wen-ding ” (the resolute and elegant Sii). Surely
it has fallen to the lot of few men to be canonised by
Christians and pagans alike.

Siccawei, literally (Sii-kia-wei) “ the homestead of the Sii
family,” is now the site of the Roman Catholic establishment
near Shanghai. It comprises an observatory, art schools,
printing-press, etc., and is reckoned one of the most interest-
ing places in the Far East.

Since those early days Catholic Missions have been
prosecuted in the province with varied success. As Pro-
testants, we can neither acquiesce in their tenets nor approve
their methods of mission work, but the self-sacrifice and
persistence of the missionaries are such as we can only
admire.

Their success, though great, has not been adequate to
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their efforts nor commensurate with their opportunities.
One of the Fathers said to me, “Our work in China
resembles Penelope’s web. What is woven in the day while
man can work is ever unravelled in the dark night of per-
secution.” Protestant Missions, though still inferior to the
Romanists in the number of their converts, are now for the
first time their equals in prestige and equipment. It
remains to be seen whether (avoiding the bickerings which
ruined the Romanist Mission in the time of its fairest
opportunity) they will respond to the call of God, and
accomplish the task of Christianising this province—the
task in which the Romanists have conspicuously failed.

From 1850 to 1864 the terrible Taiping Rebellion
desolated China. The rebels captured Nanking in 1853,
and from that time they made that city their capital. It is
estimated that 20,000,000 people perished in that awful
war, and of this number possibly a third were inhabitants
of K1ANGSU.

The Taipings professed faith in Christianity, but their
deeds were a repetition of the horrors wrought by Attila and
Jenghis Khan. Several Protestant missionaries resided for
longer or shorter periods in the camps at Nanking and
Soochow. Amongst these were Roberts—from whom Hung
Siu-ts’iien, the rebel leader, first heard the Gospel, which had
such an unexpected influence on his life and through him
on China—Griffith John, Muirhead, and Edkins. The hopes
entertained by the missionaries that the rebel movement
would become a great moral force were sadly disappointed,
and, one by one, they withdrew from the Taiping armies.

I have heard ex-Taipings say that the foreigners made
a great mistake when they sent General Gordon to crush
the rebellion. By so doing, they say, the foreigners pro-
longed the reign of the conservative and bigoted Manchus
and ensured the supremacy of idolatry for many years.
Whereas, had the British Government supported the rebels
and enabled them to found a new dynasty, China would
have been immediately thrown open to the commerce of
the world.
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Doubtless if the rebel army had been permeated with
the Gospel leaven of truth and righteousness, that host
might have become a great reforming force. As it happened,
there was not sufficient goodness in the mass to save it
from corruption. We must rejoice that an end was put to
the unspeakable atrocities of the Taipings, but we may be
allowed to ponder regretfully “ What might have been”
had Hung Siu-ts'iien and his followers been imbued with
even a modicum of Christian virtue.

The first Protestant missionary to visit the province of
KiaNGsu was Karl Friedrich Gutzlaff, who sailed along the
coast of China in a sailing vessel in 1832 and visited
Shanghai during the trip. He distributed Gospels to the
people, who received the books courteously.

To the London Missionary Society belongs the honour
of commencing settled work in Mid-China. Dr. Medhurst
first visited Shanghai in 1835. In 1843, in company
with Dr. Lockhart, he took up his residence there, renting
premises outside the east gate of the native city. Here he
erected the first printing-press and engaged in evangelistic
work. It was here too that, on November 13, 1845, the
first two converts were baptized. In 1843 Dr. Lockhart
rented premises outside the south gate and established the
first Mission hospital in Mid-China. Since 1843 the
Mission work of this great Society has been continued
without intermission in the city and surrounding country.

The Rev. T. M<Clatchie of the Church Missionary
Society rented a house inside the native city of Shanghai in
1844. Bishop Boone of the American Episcopal Church
arrived in 1845. Rev. M. T. Yates of the American
Southern Baptist Mission, and Drs. Carpenter and Wardner
of the Seventh Day Baptist Mission, arrived in 1847.
The American Methodist Episcopal Mission (South)
commenced work in Shanghai in 1848, and the American
Presbyterian (North) in 1850. The China Inland Mission
rented its first house in Shanghai in 1873, and other
Missions have followed since, until there are now about



THE PROVINCE OF KIANGSU 87

twenty Societies working in the city, and the total number
of missionaries engaged in evangelistic, medical, literary,
and educational work is close on 200.

It is impossible even to glance at the manifold activities
of the Societies working in Shanghai. The literary work of
the Christian Literature Society, combined with the print-
ing establishments of the American Presbyterian Mission
and the American Methodist Episcopal Mission, has been
to China what the initial impulse is to the great ship as
she leaves the stocks to launch herself upon the waves.
Such educational institutions as St. John’s University
(American Episcopal Mission) and the M‘Tyiere Girls’
Boarding-School (American Methodist Episcopal Mission)
not only fulfil the purpose of their existence by turning
out Christian men and women educated and equipped for
their life-work, but they also serve as models on which the
Chinese are shaping their own educational institutions.
The well-managed hospitals, St. Luke’s (American Episcopal
Mission) and the London Mission Hospital, Shantung
Road, have often elicited eulogies of approval from
enlightened Chinese officials. The ordinary daily preach-
ing in the street chapels is also having a twofold effect.
It is not only turning men to righteousness, but is intro-
ducing the new and democratic method of direct appeal
from the platform to a popular audience.

It 13 worth recalling for a moment the names of the
great missionaries who have laboured in this field and are
now gone to their rest: Medhurst, Milne, Muirhead,
Wylie, Williamson, Edkins, Faber, Hudson Taylor, and
others. These men laid the foundations of the Church in
Mid-China; they were giants in faith and intellect, and
they shall be had in lasting remembrance as long as the
Church of Christ in China shall endure.

Dr. H. C. Du Bose in his book on ““ Beautiful Soo” says :
—“For years the missionaries in Shanghai looked upon
Soochow as a great evangelistic centre, and longed for the
time when its gates should be opened. Before the city
was taken by the Taiping rebels, young Griffith John,
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now a veteran, and others visited the place with a view
to securing a foothold. Rev. William Muirhead came to
this city in native dress, with a queue which was, un-
fortunately, too securely fastened. He was seized, dragged
along the street, while a heavy blow on his head made him
think his time was short.

“The first foreigner to live in this city was Charles
Schmidt, who laboured under the auspices of the American
Presbyterians (North). He came in 1868. He had been
an officer in the ‘ Ever Victorious Army,” and his extended
acquaintance among military mandarins secured him an
unmolested sojourn. He was a man of wonderful tact in
dealing with the people. He had a far-reaching acquaint-
ance with Chinese affairs, was a fluent speaker, a gifted
preacher, and wrote a most excellent tract. He afterwards
withdrew from the Mission service.

“In 1867 Rev. J. W, Lambuth, D.D., obtained a room
with a dirt floor pear the Ink Pagoda, and on his regular
visits to the city held religious services. He was assisted
by a native minister, Rev. C. K. Marshall, who had resided
some years in America.

“ During the occupation of Nanking by the rebels, Dr.
Muirhead visited that place, and passing near the wall
heard shrieks and groans. Going upon the wall, he found
a young lad, wounded and ill, who was about to give up
his life in despair. He was taken to Shanghai and kindly
cared for. In 1872, when Dr. Muirhead came to Soochow
and tried to rent a place, a rice merchant proffered his
assistance and secured for him a chapel on the principal
street of the city. It was the aforesaid lad, who in this
way showed his gratitude. Thus Messrs. Muirhead and
Lambuth were the first regular preachers in this pagan
city.

“ There are now fifteen chapels in the city. There are
four hospitals and twenty day-schools. The people enter-
tain the kindliest feelings towards the American residents,
who have lived so long among them and identified them-
gelves with the city’s interests.”
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Mr. Duncan of the China Inland Mission was the first
Protestant missionary to work in Nanking. He reached
the city in 1867, travelling vid Soochow and Chinkiang.
His first lodging was in the Drum-tower—a conspicuous
landmark in Nanking—where he rented a room from the
Buddhist priest in charge of the building. Communication
with the coast was difficult in those days, and it came to
pass that Mr. Duncan’s funds were exhausted. His servant
had contributed his scanty store, but in spite of the utmost
frugality that too was almost gone. One morning as Mr.
Duncan was leaving his lodging to go to his daily task of
street preaching his servant asked anxiously, “ What shall we
do now, teacher ? The money is all used up.” “ Trust in
the Lord, and do good ; so shalt thou dwell in the land, and
verily thou shalt be fed,” was the cheery reply. When Mr.
Duncan returned at night, weary from the long day’s work,
the servant was looking out for him, and seeing him afar
off, he ran to tell him the good news. Mr. Rudland had
come in from Shanghai that very day and their need was
met. “Of course,” was Mr. Duncan’s reply; “God said
“verily thou shalt be fed, and He is always to be
trusted.”

To-day Naunking is one of the great missionary centres
of China. The Methodist Episcopal and the Foreign
Christian Mission have both large hospitals and well-
equipped colleges in the city. The other missions, working
in the city and district, are too numerous to be mentioned
seriatim, but 1t may be asserted that, with the exception
of Shanghai and possibly Peking, there is no city in China
which has such a large body of missionaries or such
magnificent institutions. Mr. Duncan died at Torquay in
1872. He never saw the fruit of his labours. Like Paul
in Athens, his soul was stirred as he saw a great cultured
city wholly given to idolatry, and, without a home, without
a friend, he wandered daily from temple to temple, from
tea-shop to tea-shop, telling to all who would listen the
story of a Saviour’s love. Could he revisit the city now
how delighted he would be to see the progress that has
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been made! and yet, in very truth, we are to-day only at
the beginning of Christian work in Nanking.

The Rev. J. Hudson Taylor of the China Inland
Mission rented a house in Yangchow in 1868. From the
first there was considerable opposition to the missionaries.
The gentry and literati, with the connivance of the officials,
plotted to drive the foreigner out of their gates. It was
difficult to get up a riot, for the lower classes in Yangchow
are not turbulent, though they can be rude enough if they
think it safe to indulge the propensity. The missionaries
dressed in Chinese costume, and made every effort to
conciliate the prejudices of their heathen neighbours; it
was plain that they were the most inoffensive people
imaginable. =~ The gentry, sure of official approbation,
persisted, and the riot came off, happily with no fatal
results, though the lives of some of the ladies of the
Mission were doubtless shortened by the strain and
brutality of that fearful time. The whole affair was
manceuvred, both before and after the riot, in such
characteristic style, that if the name was altered the de-
scription of the outbreak and the settlement would apply to
many of the subsequent regrettable disturbances in China.

However, work in Yangchow has been continued from
that date to the present time. The China Inland Mission
Home for lady workers is in this city, and hundreds of lady
missionaries have received their first ineffaceable impressions
of Chinese life and missionary work during their residence
there.

Before 1868 the London Mission had commenced work
in Chinkiang. They regarded this city as an out-station
from Shanghai and had rented a chapel and stationed an
evangelist there to carry on the work. After the Yang-
chow riot the China Inland Mission secured premises in the
city. Chinkiang is now very adequately supplied with
missionaries and the accessories necessary for Mission work.
There is the China Inland Mission Hospital, the women’s
hospital and girls’ school of the Methodist Episcopal
Mission, also the large and well-organised men’s college
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of the same Mission. Besides these conspicuous buildings
there are, of course, the usual churches, chapels, and out-
stations of these and other Missions.

These are the principal centres of missionary work in the
province, but from these centres the work has gradually
spread to the neighbouring cities. Mention ought to be
made of the city of Tsingkiangpu, at the confluence of
the Grand Canal and the Hungtse Lake, and of Soochow, a
large prefectural city near the borders of Shantung. Both
of these are well-manned missionary stations.

The main lesson which this brief review emphasises is,
not that a great work has been accomplished, but that, in
the providence of God, we are on the threshold of a
success which has hitherto been only dreamed of in
Christian Missions in China.

Sixty years have elapsed since missionary work was
commenced in KiaNGsU, and since that date, as we have
seen, almost every strategic point in the province has been
seized on and is now to be the base of a farther advance.
Missionaries in the early days were men of an heroic faith, but
they necessarily lacked knowledge of China and experience
of the Chinese. To-day the missionaries are no less zealous
than of yore; they are also wise with the experience of
half a century, and in their ranks are not a few who are
reckoned cultured Chinese scholars even by the literati
of China.

The Christian literature which has been issued from
the printing presses set up in the province of KiaANGsU has
been of such dynamic force that it has rent asunder the
bands of the old conservatism which bound China hand
and foot. It also provides a spiritual food for those who
are born (regenerated) into the Church.

Schools, colleges, and hospitals have been established,
where leaders of the Church of God in China have been
and still are being educated ; but, above all, a Church has
been called out of heathenism, and it is to this agency rather
than to the foreign missionaries that we look for the future
evangelisation of Kiangsv.
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It is significant that a Chinese independent Church has
been formed in Shanghai. It is composed of Chinese
church members of all denominations, and aims at spreading
the Gospel without recourse to the aid of foreign govern-
ments or consuls. The Tao-tal of Shanghai has issued a
proclamation in favour of this body, and they have received
considerable financial help from their compatriots in America.
The officers of the Church are able and energetic men, and
though the formation of this Church has been viewed with
suspicion by some missionaries, who see in it a premature
attempt to throw off the restraint of foreign control, there
can be no doubt that it indicates the healthy vitality of
the native Church. The promoters of the new Church are
likely to make mistakes. They will be very unlike the
directors of all other religious organisations if they do not!
Nevertheless, the inception of the Chinese independent
Church marks the beginning of a new era in the history of
Missions in China, and is a significant forward step which
will have far-reaching consequences.

We therefore say thankfully, “What hath God wrought!”
and we look forward with hopefulness to the future, know-
ing that Jesus is with us “alway, even to the end of the
world.”



THE PROVINCE OF SHANTUNG

By Mr. C. F. Hoae.

SHANTUNG (“ East of the Hills,” as Shansi is “ West of the
Hills ) lies to the south-east of the metropolitan province,
Chihli, and to the north of Kiangsu; a part of Honan
divides these and completes the landward boundaries of the
province. SHANTUNG, as to a considerable portion of its
area, is a promontory, the northern coast of which is the
southern littoral of the Gulf of Chihli, or Pe-Chihli, as
it is sometimes called, the added syllable “ Pe” signifying
“ North.”

The area of SHANTUNG is stated at 53,762 square
miles (English), or nearly twice that of Ireland, and con-
siderably more than that of England. Its surface may
be described, roughly, as flat as to one half, and hilly as to
the other. The southern and eastern parts are hilly, and
in places mountainous; the remainder is a plain. The
rugged heights of the eastern extremity of the promontory
present a forbidding appearance from the sea, from which
the mountains, rich in granite, seem to rise sheer. Only
towards this extremity are natural harbours to be found.
Westward, north and south of the promontory, the shoal
water makes access to the land difficult for boats of any
burden. There are, however, a few places where native
junks find shelter, ships of tonnage not greatly differing
from those with which Columbus discovered America.
The principal, if not the only exceptions, are Chefoo,
where the Treaty of 1876 was signed by Sir Thomas Wade
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and Li Hung-chang; Weihaiwel, now in the occupation
of the British, on the north coast; and Kiaochow, now in
the hands of the Germans, on the south coast.

Since the year 1858 (1852 Hassenstein) the Yellow
River (Hoang-ho, pronounced Whang-ho) has found its way
to the sea through the north-western plain of SHANTUNG,
returning to the old course it had deserted for a more
southerly one fourteen hundred years before. The Yellow
River is probably unique among the great rivers of the
world, inasmuch as it is practically useless as a means of
communication. The suspended matter, brought down from
the loess plains of the north-west, which gives the stream
its name, is deposited in its lower reaches, and thus the bed
of the river has been gradually raised above the level of the
surrounding country. Enormous embankments have been
made to contain the immense volume of swiftly-flowing
water, but these very frequently break down under the
strain to which they are subjected in times of flood. The
waters devastate the country, and, receding, leave behind a
sandy silt that permanently deteriorates the soil. There
are not any other rivers of importance in the province, but
the Grand Canal, on its way from Canton to Peking, passes
through the same section as does the Yellow River. The
advent of the steamer and the lighthouse, by making coast
traffic more practicable and more safe than formerly, have
considerably reduced the importance of this artificial water-
way, which is by far the longest in the world.

In the west-central part of the province, near the city
of Taian Fu, to which it gives its name, stands Tai-shan
(Mount Tai), one of the five sacred peaks of China whither
the devout make pilgrimage.

The soil of SHANTUNG has been exhausted through
centuries of uninterrupted production without adequate
compensation. Enriching material is poor in quality and
insufficient in quantity; grazing is unknown, and the land
never lies fallow, but produces a minimum of three crops in
two years without intermission. The output consequently
falls far short of what might be attained under better
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management, and the quality of the food-stuffs is deficient
in nutritive power. Wheat, millet, maize, sorghum, sweet
potatoes, pea-nuts, hemp, indigo, and a variety of bean and
pea crops are regularly grown. Maize and sweet potatoes
are not indigenous, and though of recent introduction, are
already among the principal food products of the province.
Rice, of a variety not requiring water in great abundance,
is occasionally found, but the quantity is inconsiderable,
though the quality is esteemed by the natives. Fruit is
abundant, but from lack of cultivation—even the crudest
form of pruning is not practised—the quality is usually
poor. Apples, pears, apricots, peaches, nectarines, pluins,
cherries, grapes, and persimmons are plentiful.

Wood is not a feature of the landscape, though the
villages that nestle in the valleys or stud the plains are
usually surrounded by trees, spared for their shade. Willow,
dwarf oak, stunted pine, ash, mulberry, walnut, catalpa are
all to be found in one part or another of the province, but
wood for building purposes and for coffin-making are, for
the most part, imported from Manchuria.

Sericulture is an important allied industry. The worms
are fed in the west on the leaf of the mulberry, in the
east on that of the dwarf oak, the material made from the
product of the latter finding its way into the market as
pongee or Chefoo silk. The worm itself, after the cocoon
has been used, is esteemed as a delicacy. There is an
export trade in wheat straw braid also, but this, like all
export trade inm China involving anything except raw
material, is apparently declining.

The mineral resources of SHANTUNG are reputed to be
extensive. The Germans, who obtained mining rights
consequent upon their seizure of Kiaochow, have pushed
their railway westward from that port to Tsinan Fu, the
provincial capital, thus making accessible the coalfields of
the central section.

The 1mports of SHANTUNG are inconsiderable, and the
produce of the soil not being sufficient for the support of
its inhabitants, the balance is on the wrong side. The
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opening of a new source of wealth may redress the in-
equality to some extent. Ope of the greatest disabilities
under which China, as a nation, labours, is that a large
proportion of its population seldom get a meal sufficient in
quality and nutritive power. Philanthropy may do a little
to relieve the abnormal pressure consequent upon drought
and floods, but, obviously, external interference can do
nothing to meet a normal condition of insufficient aliment
extending over a great extent of country and involving an
enormous population. Dwellers on the coast supplement
the meagre harvest of the soil by the more precarious
harvest of the sea, but at high cost in human life. They
go far out on the deep in their open boats, and when, as
so often happens in the winter, the promise of the morning
18 belied by the sudden rise of a fierce north-western gale,
they are driven before its icy breath, and are either lost in
the open ocean or cast up on some neighbouring island,
dead, or frost-maimed in every limb.

The struggle with the elements has made the Shan-
tungese fishermen a hardy race of sailors, brave, patient,
cheerful, and self-reliant, characteristics which are shared in
some degree by their fellow-provincials, whose environment
1s not so well calculated to develop the more active physical
virtues, but who are, nevertheless, stalwart, well-built men,
steadfast, blunt, outspoken, persevering, not so easily roused
as the men of the southern provinces, nor so easily pacified,
but yet sharing other common characteristics of the race.
Mentally the Shantungese are hard-headed and incredulous
in their dealings with fellow-mortals, though they manifest
the opposite of these qualities in their relations with the
spirit world. They are more convinced idolaters than are
to be found in most of the provinces of China, if we may
judge from a certain readiness to argue in defence of the
popular deities.

Among sailors the most popular divinity is a goddess,
known as the “Holy Mother, Queen of Heaven,” to whom vows
are made and redeemed by those sailors or travellers who are
about to face or have just escaped the perils of the deep.
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In the cities and towns the Shantungese shows himself
a shrewd business man, for the Chinese have a good claim
to be known as a nation of shopkeepers. Markets are held
in most large villages at intervals of five days, and are so
arranged that salesmen can move from one to another
without loss of time. These afford opportunities for the
preacher of the Gospel also, for the men at least of the
swrrounding district attend these markets very frequently,
and when work is slack in the fields the number present
1s often very large.

The Chinese divide men into four classes, according to
their occupation—the literatus, the agriculturist, the
artisan, and the merchant; and the order is ideal—the
thinker, the producer, the worker, and the distributor.
There are few families, however, that are not more or less
interested in the land. In late May and early October
the schools are closed, the streets and shops deserted ; the
workman leaves his bench, the fisherman his nets, and the
scholar his books, that all may help to gather from the
fields the precious harvest which is to keep the wolf of
hunger from the door for another year.

Thou providest them with corn . . .

Thou crownest the year with Thy goodness.
PsaLm Ixv.

He left not Himself without witness .

Filling your hearts with food and gladness.
Acrs xiv.

The population of SHANTUNG varies in density, and the
presence of so many hills and mountains lowers the average
of inhabitants to the square mile. By actual count, in a
district in the west of the province, not including any city
in its area, as many as 1300 people were found to the
square mile. In the neighbourhood of Weihaiwei, in
the east, the British surveying party estimated a popula-
tion of 500 to the square mile; throughout the province
generally, the average population per square mile is given
as 557.

SHANTUNG has contributed to China the best-known

H



98 THE CHINESE EMPIRE

names on her long roll of famous men, viz. Confucius and
Mencius. These are the Latinised forms of the Chinese
K'ung-fu-tz and Meng-fu-tz. K’ung and Meng are sur-
names in everyday use. Fu-tz 1s master. Confucius
alone is the Sage, Mencius is recognised as of secondary
rank, though Western students of philosophy seem inclined
to reverse the native verdict. In 551-479 B.c., the era
of Confucius, China was a conglomerate of feudal states
owning allegiance, as actual as is usual under such circum-
stances, to the house of Chou. What is known of the
teaching of the Sage has come to us in the form of table-
talk, gathered up and put on record by the band of young
men who followed him about from place to place receiving
his doctrine. It is worthy of note, surely, that the classic
literature of China is absolutely devoid of anything offensive
to good taste. Its morality is of a high, if artificial, order,
and what the Chinese are is in spite, not in consequence of,
the teachings of antiquity. Confucius did not write books;
the only writings with which he is credited are the Annals
of Lu, his native state. He died, after a life full of
vicissitudes, at the age of seventy-three. His lineal de-
scendants are Dukes till the present day. Mencius (372-
289 B.C.) was also a native of the ancient state of Lu, and
he, like Confucius, was dead some hundreds of years before
posterity admitted them to the honourable places they now
hold in the national esteem.

Missionary Operations.— SHANTUNG was early visited
(1851-53) by Carl F. Gutzlaff, in the course of his
extended coasting tours, undertaken in a native junk,
for the purpose of distributing the Scriptures. In 1860
Mr. Holmes of the American Southern Baptist Mission
settled in Chefoo with his family, a colleague, Mr. J. B.
Hartwell, settling in Tengchow the following year. In
1861 Chefoo was threatened by one of the hosts of
marauders called into existence by the success of the
Taipings. Mr. Holmes, with Mr. Parker of the American
Episcopal Mission, volunteered to intercede with the rebels,
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supposing them to be Taipings, and while engaged on this
errand of mercy both were murdered. In the same year
missionaries of the American Presbyterian Mission (North)
began work in Tengchow, and in 1862 they established
themselves in Chefoo. In 1866 the English Methodist
New Connexion missionaries, reaching out from Tientsin,
opened a station about 15 miles from Laoling, a depart-
mental city in the north-west of the province. In 1873
the American Presbyterian Mission (North) began work in
the provincial capital, Tsinan Fu, 300 miles south-west of
Chefoo, and in 1874 the American Methodist Episcopal
Mission rented premises in Talian Fu. The remaining
stations of the American Presbyterian Mission were opened
as follows :—Weihsien in 1882, Yichow Fu in 1891, Tsi-
ning Chow in 1892, and Kiaochow, after its occupation
by the Germans, in 1898. The English Baptist Mission
began work in Chefoo in the early ’sixties. In 1874 they
removed to Tsingchow Fu, the ancestral home of the
Emperors of the Ming dynasty, and in 1888 they
added Chowping to the number of missionary centres in
SHANTUNG.

A unique feature of the work in Tsingchow Fu was
the Museum, formed there by Mr. Whitewright. The
contents and the building containing them would have
reflected credit on any town of similar size in this country.
This museum proved a great attraction, and many who
came to satisfy curiosity heard within its walls the word
of the truth of the Gospel. The Boxer outbreak of 1900,
however, brought to destruction the result of the patient,
painstaking labour of many years. Other Missions at
work in SHANTUNG are the American Board of Com-
missioners for Foreign Missions (1880), and the Gospel
Baptist Mission (U.S.A. 1892). To these should be added
the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel, which com-
menced its work in SHANTUNG in 1874. Eastward of Chefoo
some unconnected workers are located in three stations—
Weihaiwei, Shihtau, and Wenteng.

China Inland Mission.—Foreseeing the need of a place
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where, under approximately healthy conditions, members of
the C.ILM. might recuperate, Mr. Hudson Taylor established
a sanatorium in Chefoo in 1879, an institution which has
grown with the Mission and has proved an inestimable
boon to many who suffered in health under the conditions
inevitable in Inland China. Schools for the children of
missionaries soon became a pressing need, and to meet this
the late Mr. W. L. Elliston began to teach in a room in the
mission house beside the sanatorium. This work also has
grown, and as, under certain conditions, the schools are open
to children of parents other than missionaries, the Chefoo
schools are now an important factor in European life in
China. In recent years two commodious buildings have
been erected, fulfilling modern scholastic conditions, for
the accommodation of 180 boarders—100 boys and 80
girls—and another building, formerly used as a hotel, has
been purchased and modified to meet the requirements of
a mixed preparatory school for younger children.

The China Inland Mission also carries on medical
mission work in Chefoo in two hospitals, one in the
mission compound, the other, the Lily Douthwaite Memorial
Hospital, primarily intended for the isolation of fever cases,
built at a little distance. At Ninghai Chow, 18 miles to
the south-east, Mission work, evangelistic and industrial, has
been carried on by the China Inland Mission since 1886.

It was in SHANTUNG that the Boxer movement was
first turned against the foreigners in China, under the
direction and fostering care of the notorious Yii-hsien,
since executed by Imperial command not far from the
door of the China Inland Mission House in Lanchow,
Kansu province.

The name of a SHANTUNG missionary, the Rev. S. P.
Brook of the S.P.G., heads the long, sad list of those to
whom it was granted to suffer the loss of life for Christ’s
sake and the Gospel during the terrible Boxer uprising.



THE PROVINCE OF CHIHLI

By the Rev. THOMAS BRYsoN, London Missionary Society.

CHIHLI, as the name “ Direct Rule” implies, is the seat of
the supreme government of the Empire, and therefore the
most important of all the provinces of China. Some
foreign maps (see Encyclopedia Britannica) erroneously
limit its northern boundary by the Great Wall. That
monumental landmark really divides the province into
two nearly equal parts, the northern portion being occupied
by a thinly scattered Mongol population, under the juris-
diction of Mongol princes, but subject also to the authority
of Chinese officials who reside in the towns beyond the
Great Wall.

The province is bounded on the north by the Hsilamulun
river, a tributary of the Liao ho, and Inner Mongolia; on
the west by Shansi; on the south-west by Honan; on the
south-east by Shantung; and on the west by the Gulf of
Pechihli and the Manchurian province of Shengking.

Confining our attention to the part south of the Great
Wall, we notice the prevailing physical feature of the
province is its Dutch-like dead level, subject to inundation
in the wet season and from frequent bursting of the river
embankments. The delta on the east is the flattest portion
of that vast plain which, beginning near the capital, stretches
southward for 700 miles through Honan to the Yangtse
valley. The late Rev. Jonathan Lees has for ever described
the sensations of the traveller who takes his first “ Winter’s
Ride through Chihli.”
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It were best to leave behind

All hopes of an @sthetic kind,

Eye, ear, or nose small joy will find
Upon the plain of Chihli.

Look not for lake or rippling rill,

Or giant tree, or wood-crowned hill,

Or sweet wild-flower, or aught to thrill
Your artist sense in Chihli.

As a set-off, however, to this depressing flatness of the
land, the climate may fairly claim to be the most invigor-
ating and healthiest in China. The summer months are
hot, the winters often intensely cold, with a cloudless sky
almost all the year round.

For administrative purposes the province is divided,
according to Consul Playfair’s The Cities and Towns of China,
into 11 prefectures, 3 sub-prefectures, 6 independent de-
partments, 17 departments, and 124 districts. Of these
beyond the Great Wall there are 1 “fu” or prefecture,
1 “ting” or sub-prefecture, 1 department or “chow,” and
3 districts or “ hsiens.”

The principal cities are Peking, Paotingfu, Tientsin,
Jehho, Tungchow, Chentingfu, Shanhaikwan, and Hochien.
For nearly one thousand years, through varying fortunes
with each change of dynasty, Peking has been the metropolis
of the Empire. Paotingfu is the capital of the province,
and, before treaties with foreign powers existed, was the
residence of the Governor-General. During Li Hung-chang’s
viceroyalty, for convenience of intercourse with consuls
and diplomatists, the yamen was transferred to Tientsin.
Paotingfu witnessed the murder of several American and
English missionaries during the Boxer year, and for this
crime was visited by the allied troops, and severe punish-
ment inflicted upon its responsible officials.

Tientsin, memorable as the place where Lord Elgin
signed the Treaty of 1858, where the massacre of 1870
took place, and which shared with Peking the siege and
bombardment of 1900, stands next to Shanghai in the
volume of its trade and the extent of its foreign population.
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Five miles of frontage on the right and left banks of the
Peiho river are owned and governed by foreign powers. As
a result of the Treaty of 1860, the British and French had
concessions allotted to them. The Japanese, after the war
of 1895, acquired the same right; and now, since 1900,
there are in addition concessions belonging to Germany,
Russia, Austria, and Belgium. Jehho or Jehol lies outside
the Great Wall, and is chiefly interesting to foreigners be-
cause Lord Macartney’s embassy of 1793 was there received
in audience by the Emperor Kien-lung; and to Jehho the
Emperor Hien-fung fled before the advance of the Allies
on Peking in 1860. Tungchow lies 12 miles east of
Peking, and is now connected with the capital by a branch
line of railway. Its former glory has departed. The
imperial grain fleets which crowded the river and unloaded
their harvest of tribute rice from the southern provinces
at this northern terminus of the Grand Canal arrive here
no more. Coasting steamships and railways have displaced
the old junk traffic. The granaries of Tungchow are empty
—its importance now is as an educational centre. Here
are the splendid group of college buildings and professors’
residences which constitute the North China Union College
of the American Board Mission, with the Rev. Dr. Sheffield
as Principal. Chengtingfu on the Chinghan railway, the
residence of a Roman Catholic bishop, held its gates closed
against the Boxer rebels, and sheltered within its walls a
few Protestant missionaries who would otherwise have been
massacred in 1900.

Shanhaikwan, a strongly fortified town at the eastern
extremity of the Great Wall, has been occupied by detach-
ments of foreign troops since the Boxer year, and has also
a small European community of railway employés.

Hochien Fu was the scene of the recent military
manceuvres of the Northern Army under H.E. Yiian
Shih-kai, which so greatly impressed the foreign attachés
and newspaper correspondents who were invited to
witness it.

The population of the province is stated as nearly
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twenty-one millions. Peking and Tientsin are supposed to
contain a population of about one million each.

Under the enlightened rule of powerful viceroys such
as HE. Li Hung-chang and the present H.E. Yiian
Shih-kai, Chihli has been foremost in the adoption of
Western ideas and industries. The first mining enterprise
conducted with foreign machinery was started at Tang-
shan ; and the Kaiping collieries are to-day the largest in
China. From the pit-head to Hsu Kochuang, a distance
of 7 miles, the first lire of railway was laid. From Hsu
Kochuang to Lutai the first canal on European principles
was constructed, and at Tangshan the first locomotive was
built. No longer is the Lutai canal needed for its original
purpose, to carry coal to the river, for the railway has been
extended to Tientsin and Peking in one direction, and to
Shanhaikwan and Newchwang on the other. Gold mining
has been tried, but with less satisfactory results.

To these industrial enterprises have to be added various
educational reforms dating from the establishment in 1861
of the famous Tungwen College, under the patronage of the
Government and the presidency of Dr. Martin, down to
the great revival of learning, mainly under Japanese
guidance and teaching, since the close of the Russo-
Japanese War. The old order of education has changed.
The old system of examinations has been abolished. New
schools are being everywhere established ; and we may soon
see a law passed enacting compulsory education.

For lack of sufficient Board School accommodation, the
old temples, cleared of their idols, are being freely used.
Attention is also being paid to Industrial and Technical
Schools, Girls’ Schools, Normal and Medical Colleges, Prison
Reformatories, and Sanitary Science. Of newspapers, there
are in Tientsin alone seven dailies published, and the
Public Lecture Halls have been opened in the city to
spread the modern ideas among the adult population. A
great wave of patriotism is spreading through all ranks of
the people. The spirit of independence and emulation is
abroad ; and the electric tramway now running on broad
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macadamised roadways where once the walls of Tientsin
stood, may be taken as an index and sign of the movement
in all departments of the life, governmental, industrial, and
educational, of this metropolitan province.

Christianity, in the form of Roman -Catholicism, was
introduced into CHIHLI towards the end of the thirteenth
century. The province is divided into three Vicariates;
the north and west under the jurisdiction of the Lazarists,
and the south or south-east in charge of the Jesuits. The
number of their converts cannot be less than 200,000.

The Greek Church has been in Peking for more than two
hundred years. It had its origin in the border wars between
Russia and China in the time of the great Kang-hsi. A
colony of Christian Tartars from the fort Albasin on the
Amoor river were carried captive in 1685. This was used
by Russia to establish an ecclesiastical mission in the
capital, with an Archimandrite at its head. The Mission
has never been aggressive in seeking to make Chinese
proselytes.

Among the large group of Protestant missionaries
gathered at Shanghai in 1859 and 1860, waiting eagerly
for the opening of new ports on the northern coast and
along the Yangtse valley, were Drs. Blodget, Burdon,
Lockhart, Edkins, John, and Messrs. Innocent and Hall.
With the exception of Dr. John, who in the providence
of God followed the “pillar of cloud” to Hankow, all the
others here mentioned became pioneers in the province of
Curnil.  Dr. Blodget of the American Board Mission began
preaching in the streets of Tientsin in 1860. The Rev. J.
Innocent of the Methodist New Connexion Mission (English
Methodists) settled there in 1861, and was closely followed
by Dr. Edkins of the London Mission.

Dr. Lockhart had the honour of being the first Protestant
missionary to reside within the walls of Peking. He rented
a house next to the British Legation, and immediately
opened a dispensary. The Society’s report for 1862,
referring to this event, says: “ We indulge the sanguine
expectation that the introduction of Christianity to the
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inhabitants of Peking, in connection with the exercise of
benevolence to the afflicted, will tend to conciliate their
regard for foreigners.” How wonderfully this expectation
has been fulfilled was witnessed in the opening of the
Union Medical College on February 13, 1906. Every one
has heard of the contribution of Taels 10,000 by the
Empress Dowager to the building of this institution.
H.E. Na-tung, a member of the Inner Council, was specially
deputed to represent the Empress on the occasion of the
ceremonial opening of the College, and he was accompanied
by a brilliant assembly of the highest dignitaries of the
Court, by members of the various Legations, Sir Robert Hart,
and other residents in the capital. H.B.M. Minister, Sir
Ernest Satow, and Sir Robert Hart, both of whom were
personally acquainted with the late Dr. Lockhart, paid a
high tribute to the character and labours of the pioneer
missionary to Peking, and first ' English Medical Missionary
to China; and called attention to the fact that his memory
was being fittingly perpetuated - by the golden letters
inscribed on the central gable of the building, “The
Lockhart Medical College.”

The American Board Mission, commenced by Dr. Blodget,
18 now strongly represented in five centres of foreign occu-
pation. These are, in their chronological order : Tientsin,
1860 ; Peking, 1864 ; Kalgan, 1865 ; Tungchow, 1867 ;
and Paotingfu, 1873. Large country districts are vigorously
worked from these head stations. The foreign staff in-
cludes 14 orduined missionaries, 3 physicians, 8 single
ladies, 3 ordained native pastors, over 50 unordained
preachers, nearly as many teachers, and about 40 Bible
women and female teachers. Communicants in 1904 were
1822. The well-equipped college and seminary at Tungchow
are the educational headquarters of this Mission.

The English Methodist New Connexion Mission occupies
a most extensive field in the north-east corner of the
province, following the line of railway towards Shanhaikwan.

! Dr. Peter Parker was the first: see p. 15, and The Medical Missionary
tn China, by Dr. Lockhart, pp. 121-122.
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Their training school for preachers is in Tientsin. Work
was begun in Tientsin, 1861; in Tangshan, 1884. The
Yungping circuit was formed in 1902, and the Wutingfu
circuit in 1904. The staff consists of 3 ordained mission-
aries, 3 doctors, 28 native pastors and evangelists, as many
local preachers, 8 school teachers, and 8 female helpers.
Their communicants number about 1000 in CHIHLI.

The London Missionary Society’s stations are: Tientsin,
1861 ; Peking, 1861 ; Chichow, 1888 ; Weichen, 1894
and Tsangchow, 1895. The country lying between Peking
and Tientsin has been worked for many years by a
foreign missionary residing at Tungan. The Chichow
and Tsangchow fields were originally out-stations of
Tientsin. Weichen was begun by the Rev. A. H. Bridge,
an independent missionary, but was joined to the London
Missionary Society on his becoming a member of that
Mission in 1899. Yenshan was the headquarters of the
Tsangchow field till the transference of the foreign mission-
aries to the latter city on the Grand Canal in 1895.
Work among the Mongols was carried on by the lamented
James Gilmour, who during the later years of his life
made his home in Chaoyang. That station, soon after
Gilmour’s death, was handed over to the Irish Presbyterian
Mission. Besides the distinguished place which the medical
branch has occupied in the evangelical operations of this
Society, as seen in the lives of Lockhart, Mackenzie, and
Roberts, mention should be made of the Anglo-Chinese
College in Tientsin, under Dr. S. Lavington Hart and a
staff of foreign and native teachers, which has now over
250 pupils. An Anglo-Chinese Church of over forty
members meets every Sunday in the College chapel.

The latest statistics of the London Missionary Society
for CuiHLI are reported thus:—Missionaries—men, 18 ;
women, b ; native preachers, 48; teachers, 32; Bible
women and female teachers, 21; church members, 1998.

The Church Missionary Society maintained a staff in
Peking for many years, the work having been commenced
in 1861 by the Rev. J. S. Burdon (afterwards Bishop of
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Hongkong), who acted as chaplain to the British Legation.
The present diocese was formed in 1880 wunder Bishop
Scott of the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel, and
the Church Missionary Society withdrew from North China
in favour of that Society. The staff in 1905 consisted of
the bishop and 5 clergy, 2 of whom only are engaged in
native work; 1 doctor and 5 ladies. They employ 6 native
preachers, and their communicants are 211.

The first representative of the American Presbyterian
Mission in Peking was the Rev. Dr. Martin, who arrived in
1863. The Rev. D. C. M‘Coy and Rev. J. L. Whiting,
who had come to China as agents of the American Board
Mission, connected themselves with the Presbyterians at
Peking about 1870. Dr. Wherry arrived about the same
time, and still represents, along with able junior colleagues,
this Mission in the capital. A new station was opened at
Paotingfu in 1893 under the leadership of the devoted
missionary Dr. J. W. Lowrie, who acted for a time as
Interpreter to the German Military Commander at Paotingfu
in 1900. A vigorous evangelistic campaign has been
carried on in all the large towns surrounding the capital
of the province, and many out-stations have been opened
and occupied. The Presbyterians have provided at Peking
the buildings and equipment of a Theological College in con-
nection with the Union Educational Scheme. The latest
statistics are:— Foreign workers (including wives), 35;
native pastor, 1; other helpers, male and female, 50;
church members, 380.

The Methodist Episcopal Mission of the U.S.A. was
commenced in Peking by the present senior missionary,
Dr. Hiram H. Lowry, in 1870. True to their itinerating
system and to Wesley’s motto, “ The field is the world,” the
agents of this Society have spread themselves over an
immense area of the province of CHuiHLl. They may be
found posted at the far eastern limit of the Great Wall,
Shanhaikwan, and in regions beyond it. Tsunhua, an
important town midway between Peking and Shanhaikwan,
was formerly one of their prominent stations, but has not
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been reoccupied by foreign missionaries since the Boxer
troubles, Changli, a town to the east of Tsunhua, on the
line of railway, taking its place. To the north-east of the
capital, as far as the Pass of Kupeikow, and to the north-
west in the direction of the proposed railway to Kalgan, the
Mission has many out-stations; while southward to the
borders of Shantung they are to be found cultivating a
wide field. Peking, with its University, is the educational
headquarters of the Mission. Statistics for 1904 give:
Missionaries—men, 15; women, 12; ordained preachers,
10 ; other preachers and helpers, 68 ; teachers, 33 ; female
teachers and Bible women, 16; communicants, 2871.
The province is divided into 5 circuits, having in all 45
separate stations, viz. Peking, 14 ; Tientsin, 8 ; Tsunhua, 8;
Lanchow, 7 ; and Shanhaikwan, 8.

The China Inland Mission, acting on their principle of
preaching Christ as far as possible in regions where His
name is unknown, have left CHIHLI largely to be occupied
by other and older societies. They have a most important
agency at Tientsin, which transacts all the business of its
missionaries in the interior of CHIHLI, Shansi, and Shensi.
Tientsin was occupied in 1887, Hwailuh in 1887, Shun-
tehfu in 1888. Subsequent to the Boxer outbreak, during
which time the members of this Mission suffered greatly,
especially those at Hwailuh, the work has been more
encouraging.

The South Chihli Mission was begun by the Rev. Horace
W. Houlding at Tamingfu in 1896. It is a Society
mainly supported by friends in California and the western
states of America. Within a few years extensive mission-
ary journeys have been undertaken and many towns
occupied. Tzuchow was opened in 1903; Weihsien, 1903;
Linmingkwan, 1904 ; Kaichow, 1905 ; Kuanpingfu, 1905 ;
Kuanpinghsien, 1905. The number of missionaries is 28
(including wives); church members, 330.

Besides Chaoyang, in the hands of the Irish Presby-
terians, the only other town occupied by foreign mission-
aries beyond the Great Wall is Pakow, or Pingchiianchow.
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The Brethren have been here for some years, and have
itinerated in the regions around. They have also recently
entered and occupied Jehho.

The International Committee of the Y.M.C.A., whose
headquarters are New York, sent out one of the College
Secretaries in 1895 to North China. Premises were
erected in Tientsin near the then University, and work
was begun among the students of that institution. Since
the Boxer year, when the University buildings were seized
and confiscated by the German military authorities, the
Y.M.C.A. has moved into the French Settlement, and has
opened another centre within the native city. Work is
carried on mainly on educational lines by means of day
schools, evening classes, science lectures, and Bible Institute
meetings, while a prominent place is given to athletic
sports and recreation. Recently an Association has been
formed in Peking, and the staff at present numbers six.

The three Bible Societies, British, Scotch, and American,
all have agents stationed in Tientsin, and cover the province
with a large corps of colporteurs. The Rev. W. H. Murray
began his labours as an agent of the National Bible Society
of Scotland, but is now best known as the founder of the
Mission to the Blind, and the inventor of an ingenious
system by which not only the blind but illiterate seeing
Chinese may learn their own language in a comparatively
short time. The highest praise that can be given to
Mr. Murray is the fact that the Chinese have practically
adopted and modified his system; that a newspaper is
being issued in Peking printed in shorthand type, and that
it is being recommended for use elsewhere by responsible
officials.

Bible translation has occupied a considerable portion of
the time of missionaries at the capital. The present standard
Mandarin version of the New Testament, known as the
Peking version, was prepared by a committee consisting
of Drs. Blodget, Burdon, Martin, Schereschewsky, and
Edkins. Among the revisers of the Union versions in
Mandarin and Wen-li are found the names of Sheffield,
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Wherry, Goodrich, and Owen of Peking. With regard to
other Christian literature, we can only in a word refer to the
work of the North China Tract Society, and to the fact that
the Rev. William Burns spent the years 1864-67 in the
capital, where he made and published his most popular
translations of The Peep of Day and The Pilgrim’s Progress.

Two great movements in favour of Union and Federa-
tion among the churches of North China and throughout
the Empire have been inaugurated in Peking since 1900,
and have already achieved some important results. The
Educational Union, on its medical side, has members of ten
different missions in North China on its faculty or as
lecturers on special subjects. On its literary and theo-
logical side, the Union embraces at present two American
and one English Society. In furtherance of this scheme,
the London Mission has already given one man to Tungchow,
transferring him from Peking, and the American Board has
transferred Dr. Goodrich from Tungchow to the Presby-
terian Mission as Principal of the Union Theological
College, Peking.

Conferences on Federation, at which a wonderful spirit
of unanimity and brotherhood prevailed, have been held at
Peitaiho and Peking. One very practical outcome of these
is that, whereas the North China Tract Society previously
issued its publications in three sets of terms for the name
of Gop and HoLy SPrIRIT, thus entailing great waste and
expense, now by a compromise in which all parties were
agreed, only one set of terms is employed. An endeavour
is being made to induce all missionaries throughout China
and the Bible Societies to use hereafter only this set of
terms. The Conference also suggested that one name be
adopted to designate the Protestant Church, and one
common name be given to all churches and chapels of
every denomination. They further advocated the prepara-
tion of a common hymn-book for all China, and have
already added to Union hymn-Dbooks elsewhere a small
collection for use of the churches in North China, They
aim also at the formation of Representative Councils in four
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or five great divisions of the Empire, on which the native
church will be adequately represented, to take into considera-
tion questions affecting the common interests of all, and
looking towards the creation of one Protestant Church
for China.

Another movement of a similar nature was started by
the Rev. E. G. Tewksbury at the summer resort of Peitaiho
in 1903. Each year since then a “ Northfield ” Convention
of native workers has met by the sea for a season of spiritual
communion, Bible study, and physical recreation. The
attendance has steadily increased, till last year there were
present 115 from August 16 to 27.

I cannot conclude this paper better than by quoting
the words of the late Rev. Jonathan Lees from China’s
Mllions of April 1902. They describe a conference held
at Peitaiho in 1899, and may fitly be applied to all the
subsequent conferences held there and at Peking. “ Those
who were privileged to be at the last large Conference at
Peitaiho must have been struck with the strength, unity of
purpose, breadth and variety of plans and modes of labour,
and the spirit of hopefulness and faith which characterised
it. I remember thinking how worthily that gathering
represented the latest, and, if one may so speak, the most
expert forms of Christian Evangelism ; and how wonderfully
God was welding the Churches of many lands into one for
the triumphant conflict with evil. Here were preachers and
physicians ; translators and educationalists ; special workers
among the literati, officials, the young and the blind;
theological professors; while men who regularly visited
village churches might be counted by the score. ~And then
one remembered that the 300 less or more gathered thus
in the hall by the sea, built at their own cost simply for
such purposes as this Mission Council, were but the trained
foreign officers of an already not inconsiderable native army
of Soldiers of the Cross, many of whom had themselves
become leaders in the strife with ignorance, superstition,
and sin. For every one there had ‘chosen and faithful’
followers who were his joy and strength in far-off cities
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and in quiet country villages. It really seemed no vain
dream to imagine that in less than another forty years the
metropolitan province of CHIHLI might be won for Christ
by the might of God’s Spirit working in and through His
consecrated people.”

To summarise the statistics given above, there are in
CH1iHLI 250 foreign workers, including 103 male and 50
female missionaries, 17 male and 9 female doctors, and 71
wives of missionaries. To the 250 foreign have to be
added about double that number of native workers. The
total number of converts is between nine and ten thousand.



THE PROVINCE OF HUPEH

By the Rev. ArNoLD FosTER, B.A., London Missionary Society.

THE province of HUPEH (North of the Lake) and its adjoin-
ing province, Hunan (South of the Lake), formerly con-
stituted a single province called Hukuang (Lake Expanse).
Under that name or under the name of Lianghu (Two Lake
provinces) they still form a single viceregal jurisdiction,
each having, however, its own provincial capital and its
own provincial administration. The lake, or “hu” (pro-
nounced who), from which they both derive their names, is
the Tungting hu—the largest lake in China, having a shore
line of over 200 miles.

The northern province, which is the subject of the
present article, is said to have an area of about 70,000
English square miles. Thus it is considerably larger than
England and Wales put together, about twice the size of
Portugal, or more than six times the size of Belgium. Its
population is said to number about thirty-five millions, but
all statistics relating to the population of China, or any part
of it, require to be taken with a great deal of reserve, as there
i8 no really satisfactory way of computing the actual numbers
of the people with any approach to accuracy. In HUPEH,
as in other parts of China, the population is very unevenly
distributed. = Not to speak of great towns and cities
where a large number of people are contained in a very
limited area, some country districts are thickly populated,
owing to the land being fertile and both well watered and
well drained, while other districts often suffer from liabilities

114
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either to drought or to inundations. In these low-lying
localities the population is very sparse.

The country people show differences of temperament in
different parts of the province, and in the south especially
there are considerable variations in dialect. Everywhere
there are signs of great poverty amongst the peasantry, and
in times of unusual scarcity, through failure of crops, the
distress is liable to be very great. In some places where
the opium habit is specially common, the poverty is seen
in its most intense form, and a general air of dilapidation
and decay characterises whole communities and even the
houses the people occupy.

It will be my endeavour in this article to give, 1st, a
picture of the conditions under which missionaries are to-day
working in HUPEH ; 2nd, the best idea I can of the general
character of missionary life and aim ; 3rd, a list showing the
Societies represented in this province and the dates at which
they commenced their work.

1. The Conditions amongst which we are working.—If 1
here enlarge chiefly on life in Wuchang and Hankow this
is because—(1) the characteristics and the needs of the
Chinese as seen at this busy centre represent inclusively
most of the features of Chinese life that are to be met with
separately in particular districts of the province; (2) there
are influences at work here—not fully observable as yet
in the interior of the province—that are gradually making
the China of to-day a totally different place from what it
was twenty-five or thirty years ago. Slowly but surely
these influences are diffusing themselves all around, modify-
ing all the thoughts, reasonings, and practices of the people.
A single illustration will show what I mean. Within the
past two or three years we have seen in Wuchang idols thrown
out into the street or into the river, as temples were being
cleared of priests and of all the emblems of worship, to make
room for public schools. The movement is not a religious
but a purely materialistic one. The leaders of it, stimulated
by the example of Japan in adopting Western methods of
teaching, are seized with the idea that education is the one
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thing needed to make China great. = They regard religion,
whether Buddhism, Christianity, or any other, as an
unpractical superstition. Idolatry may linger for a time
in the country, but under new influences its power in the
city has already been largely broken. The worship of
Confucius remains for the present in the schools, but it is
purely the worship of a great memory. It has in it no
element of faith in an overruling providence, of confession
of sin, or of prayer for forgiveness.

Let us look then at the picture presented to the eye of
any observant person who to-day visits Wuchang and
Hankow. Close to the second of these two great cities,
which stand almost opposite to one another on the southern
and northern banks of the Yangtse respectively, lies the
smaller city of Hanyang, separated from Hankow by the
river Han, which at this point empties itself into the
Yangtse. In point of population, Wuchang is probably
only a third or a fourth of the size of Hankow. In
political importance it takes the precedence, being the
capital of the province and the seat of Government of the
Viceroy, Chang Chih-tung. Here, in addition to the high
provincial mandarins, and the mandarins responsible for the
government of the city and of the whole prefecture, there
are to be found hundreds of expectant mandarins awaiting
appointments which have to be filled up as various official
positions become vacant in all parts of the province. If
in some ways the official atmosphere of such a place
is unfavourable to Christian work, in other ways it
presents unique opportunities, especially for the medical
missionary (whether male or female), or for the zenana lady
missionary, to gain access to the households of men of
great influence who naturally regard missionary work with
something of supercilious indifference or contempt. Again
and again I have had occasion to thank God for the entrance
of my medical colleagues into the houses of the highest
officials in the city, and for the object-lesson that they
have been able to give of Christian sympathy, love, and
gelf-sacrifice, over and above any mere physical relief they
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On the left, where the junks are moored, is Hanyang; on the right, Hankow. Wuchang lies, as it were, behind the spectator. At Hankow.
the sea, the water-traffic is enormous. In 1904, 1417 steamers with a tonnage of 1,546,414 tons reached this port, and native crafts are innumerable. Hankow t
fair to become the Chicago of the East. The population of this centre is over one million, and Hankow is the centre for the trade, not merely of a province,
almost of an Empire. To face page 116.
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may have brought to their patients. Now a new class of
opportunity is presenting itself to us in connection with the
movement in the direction of Western education. Two
Mission High Schools for boys and young men situated in
different parts of the city, accommodating together about
two hundred and fifty students, are offering an education
on entirely Christian lines, so much superior both in point
of educational efficiency and of moral influence to that
offered in the Government schools, that well-to-do Chinese
parents will gladly pay what must seem to them a high
fee to get their sons into the Christian school, rather
than send them to the non-Christian free school. In the
matter of female education the Chinese till recently have
done nothing to open girls’ schools in Wuchang, as else-
where Missions have for many years had day schools for
girls, and we have now two prosperous boarding-schools
each accommodating fifty or sixty pupils. Another great
opportunity is now offering itself in Wuchang from the
fact that Normal and other colleges have recently been
opened here by the Government, and in these institutions
thousands of young men are being trained who will here-
after go out into all parts of the province as teachers of
elementary and other schools. To bring these young men
now into touch with Christian thought, Christian ideals,
and, above all, with the Christian life, must mightly affect
the character of their future influence, both as teachers and
as men, amongst their countrymen. For such work, on
such a scale, Wuchang offers unrivalled opportunities among
all the cities of HuPEH.

From Wuchang, with its distinguishing characteristics
as a factor in the life of HuPrEH, we turn to Hankow.
Here is the great centre of gravity for the trade, not merely
of a province, but almost of an empire. Here, too, is the
great meeting-place for all Central China of the East
with the West. Here thousands of shopkeepers and their
assistants, as well as workmen of all descriptions, gather,
drawn from all quarters by the prospect of better profits
or larger wages than they could hope to make at home.
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Hankow was first opened to foreign trade in 1861.
At that time it was suffering greatly, as other cities in the
neighbourhood were, from the effects of the Taiping Rebellion,
and a large portion of the Chinese city was in ruins, while
multitudes of the people had fled for safety to less disturbed
districts. Since then, however, it has more than recovered
1ts former prosperity, and the trade and population have
both increased by leaps and bounds. At no period of its
history has the development been more rapid or extensive
than during the past eight years, <.e. from 1898 to 1906,
and the progress is becoming more and more remarkable
every year, as a few facts will show.

(1) The Returns of Trade issued by the Imperial Customs
give the number of steamers entering the port in 1884
at 469, representing a tonnage of 444,895 tons. The
corresponding figures in 1904 were 1417 steamers, with a
tonnage of 1,546,414 tons.

(2) The opening of the railway from Hankow to Peking,
which took place recently, must prove a factor of great
importance in the future relations of Central China with
the rest of the Empire. At no very distant date this line
will be extended southwards from Wuchang to Canton.
We shall then have two great streams of traffic at this
point intersecting one another, the waterway of the
Yangtse bringing produce and people down from Szechwan
and the west to the coast, and taking back the imports
and produce of the coast provinces, as well as numberless
travellers to the far interior ; while the great trunk railway
from Canton to Peking will convey an enormous traffic
between these cities and all intermediate places.

(3) The great development of machinery in the heart
of HuPEH during the past twenty years—ironworks, mints,
factories of various kinds, not to mention the multiplication
of small steamers carrying thousands of passengers daily,
in a few hours, to places that hitherto it took days to reach
—1is another feature of the present situation.

(4) To notice one more item of material progress,
since 1896 an entirely new system of postal communication
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has been developed in connection with the Imperial Customs.
Not only is it superseding the old Chinese methods of
forwarding letters, it is also rapidly developing the habit of
letter-writing among the Chinese to an extent entirely
unknown before. In 1901 there were but six post-offices
open in HUPEH ; in March 1906 there were 100. In 1903
the Hankow post-office handled something under three
million articles; in 1905 it handled considerably over six
millions., Bishop Westcott says: “ No one who has looked
patiently and reverently upon life will be inclined to
underrate the influences upon a man’s nature . . . of
education and of material circumstances. ~We hardly
realise how even a lifeless machine, or a mere intellectual
conception, can stir human life to its inmost depths, so
that a discovery made at a particular time separates by an
ineffaceable partition those who come before from those
who come after.” He illustrates his point by the introduc-
tion of the steam engine into Europe and the changed
relations which machinery led to between employers and
employed and the moral consequences thereof. I have
dwelt upon the material forces at work in China because 1
believe them to be no chance or irrelevant influences in the
ordering of a nation’s life and history, but a part of God’s
purpose. I might mention other potent influences that
are to-day modifying the life of the Chinese and changing
their national characteristics, but I have given enough
examples to .illustrate my point already. What bearing
has all this movement on the work of missionaries ?

It suggests, if I mistake not, the following amongst
other thoughts:—

(1) That the passing away of faith in idolatry may
be accompanied with something even more disastrous
than idolatry, viz. the coming in of a practical disbelief
in anything beyond the seen and temporal. There is
a greater need now than ever for the preaching by
missionaries of positive truth, and still more for the
building up of a Christian Community—a Church in which
that truth will show itself embodied in a corporate life.
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It is useless and it is unreal, as I believe it is quite wrong,
to try and convince the matter-of-fact Chinaman that the
Christian should be indifferent to all the developments of
“modern civilisation” and of “ material progress.” It is
not, however, useless to show him how all this new influence
can be used for the glory of God and the good of our fellow-
men. Our Lord’s life was a life of giving object-lessons as
to the use to be made of power, whether such power as He
Himself possessed, or whether that which was possessed by
any ordinary person. Our lives should be the same.

(2) The present keen desire of the Chinese for Western
teaching constitutes a clear call to the Church to utilise its
great resources of teaching power—not indeed to meet every
ill-conceived desire for knowledge that the Chinese may
express as they ask for only that education which promises
increased opportunities for making wealth, but to impart
true and thorough instruction to those who are most likely
to make good use of it. To the Christian all knowledge is,
or ought to be, sacred, for all knowledge is a knowledge of
the works and ways of God either in creation, in history,
or some other portion of His dominion. The Church as a
whole has yet to wake up to a true estimate of the place
of knowledge in Christianity, and to a true sense of the
sacredness of the teacher’s office and ministry. It will be
an evil day for Missions if, with all the opportunities God
has now put within the reach of Christian teachers, our
Societies assume the position that the proper persons to
instruct the young in China in so-called “secular” things
are those to whom a heathen Government would entrust
the task, viz. persons who know nothing beyond the
“gecular ” view of life and are themselves imbued with the
spirit of secularism.

I pass now to illustrate by a few concrete examples.

2. The Missionary Work being done in Hupeh.—1 shall
speak of this without regard to Societies, except in the case
of particular departments of work which require special
organisation. The Bible Societies, the Societies for diffus-
ing Christian Literature, and the Y.M.C.A. have a place of
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their own and do what they can to help all Missions alike.
In HuPEH most of these are doing good work, but the
National Bible Society of Scotland and the Central China
Religious Tract Society are specially identified with this
province through having their headquarters in Hankow.
From the printing-press of the National Bible Society vast
numbers of copies of the Scriptures in Chinese issue every
year for circulation in almost all parts of China. The
same press prints the millions of books and tracts published
by the Central China Tract Society, largely by means of
funds contributed by the Religious Tract Societies of
England, America, and Canada.

Of the work of the Missionary Societies proper, it will
be convenient to speak under departmental headings.

(1) The Public Preaching of the Gospel in Chinese.—In
most Mission stations the preaching hall occupies a pro-
minent place in the missionary organisation. About this
branch of evangelistic effort much of the romance of
Missions will ever centre for those who, conscious of the
vocation of the preacher, throw themselves heartily into it.
In large cities it is possible almost at any hour to draw a
congregation of passers-by into any building in a good
situation where preaching is being carried on. Through
this agency numbers of the Chinese have been brought to
Christ, and, apart from actual conversions, it would be hard
to overestimate the place preaching has had in spreading
among the masses right ideas of God, of sin, and of redemp-
tion, as well as of great moral and social questions and
their bearing upon life.

(2) Works of Benevolence.—The late David Hill once
said, “ I feel persuaded that we need more charitable work
for poor struggling souls, some care for waifs and strays,
some ald to the destitute blind, and some home for the
destitute aged. These things would, if put on a proper
basis, reveal to the Chinese a more perfect Christ; and
this is our great business, the true road to success, the
vision of the perfect Christ; the beauty and symmetry of
the body answering to the Head will soon win the Chinese
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from their lifeless images as no other revelation will.” In
the “ David Hill Blind Asylum ” in Hankow there exists a
fit memorial of the life and work of one who, like his
Master, was ever seeking the salvation of men in all the
complexity of their being as body, soul, spirit, individuals and
at the same time members of families and of classes of men.

There 13 as yet great difficulty in getting the place of
ministry to the suffering in heathen lands recognised in the
Churches at home through any organised effort save that of
hospitals, which happily tend to increase in number every
year. It has been my privilege to see the work of many
exceptionally able surgeons and physicians, both male and
female, engaged in medical missions and to rejoice with
them in the results of their work from the point of physical
healing ; but I have been still more impressed by the spirit
and manner of their dealing with their patients and with
the testimony which work so done bears to the true
character of the Master we serve. But special forms of
ministry have their place. The Mission to Lepers in the
East has several asylums in China, one of them being
carried on at a city 40 or 50 miles from Hankow in
connection with the oldest of the Protestant Missions in
Hupren. It is one of the most wonderful and moving sights
I have looked on in China, to see this collection of some
sixty outcasts from society on account of leprosy being
tenderly cared for and taught by example, not less than by
word of mouth, something of the love and tenderness of the
Son of Man and the Saviour of the world. In Canton
there exists an Asylum for the Insane, and in Shantung a
School for the Deaf and Dumb. The power of such insti-
tutions as object-lessons in a country like China, which
sometimes seems like a vast wilderness of unalleviated
sorrow and suffering, is immense. Happily, notwithstanding
the fewness of benevolent institutions, individual mission-
aries, in scattered stations, are often found attempting on
a small scale to treat with some particular form of evil.
Here one or two ladies take a leper slave girl under their
charge and tend her till she dies. 1In another place, far
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away from other missionary fellow-workers, a missionary
and his family add to their special work of evangelisation
a small boarding-school for the waifs whose condition so
moved Mr. Hill, and provide the means for their support.
In another place a few blind girls are gathered together by
a missionary lady in order to rescue them from the fate to
which many, if not most of their class, are consigned by
heartless “ friends.”

I know of many instances where benevolent enterprises
of this kind have been taken up at the promptings of
compassion, but not of one where they have been made
a substitute for preaching, teaching, and seeking the
conversion of sinners and the upbuilding of believers.
Volumes might be written to illustrate the way in which
the light of the life and love of Christ shines out in
acts of loving ministry from numberless isolated mission-
ary homes in this as in almost every other province in
China. Nor is the light confined to the homes of mission-
aries only. There are those among our Chinese fellow-
workers who have caught the spirit of the missionaries
from whom they first learnt the kingliness of service and
the blessedness of giving, for the spirit of service and
devotion is infectious, and in China finds a congenial soil in
which to spread, as slowly the lesson is mastered by Chinese
Christians and the vision of the glory of Christ is appre-
hended by them.

(3) Educational Institutions—These are of various
kinds, but they suggest the thought rather of what ought
to be than of satisfaction with what is. In Hankow and
Wuchang five small theological training institutions, sup-
ported by as many different Missions, suggest the thought
that the work accomplished would probably be much more
efficiently done if the five Missions concerned could agree
to depute the department of theological instruction to one
of the Societies interested. Such a scheme presupposes an
amount of mutual trust and confidence between Missions to
which I hope we are gradually moving, though as yet we
are only “not as though we had already attained.”
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But one great want of all the educational work, at least
of our English Missions, is the want of hearty support from
home in teachers and financial support for making them
really efficient. Schools of all grades—Primary Schools,
High Schools, Normal Schools, Medical Schools—suffer in
greater or less degree from “starvation.” In this matter
American Missions have for the most part been far better
supported than our own.

I have endeavoured in this article to treat the missionary
work as one—the work of our Lord Jesus Christ committed
to His Church as a whole. I have abstained from all
comparisons between one Mission and another, and between
the “results” of one Society’s operations and those of
another. “In archery,” said Confucius, “it is not going
through the target that is the principal thing, because men’s
strength is not equal.” To A<t the centre of the Master’s
approval is the principal concern of the Christian archer.
My life in China has led me thankfully to see how many
people with different gifts, different degrees of strength, and
different ideals, are cast in their own place and work
approximating to that. It is through the collective
energies of all that the Kingdom which “ cometh not with
observation ” is gradually coming throughout this province.

And yet how much remains to be attempted as God,
year after year, sets before us new “open doors —not only
opening gates of Chinese cities that hitherto have been
barred against the missionary, but opening new and
unfamiliar paths of service and regions of influence which,
perhaps because our forefathers never thought of walking
in them, are therefore regarded by some to-day as leading to
no Divine end, and offering no opportunity for extending
the knowledge of the Lord. Such thoughts always come
to my mind as I hear good people questioning whether
education or benevolent enterprise should form any part
of the regular and organised machinery of Christian
Missions.

3. Statistics.—The Protestant Missionary Societies work-
ing in one or more of the three cities of Wuchang, Hankow,



THE PROVINCE OF HUPEH 125

and Hanyang, besides having work in other parts of the
HuPEH province, are as follows :—

1. The London Missionary Society . . . . 1861
2. Wesleyan Missionary Society . . . . 1862
3. American Episcopal Church Mission . . . 1868
4. China Inland Mission . . . . 1874
5. Swedish (Congregational) Mlsswnary Soclety . 1890
6. American Norwegian Lutheran Missionary Society . 1891
7. American Baptist Union . . . . 1893
8. Christian and Missionary Alhance . . . 1895
9. Church of Scotland Mission . . . . . 1878
10. Swedish American Mission Covenant . . . 1890
11. Norwegian Lutheran Mission . . . . 1891
12. Hauges Synodes Mission . . . . . 1891

In addition to the above, the National Bible Society of
Scotland, the British and Foreign Bible Society, the Central
China Religious Tract Society, and the Y.M.C.A. all have
representatives living in Hankow.

! The work of Protestant Missions in Hupeh was commenced by Dr.
Griffith John, who, in 1905, kept the Jubilee of his arrival in China. A
leader in many forms of missionary enterprise, he has had the joy of seeing
the gradual spread of the work to its present dimensions, not only in Hupeh
but also in Hunan, in which province also he was one of the pioneers of
evangelisation.



THE PROVINCE OF KIANGSI

By Mr. ArcHiBALD ORR-EwiNG, China Inland Mission.

THE name KiaNGsi (West of the River) is at first sight
not a little perplexing, the province obviously being south,
not west, of the river Yangtse. The name is, however, an
abbreviation of an old title, Kiang-nan-si. Previous to the
tenth century, under the T’ang dynasty, almost all of China
south of the Yangtse and north of the Canton province was
included in an enormous circuit entitled Kiang-nan or
“South of the River.” The unmanageable proportions of
this circuit led to its being subdivided under the Sung
dynasty, A.D. 960, into six “ Lu.” Two of these subdivisions
retained the names of Eastern and Western Kiang-nan, viz.
Kiang-nan-tong and Kiang-nan-si. The former of these,
Kiang-nan-tong or “ Eastern Kiang-nan,” is still known as
Kiang-nan, while the western portion, Kiang-nan-si, became
known as Kiangsi, the word nan or “ South ” being dropped
out for the sake of brevity.

Under the succeeding Mongol dynasty the bounds of
the province underwent some changes, but these alterations
were reversed when the Ming dynasty came into power in
AD. 1368. The fact that a narrow strip of territory north
of the Yangtse, nowhere more than 10 miles wide, is in-
cluded in the province, is thought to be accounted for by
the changes in the river’s channel during the last eight
hundred years.

The area of the province is given by The Statesman’s
Year-Book as 69,480 square miles, which is considerably
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larger than Scotland and Ireland combined, while the
population is given by the same authority as 26,532,125,
or a population nearly equal to that of England. On the
subject of population there is considerable difference of
opinion, about which more will be said later on.

The province may be described as mountainous and hilly
throughout, with, however, large areas of flat cultivated land,
the most extensive of which is that which lies to the south
of the Poyang lake and stretches away, on both sides of
the Kan river, to 60 miles below Nanchang Fu. The
breadth of this plain varies somewhat owing to the
irregularities of the hill ranges. It is almost entirely
given up to the cultivation of rice. Near Chian Fu,
Kanchow Fu, and Raochow Fu, there are also large tracts
of comparatively level country. While hills abound, there
are many fertile valleys well irrigated by numerous streams
and rivers.

KianGsr is, in fact, one of the best-watered provinces of
the Empire. There are four large rivers flowing into the
Poyang lake, which at high water bring nearly, if not all,
the walled cities and larger towns of the thirteen prefectures
into touch with the capital. The largest of these is the
Kan. The streams, navigable to native boats, which in
the vicinity of Kanchow Fu unite and form this river,
come from the four points of the compass. From that
city, however, its course is almost due north, being fed by
the waters of the Yunghsin, Yuan, Shui, and other rivers
en route. In high water small steamers have ascended
ag far as Chian Fu, which is about 200 miles south
of the Poyang lake. During the summer of 1905 a
British gunboat of light draught anchored off this city.
With one or two small exceptions, the province is the
natural watershed of the rivers which drain into the Po-
yang lake.

When the spring rains raise the waters of the Yangtse
so as to hinder the outflow at Hukow, the Poyang
lake becomes large and full, it being then about 100
miles in length and in some parts as much as 25 miles
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in breadth. = There are numerous inlets on the east,
one of which extends for 20 miles. In the winter, when
the Yangtse is low, the lake bed drains to a mud flat
with a river flowing through it. This lake, with the
exception of the narrow outlet at Hukow, is shut off from
the Yangtse basin by mountains.

On the west of the province are several roads leading to
Hunan, the one most frequented passing from the capital
vid Linchiang Fu and Yuenchow Fu. On the south the
main route to Canton is vid the Meilin pass. On the
east is the highway to the province of Fukien, leading
from the capital vi¢ Chienchang Fu. Omne of the widest
and best made roads is on the north-east and gives access
to the province of Chekiang.

It was over the famous Meiling Pass mentioned above
and along the Kan river that the early embassies which
landed at Canton proceeded to Peking. The records of
Lord Macartney’s embassy in 1793 and of Lord Ambherst’s
in 1816, both of which traversed this route, give many
interesting details of the country through which they
passed. Although this route is still somewhat used, the
Governor-General of Canton having passed that way during
the last few years, this great highway, both for business and
official intercourse, has been largely neglected since the
introduction of steamers on the China coast and Yangtse.
It is thought by some that the diversion of trade caused by
the introduction of steamers was one of the reasons for the
anti-foreign feeling manifest along the Kan valley some
ten or fifteen years ago.

The province is in the main agricultural, and in some
parts very productive. One district known to the writer
yields four crops in the year. Two ingatherings is quite a
common thing, one being of rice and the other of wheat,
opium, rape, buck-wheat, etc. The tea plant is sometimes
grown on the borders of the paddy fields, though occasionally
the hillsides are planted with it. Tobacco is much grown,
that produced in the Kwangfeng Hsien being most in
repute. Various qualities of hemp are also to be seen, but
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the finest grass-cloth is made from that grown in the Yuan-
chow prefecture.

Whilst cotton is cultivated in many parts, the best
grade comes from the Kiukiang prefecture north of the
Yangtse. Sugar-cane is grown for eating in the east of
the province and in Kanchow Fu; by a crude process it is
extensively made into sugar. The bamboo flourishes more
or less throughout Xianasi, but it is especially culti-
vated in the Kwangsin and Fuchow prefectures for the
manufacture of paper, which is a large and important
industry. Timber forms one of the principal exports, the
forests being chiefly located on the west and south-west
borders. It is bound in small rafts for floating down the
shallow streams. On reaching the main river large rafts
are constructed, and again yet larger ones before crossing the
Poyang Lake, whence it is borne by the waters of the
Yangtse to Wuhu and Nanking.

Fruit of various kinds is grown much more plentifully
in some parts than others. There are extensive orange
groves in Linkiang Fu and Chienchang Fu. Dates, per-
simmons, chestnuts, peaches, plums, melons, pomelos, and
loquats are all to be had in varying quality. Oil is largely
produced from rape seed, ground nuts, and the nut of one
variety of the camelia tree, with which many hills are
thickly covered.  Several root crops are raised: ginger,
sweet potatoes, turnips, yams, carrots, garlic, onions, etc.

The mineral wealth of the province is very great, though
1t has been little developed hitherto. The writer has seen
washings for gold in the river-bed near Kanchow Fu and
also in one of the tributaries of the Kwangsin river. A
sample of ore from a deposit near Kanchow Fu was sent
to an assayer in London, who reported that it contained
98 per cent of pure copper. Iron is found in several
localities, notably in the west of the Chian prefecture;
the smelting of it, however, is so inferior that for finer uses
imported metal is used. Coal certainly abounds in eight
out of the thirteen prefectures.

In the Yuanchow prefecture, some 5 miles from Ding-
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hsiang Hsien, coal-mines are being worked by a Chino-
German syndicate. Here in the heart of China the visitor
suddenly finds himself among surroundings largely Western
in appearance. Numbers of foreign dwellings, large work-
shops, high brick chimneys, and a railway using American
Baldwin locomotives meet the gaze. Here some two
thousand Chinese are employed, under the supervision of
eight or ten foreigners, mostly Germans. The railway line
runs almost due west from the mines for some 70 miles, and
is being extended to join the proposed Canton-Hankow
railway near Changsha, the capital of Hunan. The coal
used in the Government ironworks at Hanyang (near
Hankow) comes mainly from these mines.

In May 1905 the output was 800 tons of coke per day.
The quality of the coal 1s not very good, for it shows 28
per cent of slate, which fact necessitates the whole being
washed and separated before putting it into the retorts.
The mine consists of one main shaft with two tunnels.
In the neighbourhood the Chinese manufacture a large
quantity of coke after the foreign plan, which they sell
to the Chino-German syndicate. Coal can be seen cropping
out everywhere in the surrounding country.

Iron is also found in some parts of the province, a con-
siderable amount being smelted and exported from the
western part of Chian prefecture.

In addition to the railway mentioned above, an Imperial
Decree, issued a year or two ago, gave permission to a
Chinese syndicate to construct a line from Kiukiang to
Nanchang Fu, a distance of some hundred miles or so.
For several years various companies have been running
steam launches between these two cities. In Consul W. J.
Clennell’s report on this province it is pointed out that
obvious geographical considerations point to railway com-
munications between Canton and Nanchang the capital,
along the Kan valley, and also up the Kwangsin river to
Hangchow Fu, as fairly sure of fulfilment in the future.
Meanwhile the province is well supplied with waterways,
nearly all the walled cities and larger towns being accessible
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by water, and for the improvement of these waterways the
provincial government is said to have purchased dredgers.

As to the population of the province, there is little
to base an accurate estimate upon. While the figures of
The Statesman’s Year-Book have been given as twenty-six
and a half millions, Consul Clennell believes that the truth
will be found somewhere between ten and twelve millions,
though the present writer is inclined to think that he
understates the facts. The basis for Consul Clennell’s
estimate can be found in his Report, a report worthy of
consultation by all who desire to possess fuller knowledge
about this province.!

Concerning the capital of the province, Nanchang Fu,
Consul Clennell’'s words are especially interesting. He
says: “ Nanchang, though containing some ponds, mulberry
gardens, and other open spaces, is for the most part a very
crowded town. The walls are about 6 miles in circuit, but
are far from including the whole town. I should estimate
that the densely peopled and truly urban area occupies
about 3 square miles, and that it is on an average as
fully occupied as any area in Shanghai. In Shanghai we
know the population within narrow limits of error. Some-
thing 